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Peletier takes closer look at Silver Creek
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T deland News

Speight Rhue of 
Swansboro is featured in a 
story in the February/March 
2019 issue of Garden & Gun 
Magazine.

Rhue, 43, is a woodwork-

er who uses only native trees 
for his beautiful products.

The article, “As the Wood 
Turns” by Michael Graff, 
concerns Rhue’s work in 
creating “all manner of home 
goods and furniture, from 
bowls to consoles, which sell 
faster than he can produce 
them at galleries and fairs 
around the country.”

His products are avail-
able for sale locally at his 
father’s store in downtown 
Swansboro, Poor Man’s 
Hole.

Rhue 

featured

By Amelia Dees-Killette

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord,” from 
Psalm 100, was fitting scripture for St. Thomas 
African Methodist Episcopal-Zion Church’s 
celebration of African-American History month 
Feb. 10.

Helen Shepard, longtime church member 
organized the service and she read Psalm 100 
that Sunday afternoon.

For 150 years the sound of voices raised to 
God have echoed from this place of worship 
on Swansboro’s Main Street Extension. Many 

old-time Swansboro residents remember the 
passionate singing coming out of the open win-

dows of the old church in the summertime.
The music this year was presented by the 

Jones Onslow Male Chorus, accompanied by 
Calvinette Shepard. Special guest Judge Paul 
A. Hardison gave the message.

Regular members and others present shared 
in the spirit of the day proving why this small 
church has lasted so long.

St. Thomas AME-Z, founded in 1869, was 

Celebrating 150th  

and black history

Commentary

Valentine’s 

a reminder 

of Parkland 

massacre

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy on Saturday 
and windy on Sunday. 
Highs will be in the mid-
60s and lows will be in the 
low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Alijah 
Jenkins, a student in 
Sharon Russell’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By Ann vonHoorn

It was a Happy Valentine’s 
Day, a sad anniversary.

It has been one year since 
the tragic shooting in Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla., where 17 high 
school students and personnel 
were killed and 17 more were 
injured. Valentine’s Day will 
never be the same for that com-

munity.
The reaction initiated by 

the students at MSDHS and 
their subsequent March for Our 
Lives has resulted in mobilizing 
students and citizens in general 
across the country.

A law requiring background 
checks for gun purchases and 
closing loopholes for Internet 

and gun show purchases is 
about to be signed into law. 
This bill, HR8, has bipartisan 
support of between 80 and 90 
percent of citizens across the 
country. This is a first step in 
federal legislation since the 
Columbine High School shoot-
ing of April 20, 1999.

Guns killed nearly 40,000 
people in 2018, according to 
information provided by Kevin 
G. Hall in the Miami Herald on 
Feb. 12. This equals a Parkland 
Shooting every five days.

An organization called the 
Murder Accountability Project 
has formed a publication called 
The Trace. In it they list the 
stories of those who were killed 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for your guide to Saturday’s 2019 Business Expo
Inside you will find Tidings, the SACC’s monthly newsletter

Sand Ridge Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12

Artist 

works 

with 

wood

(See STUDENTS, page �)
(See CELEBRATING, page �)

CATHETERIZATION LAB

CLOSE TO YOUR HEART February is American Heart Month. 
It’s an annual reminder that we should 
care for our hearts year round. And 
while you can take steps to reduce 
your risk of heart disease, our state 
of the art Cardiac Catheterization Lab 
and Cardiac Rehabilitation program are 
close by should you need us.

Learn more at www.CarteretHealth.org

Teacher Jerry Reed, with students Hi-
aley Briel, left, and Justin Yaw, right, take 
part in the Queens Creek Elementary 
School Fun Run fundraiser on Thursday, 

Feb. 14. The entire school – about 650 
students – participated, raising about 
$24,000 that will be used to purchase 
playground equipment. (Rulon photo)

Fun at the Queens Creek ‘Run’

St. Thomas AME-Zion Church is pictured from the corner of Swansboro Loop 
Road, just across Main Street Extension .

Noise rules 

amended, 

commission 

will revisit
Panel concerned by 

problems for business
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro commissioners 
were unanimous in their vote to 
approve noise control ordinance 
amendments. Action came at 
the Feb. 12 meeting.

In discussion prior to the 
vote though the panel took 
some steps to ensure that the 
needs of town businesses 
were not compromised at the 
expense of residents’ desire for 
a peaceful, noise-free existence. 
Several minor and not-so-minor 
changes were made to the draft 
ordinance presented by Jon 
Barlow, interim town manager.

And, while action came only 
last week, an effort to revise 
the noise ordinance got under-
way years ago. Bob Ritchie, 
then chief of Swansboro Public 
Safety, spent several months in 
2014 reviewing the ordinance at 
the request of the commission-

ers, but nothing was found to be 
acceptable.

Striking a balance between 
the needs of the downtown 
pubs, restaurants and clubs to 
offer live and recorded music, 
against the wishes of residents 
proved as elusive as looking for 
a way to measure a violation.

Citizens anticipating action 
showed up at last week’s meet-
ing of the commissioners. A few 
spoke on the subject.

“I have no problem with 
noise in the town until 11 
o’clock,” said Keith Walsh, who 
lives in Hurst Harbor.

But he said, there have been 
times past that hour when the 
noise that travels along the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
from Swansboro is a real dis-

traction.
“I have spoken with the 

chief of police,” Walsh said. 
He said he has also called 
the Onslow County Sheriff’s 
Office, “on several occasions.”
(See AMENDMENTS, page �)

Swansboro Friends of the 
Library BINGO fundraiser is 
Thursday, Feb. 21.

Tickets are $15 per person or 
$25 per couple. For information 
call (910) 750-4157.

Bingo Thursday


