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POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? BEAUFORT

Ann Willis, Morehead City
Gregory Harrison, Newport
Augusta Delgiudice, Newport
Anthony Kozak, New Bern

Thurman Pittman, Jacksonville
Ronald Waters, Cape Carteret
Frances Waters, Cape Carteret
Joseph Kirby Jr., Havelock

Christine Chadwick is working 
to break down barriers for those 
living with disabilities.

The founder of the Adaptive 
Surf Project-North Carolina pro-
vides that community with new 
possibilities three times a year 
with a day at the beach.

“It’s really cool,” she said. 
“Some are hesitant to come 
out, but usually once they’re out 
there, they are hooked. Even if 
they are not interested in getting 
in the water, they like just hang-
ing out on the beach, talking to 
people.”

ATLANTIC BEACH

‘They still wanted to surf’ 

See Bond  Page 4A

Ü 6A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Offi cials are in the process 
of fi nalizing phase one of a 
stormwater study and are mov-
ing forward with developing a 
master plan to address fl ooding 
and related issues in Morehead 
City.

The city hired the fi rm Wood 
Environment & Infrastructure 
Solutions Inc. of Durham as a 
consultant on the stormwater 
management project last year. 
David Stroud and Mary Halley 
with Wood appeared via Zoom 
during a city council workshop 
Tuesday morning to give an 
update on the process.

“We’re trying to reduce and 
eliminate that stormwater fl ood-
ing that happens after large rain 
events and coastal storms, in 
combination with potential rise 
of the seas and water levels,” 
Mr. Stroud said of the purpose 
of the project. 

Phase one of the program 
involves a pilot study of down-
town Morehead City east of 
15th Street, including the resi-
dential and business districts. 
Mr. Stroud said the fi rm chose 
the area to examine initially 
because it is particularly low-ly-
ing and prone to fl ooding, and 
also because it contains older 
infrastructure than some other 
parts of town.

“We chose this pilot area to 
demonstrate that there could be 
solutions in this area with older 
infrastructure,” he said.

As part of the pilot study, the 

MOREHEAD CITY

Morehead City moves forward with stormwater plan

Vehicles get caught in stormwater fl ooding at 15th and Bridges streets in Morehead City in this fi le photo from May 
2017. (News-Times photo)

Those looking for the perfect 
pumpkin and wanting to sup-
port a good cause can do both 
when they purchase gourds from 
Hannah’s Hope Pumpkin Patch at 
The Market at Cedar Point.

The pumpkin patch is named 
after the nonprofi t started by 
market owners Jeff and Mary 
Miller, whose daughter Hannah 
died in an automobile accident in 
2012.

They originally created Han-
nah’s Hope to raise funds to 
support children whose families 
couldn’t afford extracurricu-
lar school activities, as well as 
provide scholarships and other 
needs of students.

CEDAR POINT

For a Good Cause 

Ü 1B

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Patrick Conneely, owner 
of Chick-fi l-A in More-
head City, who is leading a 
grassroots group endorsing 
school bond and sales tax 
referendums, encouraged residents to vote for both during the Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 General Election.

Mr. Conneely, sporting several signs supporting both efforts, spoke 
during the public comment time of the Carteret County Board of Edu-
cation meeting, held Tuesday in the school system’s central offi ce on 
Safrit Drive.

He also spoke to school advisory council members during a virtual 
meeting held with the BOE prior to the start of the regular session.

“As a businessman and local taxpayer, I have taken a great deal of 
time to look at these bonds to see that they include needs and not wants 
and that bonds are the most cost effective way of fi nancing these proj-
ects,” he said. “I am confi dent on both fronts that this is the way to go.”

Mr. Conneely said he and other county business owners started 
Carteret Citizens Advocating Responsible Spending to advocate for the 
school bond and sales tax referendum with the slogan, “Bonds Make 
Good Cents.”

Proceeds from the $42 million school bond referendum, if passed, 
would go to multiple school capital projects and improvements across 
the county, including classroom additions and construction of four 
free-standing gymnasiums that would be shelter-ready in the event of a 

fi rm took an inventory of exist-
ing stormwater infrastructure 
and analyzed the data to model 
a 25-year storm event. The fi rm 
also examined the city’s current 
stormwater policies, as well 
as land use and development 
statutes and interviewed staff 
on what they see as the greatest 
needs related to fl ooding and 
stormwater management.

Ms. Halley said the team is 
working on completing a draft 
stormwater management plan 
for the pilot study area, which 
should be done within a couple 

of months. Representatives will 
return to present the plan to the 
council at an upcoming meeting.

In addition to providing pol-
icy and infrastructure improve-
ment recommendations, the plan 
will lay out estimated costs and 
potential funding sources for 
fi nancing any projects that may 
be carried out. After phase one 
is complete, the city will embark 
on the same process for other 
areas of Morehead City, even-
tually culminating in a master 
stormwater management plan.  

The city spent $116,800 in 

fi scal year 2019-20, which ended 
June 30, to employ the consul-
tant fi rm. There is also $160,000 
in a newly created stormwater 
fund within the current fi scal 
year budget, money which City 
Manager Ryan Eggleston said 
will be used for implementing 
the fi rm’s recommendations with 
potential future projects. 

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by 
phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 229; 
or follow on Twitter @eliseccnt.

Group rallies support for school 
bond, sales tax referendums 

hurricane. Those gyms would be at the three high schools and at 
White Oak Elementary School.

The measure will appear on the Nov. 3 ballot as follows: 
“Shall the order authorizing $42,000,000 of bonds plus interest to 

Chick-fi l-A owner Patrick Conneely, left, shows one of several signs his 
citizen’s group is placing around the county in support of school bond 
and sales tax referendums to County Board of Education Chairman 
John McLean prior to the start of the school board meeting Tuesday in 
Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

 For a full list of school capital 
projects proposed if a $42 million 
school bond referendum passes 
during the Nov. 3 general election, 
go to carolinacoastonline.com
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