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ATLANTIC BEACH 

— From a high school history 
teacher to a guidance counsel-
or, the top five county school 
employees of 
the year were 
a n n o u n c e d 
during a lun-
cheon Friday 
at the Coral 
Bay Club.

The coun-
ty’s 2019-20 
Teacher of the 
Year is West 
Carteret High 
School his-
tory teacher 
Lindsey Howell. She’s also the 

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Special concerts
The Daraja Children’s Choir will perform 

at several area churches this month.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Joshua Mason, Atlantic

Juanita Aman, Cedar Point
Rachel Becton, Morehead City

Virginia Fuerst, Newport
Patricia O’Grady, Swansboro

Blake Lewis, Gloucester

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Newport mulls SRO funding, county involvement
Police chief asks for grant match to establish position at 3 schools

Howell
named
teacher
of year

NCDOT: North River Bridge could open by the end of May

The new North River Bridge has pavement at the new cross-
ing to the Down East communities. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Nearly four 
years after construction began 
on the new North River Bridge, 
transportation officials hope to 
open the span to traffic by the 
end of this month.

N.C. Department of 
Transportation resident engineer 
Brad McMannen said work is 
wrapping up on the long-await-
ed bridge that connects Beaufort 
to areas Down East.

“We are working on com-
pleting asphalt, guardrail, deck 
grooving, joints and building 
shoulders,” Mr. McMannen said 
in an email to the News-Times 
Friday. “We don’t have a firm 
date for opening to traffic, but 
we are hoping by the end of 
May.”

The new bridge is aligned 
directly north and slightly ele-
vated of the existing North River 
Bridge, which will be torn down 
sometime after traffic is shifted 
to the new one. 

Construction is being carried 
out by Orangeburg, S.C.-based 
Carolina Bridge Company. 

The new North River Bridge 
spans about 1,000 feet over the 
North River and will carry two 
lanes of traffic, one in each direc-
tion. It is a segment of Highway 
70 and the only roadway con-
nection between Down East and 
the rest of the county. 

Construction on the approxi-
mately $14.2 million project 
began in fall 2015, but talks of a 
replacement bridge began more 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — With fiscal 
year 2019-20 drawing closer, 
Newport officials are discussing 
pursuing a school resource offi-
cer and debating who should pay 
for it. 

The town council met for a 
budget work session Thursday. 
During the work session, the 
council discussed the proposed 
budgets for several departments, 

including the police department. 
Chief Keith Lewis, who was 

present at the work session, said 
the operation side of his depart-
ment’s budget hasn’t changed, 
but there are a few line items his 
department is requesting, such 
as a replacement for an 11-year-
old vehicle and money to hire a 
SRO.

“I think we all agree there’s 
a need for a school resource 
officer,” Chief Lewis said. “We 
have three schools in Newport, 
and at any given time there can 
be 1,200 students in them.” 

Chief Lewis said issues like 
school violence, drugs and van-
dalism are a concern for his 
department and school officials 

alike, things which an SRO is 
tasked to handle. The chief said 
he’s asking for a match from the 
county and town to apply for 
a state grant through the Safe 
Schools Program. He said the 
county receives state, federal and 
other funding for education.  

Mayor Dennis Barber and 
councilmen Mark Eadie and 

David Heath engaged in a heated 
debate on who should be respon-
sible for funding a SRO position. 
The schools had a SRO position 
until 2008, when the grant that 
funded the position ran out.   

“A school resource officer 
would be a wonderful thing,” 
Mr. Eadie said. “It’s a shame the 
county hasn’t provided for this 

responsibility…we’re the only 
county right now that doesn’t have 
an SRO in our middle schools.” 

Mr. Eadie said he wants to go 
before the county board of com-
missioners, request funding for 
an SRO and get the commission-
ers’ position on such a request on  
record. Mayor Barber said he too 
is concerned about school safe-
ty, but they shouldn’t “bash the 

HOWELL

second county teacher of the year 
to receive one year’s free use 
of a vehicle courtesy of Kurtis 
Chevrolet. This year’s ride is a 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox.

Dean Wagaman, president of 
Kurtis Chevrolet, presented the 
keys to Ms. Howell, who was 
able to try out her new vehicle. 

See Teacher / Page 5A

See NCDOT / Page 4A

See SRO / Page 4A

MATE ROV
event draws
more teams

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — On a bright, 
partly cloudy Saturday, 31 
teams of students gathered at 
Camp Albemarle to take part 
in the third official Coastal 
Carolina Marine Advanced 
Technology Education Center 
Remotely Operated Vehicle 
competition. 

The N.C. State University 
Science House at the Center 
for Marine Sciences and 
Technology in Morehead City 
organized the competition, 
which had its pilot event in 
2016 and its first official com-
petition as a member of the 
MATE international competi-
tion organization in 2017. 

This year, 31 teams of four 
to six students participated, for 
a total of 124 to 186 individual 
students. This is a significant 
increase compared to the 2018 
competition, which had about 
18 teams. 

The teams were divided into 
two difficulty classes, Scout 
(the beginning difficulty class) 
and Navigator (the next class 
above Scout). 

See ROV / Page 3A

FEATURE: Broad & Gales Firefighter 
Shelby Freeman of Stella sets nails 
Saturday during the 2019 Beaufort 

Boatbuilding Challenge on the town 
waterfront. BELOW: Barney Culp of 

Emerald Isle examines the craftsmanship 
and style of a vessel Saturday at the 45th 
annual Wooden Boat Show sponsored by 

the N.C. Maritime Museum in Beaufort. 
(Dylan Ray photos)

Wooden boat  lovers
pack the w aterfront

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — It was a cel-
ebration of boats of the wooden 
variety on the town waterfront as 
enthusiasts of the recreational ves-
sels gathered Saturday to enjoy 
Wooden Boat Weekend.

Wooden Boat Weekend consists 
of two separate events, the 45th 
annual Wooden Boat Show, hosted 
by the N.C. Maritime Museum, 
and the Beaufort Boatbuilding 
Challenge, hosted in large part by 
Atlantic Veneer Mill Outlet. 

It’s a part of the National 

Boatbuilding Challenge with com-

petitions held in Georgetown, S.C., 

Kingston, N.Y., Belfast, Maine, and 

Beaufort.

The Wooden Boat Show is 

dedicated to showcasing all things 

See Boat / Page 2A
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