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• Emerald Isle candidates featured in forum

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
Disapparing!

Bird populations - including com-

mon species, like sparrows - show 
decline. See Nature Notes, page 6
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The Swansboro 
Rotary Club’s Five-O 
Fishing Tournament will 
take place this week in 
Swansboro.

The fall event is 
limited to 50 boats. Last 
year’s winner took home 
more than $100,000 is 
prize money.

The Captain’s 
Party will be today, 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, and 
will feature live music 
by Trey Calloway.

Fishing gets under-
way on Friday, Oct. 18, 
with the tournament 
headquarters at the foot 
of Church Street on the 
White Oak River. Scales 
open on Friday at 4 p.m.

Scales open on 
Saturday at 4 p.m., 
which coincides with the 
opening of Beer Garden.

The Awards Party 
begins at 7 p.m. and 
features music by The 
Breakfast Club.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
another good one, 
sunny with highs in 
the mid-70s and lows 
in the low-60s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Michaela Allen, a 
student in Christina 
Barnes’ first grade 
at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.

Rotary 

tourney 

slated

Commentary

Moonshine 

makes friends 

when squire 

refuses drink

Rezoning OK 

splits panel
By Sandy Liddick

With a split vote, the Swansboro 
Planning Board voted 4-1 to recommend 
approval of a request to rezone three 
properties on Queens Creek Road.

The planning board functions in an 
advisory capacity. The request will now 
go to the town commissioners for a deci-
sion.

The planning board’s action came 
at a special meeting on Sept. 23. It was 
the second time the matter was brought 
to the town; the first was in August 
2017. And the outcome was different. In 
2017, the planners voted to recommend 
denial of the request. And the town com-
missioners agreed. The denial came in 
October 2017.

Junior Freeman, president of Emerald 
Coast Inc., spoke on behalf of the own-

ers of the three properties. He proposed 
once again that the approximate 7.84 
acres be rezoned from Residential-20 to 
Business-1. Freeman explained that, as it 
stands now, the only option is to build 6-
8 houses on these properties. He contin-
ued by pointing out that his land would 
be more useful to the town if they were 
to be rezoned and his primary motivation 
was “the betterment of the entire com-
munity.”

The property is just south of N.C. 
24 and across Queens Creek Road from 
Swansboro High School and Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

As was the case in 2017, traffic is the 
central concern for this project. In the 
two years since the case was first pre-
sented, not much has changed. In fact, 

By Barry Fetzer

Regular readers of 
this column, those two or 
three of you out there, may 
remember my Mother’s 
Day piece a couple of 
months ago that focused on 
mothers-in-law and how 
mine – both of them – were 
blessings to me. That they 
were blessings doesn’t nec-
essarily comply with the 

traditional view of them or 
the urban legends, folklore, 
media treatment, and myths 
associated with mothers-
in-law.

In all fairness to the 
War of the Sexes and our 
Father’s Day celebration in 
June, I thought it appropri-
ate to write about fathers-
in-law. Like my mothers-in-
(See DRINK, page �)

(See CHANGE, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

For a two-part series, Tideland 
News invited each of the 10 candi-
dates for Swansboro commissioner 
to submit biographical information 
and answers to two questions. The 
responses will be printed over two 
weeks with the six candidates for 
the regular election included in the 
Oct. 16 edition and the four candi-

dates in the special election printed 
on Oct. 23.

Swansboro employs a five-
commissioner system with terms 
staggered. Under normal circum-
stances, three commissioners are 
elected every two years with the 
top two finishers serving four-year 
terms and the candidate finish-
ing third serving a two-year term. 
This allows for voters to choose a 

majority of the board every election 
cycle.

The mayor serves a four-year 
term but only has a vote in the case 
of tie. The current mayor’s term 
ends in 2021.

Candidates in the regular 
municipal race are Roy Herrick 
and Frank Tursi, incumbents, and 
Jeffrey Conaway, Laurent Meilleur, 
P.J. Pugliese and Jerry Seddon.

In the Swansboro special elec-
tion, which will coincide with the 
regular election, there are four can-
didates. On the ballot are Bradley 
Buckley, Larry Philpott, Jeffrey 
“Dusty” Rhodes and Jennifer 
Steele.

These four are seeking to win 
a seat on the board that will run 

Candidates profiled
Six vie for three seats in regular election

(See CANDIDATES, page �)

After an absence of several years, the 2d 
Marine Division Band returned to participate in 
the Mullet Festival Parade.

The Swansboro High School Marching Band’s Color Guard 
performs under clear skies during the 65th annual Swans-

boro Mullet Festival of North Carolina’s parade on Saturday 
morning. (Pete Rulon photos)

Festival ‘absolutely perfect’

Thomas Arnold of Cambridge, Md., enjoys 
a blooming onion during the 65th annual Mullet 
Festival.

By Jimmy Williams

This may have been 
the 65th annual Swansboro 
Mullet Festival of North 
Carolina, but it was the 
first festival to take place 
with Anna Stanley, director 
of Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation, at the helm.

And she could not be 
more pleased with having 
the opportunity.

“I grew up in the area 
and attended the Mullet 
Festival as a child,” she 
said. “I never could imagine 
that one day I would be 
helping to plan and orga-
nize the event. I am very 
honored that I can help put 
on a great event for the 
community.”

This year’s festival, 
which took place over 
three days, Oct. 11-13, 
was blessed with beautiful 
weather. That was a fairly 
sharp departure from the 
(See FESTIVAL, page �)

Tideland News and 
WTKF-The Talk Station 
will sponsor a forum 
for Swansboro commis-
sioner candidates – regu-
lar and special election 
– on Thursday, Oct. 17, at 
Swansboro Town Hall.

The event will open 
with a reception and meet-
and-greet at 5:30 p.m. The 
actual forum will take place 
6-8 p.m.

Forum 

slated 

Oct. 17
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