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Check out the 
Daily Line for 
all the updates

POLL
QUESTION

How heavy will the 
winning fi sh be this year 

at the Big Rock?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Publix confirms store 
associate has coronavirus

The Publix Super Market on 
Egret Landing Road this week 
notifi ed employees an associ-
ate there contracted the novel 
coronavirus and urged them to 
take precautions, especially if 
they have recently worked with 
that person.

The notifi cation went out 
through the employee portal 
Monday, and Maria Brous, 
Publix director of communica-
tions for Florida, North Caroli-
na, South Carolina and Vir-
ginia, confi rmed it in an email 
Wednesday.

Ü 4A

School employees end 
year with bike ride

Motorists may notice a group 
of bicycle riders pedaling along 
roadways through Friday across 
the county.

The group is made up of 
Carteret County Schools em-
ployees who decided to cel-
ebrate the end of the 2019-20 
academic year with a bike ride 
to each public school. Sheriff’s 
deputies are riding along in 
vehicles, with lights fl ashing, to 
keep riders safe.

The event, which started 
Wednesday morning at White 
Oak Elementary School, will 
end Friday at Atlantic Elemen-
tary School. The ride is the 
brainchild of school system 
Hispanic community liaison/
translator Ricardo Gomez.

Ü 9A

CAPE CARTERET

EMERALD ISLE

NPS reports more than $20M 
spent by Cape Lookout visitors

HARKERS ISLAND

A new National Park Service 
report shows that 455,527 
visitors to Cape Lookout Na-
tional Seashore in 2019 spent 
$20,292,000 in communities 
near the park. 

The NPS released the re-
port Friday. According to the 
announcement, the reported 
spending supported 282 jobs 
in the local area and had a 
cumulative benefi t to the local 
economy of $21,724,000. 

The report shows $21 bil-
lion in direct spending by more 
than 327 million park visitors in 
communities within 60 miles of 
a national park

Ü 4A
See Emmel / Pg 5A
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Donna Marie Emmel murder 
remains unsolved as the 45th 
anniversary of her death nears

Answers remain elusive in the un-
solved brutal slaying of a teenage 
girl 45 years ago this week.

Suspects in the death of 15-year-old 
Donna Emmel include a serial killer from 
California and a Wisconsin rapist, but the 
real culprit may be closer to home.

On June 16, 1975, someone strangled 
Donna, a pretty girl with her whole life ahead 
of her. The rising East Carteret High School 
sophomore lived on Easy Street in Newport 
with her Marine Corps father, homemaking 
mother and two younger brothers.

The Emmel kids spent afternoons in the 
summer of ‘75 hanging out at the Ameri-
can Service Station and Grill, an arcade 
commonly referred to as Grice’s Grill in 
Newport along U.S. 70, a busy stretch of 
highway connecting the 30 miles between 
Cherry Point,  a populated Marine base 
and the popular beaches along the Crystal 
Coast.

On the day of her death, Donna left the 
grill at around 8:30 p.m. after receiving a 
phone call from her mother. Donna walked 
toward home on a trail through a patch 
of woods, according to police and news 
reports.

Donna’s mother reported her missing 
around 9 p.m. Her 10-year-old brother told 
police he saw a young man in a blue jacket 
follow behind Donna into the woods. 

Police set up roadblocks and searched 
through the night for Donna, discovering 
her body in a drainage ditch across from 
her house the next morning. She had been 
strangled but not sexually molested, ac-
cording to archived news reports.

Weeding through 150 leads in the fi rst 
few days after Donna’s death, detectives 
developed a prime suspect - a Marine 
named Gregory Allen. Eventually Al-
len slipped away from attention because 
detectives lacked solid evidence. Over the 
decades people moved up and down the 
list of suspects. Local law enforcement 
offi cials followed up leads that took them 
across the county, but no closer to solving 
Donna’s murder.

THE BEDROOM BASHER
Gerald Parker raped a teenage girl in 

California in the late ‘70s. He didn’t kill 
her, and the one victim he left alive helped 
bring him to justice with her testimony.

Authorities arrested Parker and a jury 

sent him to prison. By the mid-1990s, 
Parker still had years left of a long prison 
term when his DNA matched half a dozen 
unsolved murders from the 1970s that had 
baffl ed detectives for decades.

As an unknown killer Parker had ter-
rorized small towns in Orange County, 
California, in the 1970s. He received his 
murderous moniker the Bedroom Basher 
from the news media due to his modus 
operandi of using a hammer or piece of 
lumber to bludgeon and rape women in 
their homes. 

But prior to killing women in Cali-
fornia, Parker - now a convicted serial 
killer on death row - served as a Marine at 
Cherry Point, just a quick six-minute drive 
down U.S. 70 to Newport.

Agents with the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service said they looked into 
whether Parker was responsible for kill-
ings across the country in locations where 
the Marine Corps stationed him, including 
southeastern North Carolina. 

Parker spent seven years in the Marine 
Corps before a jury convicted him of rap-
ing the 13-year-old California girl in 1980.

Kevin Lee Green, also a Marine at the 
time, served more than 15 years in prison 
after being convicted of second-degree 

murder 
in the 
1979 death 
of his pregnant wife’s full term fetus that 
died as result of a brutal sexual assault. 
Police and Green’s wife had been con-
vinced Green was the culprit until Parker 
confessed to the crime after a DNA match. 

Parker remains a popular suspect in 
Donna’s death, especially among true 
crime bloggers; but his name hasn’t of-
fi cially surfaced in Donna’s case in several 
years.

WISCONSIN
Donna’s story last made headlines in 

the mid-1990s when investigators thought 
they were close to breaking the case with 
an arrest made 800 miles away. Allen, 
the Marine who had once been a prime 
suspect. Unlike Parker who popped up on 
police radar years after the crime, Allen 
frequented Gricee’s Grill in 1975.

Detectives questioned Allen in Donna’s 
case back in 1975, but eventually released 
him, police told reporters in 1995.

After spending a year in a North Caro-
lina prison on a drug conviction, Allen 
returned to his native Wisconsin in 1977. 
Once there, an arrest as a peeping Tom 
led to him becoming the target of routine 
police surveillance. Over the years police 
suspected or convicted Allen of 17 crimes 
including indecent exposure, burglary, kid-
napping, bail jumping, attempted rape and 
sexual assault, according to court records.

In 1995, a jury convicted Allen of sexu-
ally assaulting a woman in her Green Bay 
home and sentenced him to 60 years in 
prison.

After being arrested Allen made state-
ments to detectives and jailhouse snitches 
about killing a girl in North Carolina. 

Thinking Newport’s long nightmare 
neared conclusion, investigators travelled 
to Wisconsin to take Allen’s confession. 
However, when they got there, Allen 
recanted his statements.

Law enforcement has never revealed 
whether it has DNA samples in Donna’s 
case, however, the resurgence in inves-
tigations in the mid-1990s when better 
DNA matching became possible suggests 
examples exist.

DNA did play a pivotal role in the life 

This undated photo shows Donna Marie 
Emmel. (File photo)

Tar Heel great 
& NBA legend 
Michael 
Jordan comes 
to The Big Rock

Russell Lewis, Morehead City
Edward Warren, Jacksonville
Edward Midyette III, Beaufort
Josh Styron, Atlantic
Gilliam Coats, Beaufort

Julia Raines, Morganton
Thomas Oglesby, Morehead City
Sarita Shaw, Morehead City
Edna Oglesby, Havelock
Angela Bullard, Newport

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The city council adopted the 2020-21 
fi scal year budget Tuesday evening, putting 
an end to what city offi cials have described 
as one of the most challenging budget cycles 
they’ve ever experienced due to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic and its widespread 
economic impacts. 

The adopted Morehead City budget totals 
$24,616,371 across all funds with a tax rate 
of 38 cents per $100 assessed property value, 
the same rate as the current fi scal year. The 
new fi scal year begins Wednesday, July 1.

The budget breaks down to $15,574,746 
in the general fund, $7,815,625 for the water 
and sewer fund, $1,066,000 for the solid 
waste fund and $160,000 for the newly-cre-
ated stormwater fund. Revenues and expen-
ditures are balanced with a one-time use of 
the fund balance for capital expenditures. 

The city anticipates a “signifi cant” loss of 
income next year, possibly upward of $1.4 
million or more, because of impacts of the 
pandemic on sales tax and other revenue 

sources. To offset some of the losses, in May 
the city laid off more than a dozen employ-
ees, and the adopted budget includes sweep-
ing cuts to operational and capital costs in 
an effort to conserve cash.  

“We feel pretty comfortable that because 
of some our moves over the past couple of 
months ...we’re hopeful that a lot of those 
moves have helped to offset that loss of rev-
enue,” City Manager Ryan Eggleston said. 

The council voted 4-1 to adopt the plan, 
with Councilman David Horton opposed. 
Mr. Horton explained his reasons for voting 
against the budget in a prepared statement 
he read for the council and the public. 

Mr. Horton cited the “extremely pessimis-
tic” revenue projections, a lack of funding 
for water and sewer capital needs and the 
desire to reevaluate school resource offi cer 
funding as among his reasons for voting 
against the budget. Also, he pushed for the 
city to adopt the revenue-neutral tax rate of 
35 cents, calling the 38-cent rate effectively 
a tax increase.

Otherwise, there was almost no discus-
sion on the plan Tuesday, which the council 
has reviewed and talked about at length in 
budget workshops for the past month. 

Mr. Eggleston noted staff made a few 
last-minute changes to the budget based on 
council feedback from the workshops. 

The budget for the Webb Memorial Library 
increased from $31,690 – enough to fund basic 
utilities and building maintenance, but not 
operations – to $130,000. Of that, $50,000 is 
allocated for part-time salaries and the rest is 
for supplies and building operations.  

For now, the Webb Library remains 
closed because of the pandemic, but Mr. 
Eggleston said once it reopens, it will be op-
erated under a staff/volunteer hybrid model. 
He said the part-time staffers will help 
coordinate volunteers in close conjunction 
with the Friends of the Webb Library, which 
pushed the city to reconsider funding for the 
library next year.

Also, the city allocated additional capital 
funds for new police patrol vehicles. The 
budget previously funded the purchase of 
three new patrol vehicles at about $110,000, 
but after hearing from Police Chief Bernette 
Morris on the state of the city’s aging fl eet, 
the council urged Mr. Eggleston to look into 
options for purchasing more vehicles. The 
budget was nearly quadrupled to $402,000 to 
fund the purchase of 10 new patrol vehicles.

Morehead City adopts $24.6M budget
Includesfundingfor
additionalpolicevehicles
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