
We’re part of the Mayo Clinic Care Network, giving us 
special access to Mayo Clinic knowledge, expertise and 
resources — and giving you the confidence of knowing 
you’ll receive high-quality health care, close to home. 
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‘Heart of a Champion’
CHAPEL HILL

Ü 6B

BEAUFORT

BEAUFORT

more money

See BUDGET Page 4A

Doris Ullman, Morehead City
Rollin Wallick, Pittsboro
Vladimir Toman, Carteret County
Augustus Forbush III, Newport
William Cote, Newport

Ashleigh Rose Fox, Carteret County
Andrew Münch, Pine Knoll Shores
Clayton Guthrie, Harkers Island

‘a long, hard year’

BEAUFORT

KEENE

See SCHOOL Page 4A
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Sunday 
June 13

Monday
June 14

Tuesday
June 15

Wednesday
June 16

Low 4:40 a.m. 5:20 a.m. 6:01 a.m. 6:44 a.m.
4:04 p.m. 4:47 p.m. 5:36 p.m. 6:31 p.m.

High 10:20 a.m 11:03 a.m. 11:49 a.m 12:06 a.m
10:40 p.m. 11:21 p.m.  -------- 12:41 p.m

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County 

Sheriff’s Office announced 
Thursday detectives with 
the agency’s Criminal 
Investigation Division 
have arrested a Newport 
man on charges related to 
the sexual exploitation of 
minors.

According to a release, 
the suspect, Caleb Samuel Keene, 21, is 
charged with five felony counts of second 
degree sexual exploitation of a minor and 
five felony counts of third degree sexual 
exploitation of a minor.

Mr. Keene was arrested as the result of 
an undercover internet crimes against chil-
dren, or ICAC, investigation, the sheriff’s 
office said. Detectives from the ICAC task 
force, along with the Pine Knoll Shores 
Police Department, began the investigation 
after discovering the suspect was allegedly 
in possession of and distributing images 
and videos of child exploitation online.

The investigation resulted in the execu-
tion of a search warrant at a residence in 
Newport Thursday morning. Detectives 
took Mr. Keene into custody and equip-
ment allegedly used to facilitate the crime 
was seized as evidence. 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

During budget discussions Monday 
evening, Carteret County commissioners 
requested a number of additional spending 
items be included in the county manager’s 
recommended fiscal 2021-22 budget, includ-
ing two sheriff’s patrol deputies, expanded 
hours at two library branches and increased 
public school system supplemental pay. 

The County Board of Commissioners met 
at the administration complex in Beaufort 
to hold a public hearing and discuss the 
proposed budget, which was introduced 
to commissioners last month by county 
manager Tommy Burns and finance direc-
tor Dee Meshaw. Nobody spoke during the 
public hearing, and the board is expected to 
adopt the annual tax-and-spend plan during 
its next regular monthly meeting Monday, 
June 21. 

Officials from the Carteret County public 
school system, Carteret Community College 
and the fire/EMS commission presented 
their budget requests to commissioners 
during the meeting, with superintendent 
Dr. Rob Jackson appeared on behalf of the 
school system to explain its $24,494,910 
local operating budget request. 

He highlighted the spending items driv-
ing a slight increase this year over last in the 

Newport man  
arrested on child 
porn charges

Commissionersrequestmoresheriff’sdeputies,
otheradditionstorecommendedFY22budget

school system’s request, including flood in-
surance costs, an employee assistance plan, 
a new transportation program in partnership 
with CCC and employee benefits and salary 
increases. He also showed commission-
ers how he plans to use federal COVID-19 
education relief funds to cover proposed 
increases in local supplements for the next 
several years. 

Dr. Jackson asked for a 1.25% increase in 
the certified supplement, which is provided 

At the request of Carteret County Sheriff Asa 
Buck, the County Board of Commissioners 
recommended including two additional sheriff’s 
deputies to the county’s proposed fiscal year 
2021-22 budget. (Elise Clouser photo)

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County teachers were busy last 
week preparing for 1,339 students who will 
return to classrooms Monday for a six-week 
summer school.

The program, Camp SHINE, or Serving-
Helping-Investing-Nurturing-Engaging, will 
offer learning opportunities to students in 
grades kindergarten through 12 whose aca-
demic performance declined over the last year.

Those being targeted are elementary stu-
dents who have fallen below state standards in 
reading and math, and middle and high school 
students who have failed classes or are below 
state standards in core subjects.

The school system’s chief academic officer 
Jody McClenny said Tuesday students in 
grades kindergarten through 2 will receive in-
struction in math and reading. Pupils in grades 
3 to 8 will attend classes in reading, math and 
science.

High school students will attend courses in 
English language arts, math, science and social 
studies.

“The focus will be on offering credit 
recovery opportunities for those (high school) 
students who lost credits. We’ll also offer an 
elective course for them,” she said.

Schools are required to have in-person so-
cial and emotional support provided by coun-
selors and social workers. In addition, schools 
will offer enrichment classes, such as music 
and art, and physical education activities.

All of these requirements are part of House 
Bill 82, adopted by the General Assembly in 

Teachersprepareforstudentstoreturnforsummerschool

April. The bill called for districts to offer 
summer school to address learning losses 
and the negative impacts of the coronavi-
rus pandemic on students.

Teachers preparing classrooms Thursday 
said they were hopeful Camp SHINE will 
help students who struggled over the last 
year to catch up.

“Summer school is making up for lost 
time,” Beaufort Middle School science 

teacher Hope Howard said. “Many of these 
kids lost out not only academically, but on 
social skills if they remained virtual the 
entire time. I want them to feel confident 
socially and academically when they come 
out of these classes.”

Beaufort Elementary School teacher Jyl-
lian Williams, who will teach science, said, 

Beaufort Elementary School teacher Jyllian Williams prepares science lesson plans Thursday for 
students who will return Monday for summer school. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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