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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Rachael LeBlanc, Stella
Diane Stuart, Newport
Joshua Guiendon, Otway
Frank Pruitt Jr., Calabash
Christopher Norris, Newport
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Johnson, WCHS football legend, dies at 57

JOHNSON

ever come out of 
the county – he was 
an All-American 
with the Wolfpack, 
a four-time Pro 
Bowler and two-
time All-Pro with 
the Saints – most 
remember him for 
his generous heart 
and humble spirit.

“He was an 
athlete, a gentleman and 
a friend to all,” former 
longtime WCHS wrestling 
coach Gordy Patrick said. 
“That describes Vaughan 

little unreal right 
now,” WCHS foot-
ball coach Daniel 
Barrow said.

Mr. Johnson is 
survived by his 
parents, Monroe 
and Valeria, his 
wife, Shirley, 
daughter, Vonda 
Johnson, two sons, 
Brandon Johnson 
and Michael Johnson, and 
special son of the heart, 
Brian Johnson.

Despite being the most 
accomplished athlete to 

to a T.”
Mr. Johnson started wres-

tling as a junior with the 
Patriots and finished fourth 
in the state as a senior. 

“With Vaughan, what 
you saw is what you got,” 
Mr. Patrick said. “He was 
honest and straightforward. 
He was a first-class per-
son. Vaughan, with his 
ever-present smile and 
positive attitude, will be 
sorely missed. You simply 
cannot say enough about 

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Many were shocked and 
saddened to learn Friday 
about the death of Vaughan 
Johnson.

He was 57.
The former West 

Carteret High School, 
N.C. State University and 
New Orleans Saints stand-
out died Thursday night at 
Duke Memorial Hospital 
from kidney disease.

“I heard about it this 
morning, but it’s still a 

Vaughan Johnson was a two-time All-Pro and 
four-time Pro Bowler with the New Orleans Saints. 
He died Thursday at 57. (The New Orleans Times-
Picayune photo)

Croatan
poinsettia
fundraiser
continues
Annual plant sale
supports FFA

Rep. Murphy
denounces
impeachment
proceedings

Morehead City water/sewer superintendent Derek 
Williams holds a kitten rescued from a storm drain Thursday 
near 19th and Bridges streets. Mr. Williams’ daughter, 
Hanna, adopted the kitten. (Town of Morehead City photo)

Morehead City staff
team up, save kitten 
from storm drain

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY —A kit-
ten received the gift of a second 
chance Thursday when it was res-
cued from a storm drain by a group 
of Morehead City Public Services 
employees. 

The effort to save the kitten from 
certain watery peril was led by 
water/sewer superintendent Derek 
Williams, but Mr. Williams empha-
sized it was ultimately a group 
effort to rescue the trapped kit-
ten. He said he got a call about a 
potentially trapped animal in the 
area of 19th and Bridges streets, 
so he and crew leader Mark Little 
investigated.

“As we got there, we started 
checking storm drains, and we got 
to the last one and there was a 

little kitten inside,” Mr. Williams 
said. “We could hear him in there 
meowing, so we picked the grate 
up, and as soon as we did that (the 
kitten) just went down the pipe to 
get away from us, escape.”

What ensued was a nearly two-
hour struggle to get the kitten out 
of the pipes and back onto dry land. 
After Mr. Williams and Mr. Little 
successfully sectioned off part of 
the pipe with some spare cardboard 
to contain the kitten, they decided 
to call in extra help, Shaun Brinson 
and Mike Burke.

“It was about 25-foot section 
of pipe, so we had to block off 
both ends and then the outside, so 
it couldn’t venture in the maze of 
pipes that’s underneath the city,” 
Mr. Williams said.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

OCEAN — Croatan High School agri-
culture and Future Farmers of America stu-
dents have been busy caring for and selling 
poinsettias just in time for Christmas.

Of the 220 poinsettias the school received 
this year, only 50 are left, and agriculture 
education teacher Will Sutton said he’d like 
to sell them by Thursday. Schools let out for 
Christmas break Friday.

There are two colors still available, red 
and white. The plants are $9 apiece, and 
proceeds benefit the school’s FFA program.

Mr. Sutton and his students have over-
come many obstacles to sell the popular 
Christmas plants this year because Hurricane 
Florence destroyed the school’s greenhouse 
in 2018.

“We’re just now getting our greenhouse 
fully restored, and our water pump just went 
out,” Mr. Sutton said Thursday. “We’re hav-
ing to water the plants using cups.”

The school traditionally grows poinset-
tias to sell each December, but this year Mr. 
Sutton said he ordered plants from Fowler’s 
Nursery in Clayton.

“They sell at a special price to FFA 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Rep. 
Greg Murphy, R-N.C., is standing by his 
sentiments condemning the impeachment 
procedure as his fellow lawmakers move 
forward with two articles of impeachment 
against President Donald Trump.

“It’s disappointing that Democratic lead-
ership continues to drag our country through 
this divisive exercise in partisanship,” said 
the 3rd Congressional District’s represen-
tative in a Tuesday press release. “The 
evidence has shown the President has done 
nothing wrong,” 

Rep. Murphy’s comments follow House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s announcement that 
articles of impeachment would be brought 
against President Trump. 

See Murphy / Page 16A

See FFA / Page 4A

See Kitten / Page 4A

See Johnson / Page 13A

Maude Thompson, Beaufort
Gregory Tootle, Morehead City
Vaughan Johnson, Atlantic Beach
Robert Eubanks Jr., Newport
Jay Mather, Morehead City

Kathryn Jacobson, Morehead City

Merry 
Christmas

LEFT: Mary Ann Holland checks 
her naughty-or-nice list Saturday 

near a candy horde during the annual 
Morehead City Christmas Parade. 

ABOVE: Stacy Currin with Camp Happy 
Kids of Carteret County throws candy 

to the crowd Saturday during the 
parade. BELOW: Santa and Mrs. Claus 

bring up the rear of the procession 
Saturday. (Dylan Ray photos)
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