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Mattie King Davis Art Gallery 
welcomes Janet Jaworski 
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POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
NCHSSA’s decision to allow 
schools to move to Phase 2?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

BEAUFORT

EMERALD ISLE

Emerald Isle identifies body 
found in surf as Ohio man

Town offi cials late Thursday 
afternoon identifi ed a body 
found in the surf Aug. 2 as that 
of Matthew Allen Powers, 59, of 
Galena, Ohio.

The identifi cation was made 
through dental records, ac-
cording to a press release from 
Emerald Isle offi cials.

MOREHEAD CITY

As teachers prepare to report 
to classrooms Tuesday, Superin-
tendent Dr. Rob Jackson is ap-
pealing to parents to let schools 
know what their attendance 
plans are for the 2020-21 aca-
demic year.

“We still have more than 
1,000 students we have not 
been able to get in contact 
with. We encourage parents 
and guardians to please con-
tact their schools so we can 
know what their plans are,” Dr. 
Jackson said during the Aug, 4 
Carteret County Board of Edu-
cation meeting.

During a follow-up conver-
sation Wednesday with the 
News-Times, Dr. Jackson said 
of the more than 8,000 stu-
dents anticipated to attend the 
county school system, staff had 
not heard from the parents of 
1,064 students.

Teachers to report Tuesday 
as officials finalize plans

Ü 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Despite a last-ditch appeal by school 
board member Melissa Ehlers, the 
Marine Science and Technologies Early 
College High School will open Monday, 
Aug. 17 without a freshman class.

During the Carteret 
County Board of Educa-
tion meeting Tuesday, 
Ms. Ehlers read a motion 
supporting the reinstate-
ment of the freshman 
class, which was cut 
when the board voted 
June 2 to open with only 
sophomores and juniors 
for the 2020-21 academic 
year due to budget concerns.

Ms. Ehlers, the sole board member 
who voted against cutting freshmen in 
June, said, “I move that we empower the 
superintendent to make the necessary 
preparations and arrangements so as to 
facilitate the matriculation of a MaST 
Early College High School freshman 
class as soon as practicable in the upcom-
ing 2020-21 school year.”

Her motion died due to a lack of a 
second.

Ms. Ehlers, during the meeting held 
via Zoom, pointed out that since the 
board voted in June, the state has allocat-
ed $200,000 for the school’s operation.

“That funding removes the stated 
impetus for this board’s June 2 vote to 
suspend the incoming freshman class,” 
she said. “The non-recurring nature of 
this funding is no different than the bulk 
of the state-allocated money which this 
county uses year in and year out to oper-
ate its incredible school system.”

Ms. Ehlers, who will leave the board 
in November after opting not to seek re-
election, asked if members were planning 
to close the school after this year.

“I appeal to you not to close this 
school. Are you going to keep the school 
open?” Ms. Ehlers asked.

While not responding directly to her 
question, BOE Chairperson John McLean 
said, “I for one am not comfortable with 
one-time nonrecurring money.”

Ms. Ehlers then said the board should 
make more effort to support the school, 
which opened in 2018 on the campus of 
Carteret Community College and allows 
students to gain high school and college 
credits simultaneously. MaST opened 
with 50 freshmen, with original plans to 
add 50 new freshmen each year until the 
school reached 200 students in grades 
nine through 12.

After anticipated state funding never 
materialized last year, the board had 
voted to close the school, which set off a 
fi restorm of protests from MaST parents 
and supporters. After parents fi led legal 
action against the board, members agreed 
to keep the school open for the 2019-20 
academic year.

Prior to Ms. Ehlers reading her motion 
Tuesday, county school system Finance 
Offi cer Kathy Carswell outlined the 
school’s budget for 2020-21. She said 
even with the $200,000 in state funding, 
the school would operate in 2020-21 
with a $78,476 defi cit. The defi cit will be 
made up from the school system’s fund 
balance.

The school’s total budget for 2020-21 
is $455,958. Of that, $245,958 comes 
from county commissioners, with 
$200,000 in state Cooperative Innovative 
High School funding and $10,000 in state 
textbook funding.

There will be four teachers in addition 
to a guidance counselor, clerical position, 
a part-time social worker and a new prin-
cipal, Cory Johnson. He replaces former 
Principal DeAnne Rosen, who resigned 
in July to accept a position as curriculum 
coordinator at Tiller School, a charter 

Schoolboard
nixesEhlers’
efforttorestore
freshmanclass
atMaST

EHLERS

See MaST  Pg 2A

MOREHEAD CITY 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

ROCKPORT, MAINE — Doris Buf-
fett, a philanthropist and former resident of 
Morehead City, died Tuesday at her home in 
Rockport, Maine, at the age of 92, multiple 
news sources report.

Ms. Buffett was the older sister of bil-
lionaire investor Warren Buffett and is 
remembered in the region as a benefactor 
of education and other charitable causes. 
Known as “the sunshine lady,” she founded 
the Sunshine Lady Foundation in 1996 while 
living in Carteret County and gave away mil-
lions of her fortune to helping others. 

Ms. Buffett had a particular interest in 
education and helped support the county’s 
public schools. 

Carteret County Schools Communications 
Director Tabbie Nance, who worked directly 
with Ms. Buffett as one of her “sunbeams,” 
said the late philanthropist established the 
Edith Stahl Craft Excellence in Teaching 
Award and helped fund improvements at 
many schools throughout the county.

“The generosity of Doris Buffett impacted 
and will continue to impact people around 
the world,” Ms. Nance told the News-Times. 
“She was a determined, compassionate lady 
who struggled in her early life and then moved 
forward to live a life as a philanthropist.” 

In 1998, the Sunshine Lady Foundation 
started a scholarship program aimed at help-
ing college-bound students in eastern North 

Doris Buffett, philanthropist and former 
Carteret County resident, dies at 92

Doris Buffett, a philanthropist and former resident 
of Morehead City, died Tuesday at her home in 
Rockport, Maine, at the age of 92.

Carolina pay for school. Ms. Nance said to 
date, the foundation has awarded more than 
$11.5 million in scholarships to students from 
the region. Morehead City residents Diane 
Grimsley and Mary Ellen Box, who died last 
fall, led the program.

“That scholarship program changed the 
lives of many people in Carteret County and 
that has impacted generations of people in this 
county because Doris focused the program 

MOREHEAD CITY

Residents receive free school 
supplies during Stuff the Bus
BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

A long line of vehicles, 
fi lled with families waiting for 
free school supplies, wound 
its way through the old Kmart 
parking lot Wednesday.

Volunteers distributed 
book bags fi lled with pen-
cils, crayons, notebook paper 
and other back-to-school 
supplies during the annual 
Stuff the Bus event.

The Rev. John Carswell 
of Parkview Baptist Church, 
who helps coordinate the 
event along with the Carteret 
County Public School 
Foundation, said volunteers 
distributed about 650 book 
bags fi lled with supplies, 
double what they have given 
out the past two years.

Rev. Carswell said he 
talked with several people 
during the distribution who 
were struggling due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“I’ve heard some say 
they’ve been unemployed 
during the time the pandem-
ic has happened,” he said. 
“Others have said they work 
but are struggling. I’ve had 
parents with tears in their 
eyes saying they couldn’t be-
lieve we were doing this.”

Those receiving supplies 
said they were grateful, such 
as Deidra Felton of More-
head City.

“This is really helpful. 
I’m a single parent. With my 
income, any help is a bless-
ing,” she said.

Residents remained in 
their vehicles while those 
helping handed out bags 
from a yellow school bus.

It looked much different 
than previous years due to 
safety precautions in place 
for the pandemic. In the past, 
Parkview Baptist Church 
would allow families to go 
through several stations in the 

church to pick up supplies, as 
well as receive free shoes and 
haircuts. This year, volun-
teers had pre-packed book 
bags with items Sunday, then 
let them sit for three days to 
help alleviate any potential 
virus contamination, accord-
ing to Rev. Carswell.

Despite the challenges 
imposed by the pandemic, as 
well as a visit late Monday 
by Tropical Storm Isaias, 
Rev. Carswell said the event 
was a success.

“We purchased $5,000 
in supplies and put together 
about 650 bags. We’ve had 
people drop by money and 
supplies, and we are grate-
ful,” he said.

Among those helping 
distribute supplies was the 
county’s new Superintendent 
Dr. Rob Jackson. He started 
his position July 1, so this 
was his fi rst Stuff the Bus 
distribution in the county.

Book bags hang from a school bus fi lled with free school supplies Wednesday for the Stuff the Bus 
school supply distribution. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Buffett / Pg 5A
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BEAUFORT

Voters in two of Carteret 
County’s smaller precincts will 
cast their ballots at a different 
location Tuesday, Nov. 3 as a 
result of recent changes. 

Wednesday, the County 
Board of Elections approved 
in a split vote to move Mar-
shallberg/Smyrna voters to the 
Otway/Straits/Bettie/Gloucester 
polling place and have Mill 
Creek voters cast their ballots 
at Newport No. 1. The precinct 
changes are only for the 2020 
presidential election. 

Staff made the recommenda-
tion amid strains on ability to 
staff polling locations. 

Elections panel makes  
precinct changes for Nov. 3
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Stacey Ward, Harkers Island
Richard Madsen, Morehead 
City
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