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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Riders remember 9/11 
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 8A

POLL
QUESTION

 Do you plan to vote in the 
November election by 
absentee or in person? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

NEWPORTBEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

County offi cials reported 13 
additional confi rmed cases of 
COVID-19 Sept. 13, though 
the number of active cases fell 
below 50 for the fi rst time in 
nearly two weeks.

Carteret County has recorded 
649 total COVID-19 cases since 
March, with 45 cases currently 
considered active. Meanwhile, 
598 people have recovered 
from the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus, and six resi-
dents have died.

Four patients were hospital-
ized at Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City with COVID-19 
symptoms, as of Sept. 13.

The county reports COVID-19 
case updates weekday after-
noon via its website, carteret-
countync.gov, and the Carteret 
County government and health 
department Facebook pages.

To date, offi cials have report-
edly conducted 7,690 COVID-
19 tests, with 144 test results 
pending Sept. 13.  

Carteret County reports 
13 more COVID-19 cases 

See Gold Star  Page 2A

BEAUFORT

Robert Hayes III, Swansboro
Heidi Guiendon, Otway
Janis Williams, Morehead City
Earle Wade III, Beaufort
John Provetero, Cape Carteret 
Malcolm Moore, Swansboro
Aythel Harper, Hubert
George Robinson, Ocracoke

Irvin Davis Jr., Beaufort
David Melvin, Emerald Isle
Teresa Motes, Newport
Ruby Morgan, Fayetteville
Betty Lewis, Clayton
Catherine Erickson, Havelock
Frank Simunek, Beaufort

NEWPORT — Newport police 
have charged a 36-year-old man with 
attempted murder after he allegedly 
attacked two women with a machete. 

According to a Monday release 
from the Newport Police Department, 

the attack, which did 
not result in any inju-
ries, occurred on Cha-
tham Street around 7 
a.m. Sunday.  

Mark Louis Hall 
Jr., 36, of Newport, 
has been charged with 
two counts each of 
attempted murder and 
assault with a deadly 

weapon with intent to kill and one 
count of injury to personal property.

In the release, authorities said one 
of the victims told offi cers she was 
waiting by the road for a ride to work 
when she allegedly noticed Mr. Hall 
across the street pointing at her. The 
victim reported Mr. Hall began yelling 
and screaming at her and then charged, 
swinging a large machete.

Police said he pursued the woman 
as she ran to get help from the second 
victim. Mr. Hall allegedly swung the 
machete at both victims as they ran 
around a parked car in a driveway, 
striking the vehicle several times. The 
victims, both Hispanic women, were 
able to retreat inside a home and call 
for help, the release continues. 

Mr. Hall, who the victims report-
edly did not know, fl ed the area and 
was later identifi ed by Offi cer Nathan-
iel Alvarado. 

Neither of the victims were injured 
in the attack. 

Newport police arrested Mr. Hall 
without incident, according to the 
release, and he is being held at the 
Carteret County jail in Beaufort under 
a $1 million bond. 

He was scheduled for a fi rst court 
appearance Monday morning.  

Authorities said they do not know 
a motive for the attack and there is no 
connection between Mr. Hall and the 
victims. 

Newport man 
arrested for 
attempted murder 
in machete attack
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The nonprofi t Carteret County Carteret 
County Gold Star Family Monument group 
will dedicate its new monument and memo-
rial at Courthouse Square at 2 p.m. Sunday.

The monument will honor the ultimate 
sacrifi ce some members of the local military 
community have made, as well as the families 
and friends left behind.

Gold Star mother Maria Myers, an 81-
year-old Beaufort resident who headed up the 
effort for the monument, lost her son, Donald, 
an Army Apache helicopter pilot, in a train-
ing exercise in 1997. Another woman deeply 
involved in the effort, Gold Star mother and 
Morehead City resident Trish Slape, lost her 
son, James, in October 2018 in the Helmand 
Province of Afghanistan while he was serving 
with the N.C. Army National Guard.

Gold Star mothers strive to keep the 
memories of their deceased children alive by 
working to help veterans, those who currently 
serve and their families and friends.

Ms. Slape said Sunday will be the culmi-
nation of two years of emotion that those left 
behind go through, time and again.

“It’s been emotional the last two years,” 
she told the News-Times. “I’m looking for-
ward to it. I’m honored to have played a part 
in making it happen. It’s important to me to 
honor our military and their families, those 
who are gone and those who are still with 
us.”

The monument, she said, “is gorgeous” 
and will suitably honor the parties in ques-
tion. The design of the memorial has been 
kept quiet ahead of Sunday’s unveiling. 

Ms. Slape also said she was amazed by the 

Withmonumentdedicationset,
GoldStarfamiliesrecallserviceloss

The nonprofi t Carteret County Carteret County Gold Star Family Monument group will dedicate its new 
monument, shown above, and memorial at Courthouse Square at 2 p.m. Sunday. The monument will 
honor the ultimate sacrifi ce some members of the local military community have made, as well as the 
families and friends left behind. (Submitted photo)

HALL JR.

STAFF REPORT
Courtrooms and the county clerk’s of-

fi ce of the Carteret County Courthouse in 
Beaufort will be closed at least through 
Wednesday for cleaning after a member of 
the courthouse judicial staff tested positive 
for COVID-19.

All sessions of district civil and crimi-
nal and superior civil and criminal court 
are canceled, according to the website 
ncccourts.gov. Signs are reportedly posted 
at the courthouse entrance with informa-
tion.

Clerk of Court Ken Raper told the 
News-Times he made the decision after 
discussions with County Health Director 
Stephanie Cannon and the N.C. Administra-
tive Offi ce of the Courts. The courthouse of-
fi ces will be closed until a deep clean of the 
spaces can be conducted and all staff can be 
tested for COVID-19.

Mr. Raper has 23 staff under his direc-
tion, but said he was also concerned for the 
safety of other members of the judicial staff. 

The courthouse closure will last until 
at least today, but could extend the entire 
week, according to Mr. Raper. A decision 
will be made by Tuesday afternoon. No 
further update was available by presstime. 

A county representative said the court-
house will remain open for county govern-

Courthouse closed after employee 
tests positive for COVID-19

ment business.
The state courts’ website provides an 

alternate fi ling location as the magistrate’s 

offi ce at 308 Craven St. in Beaufort and an 
alternate fi ling contact number at 252-504-
4540.

The Carteret County Courthouse will be closed Monday through Wednesday for COVID-19 cleaning. 
(News-Times photo)

Ultimate sacrifice

BEAUFORT

BY CHERYL BURKE
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The Carteret County public 
school system has reported two 
new COVID-19 cases at Cro-
atan High School, making the 
total number of confi rmed cases 
in county schools 10.

According to a COVID-19 
reporting section on the school 
system’s website, the two newest 
CHS cases were confi rmed Sept. 
14. This brings the total number 
of cases confi rmed at the school 
since Aug. 30 to four.

Offi cials reported the fi rst 
two confi rmed cases in county 
schools Aug. 28 at Bogue 
Sound Elementary, with a third 
case at that school confi rmed 
Sept. 8. Offi cials confi rmed 
two cases at CHS Aug. 30 and 
Sept. 1. Then, two cases were 
confi rmed Sept. 7 at White Oak 
Elementary, with a third WOES 
case reported Sept. 9.

There was no comment from 
Tuesday on the new cases.

On the school district’s 
website, Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson stated, “Please be 
aware, should an individual 
in the school system receive a 
positive diagnosis of COVID-
19, the parents or guardians 
of students or the employees 
who have been in close contact 
will be notifi ed by the Carteret 
County Health Department.”

He further stated the school 
system continues to implement 
safety precautions to prevent 
and mitigate the spread of CO-
VID-19 in the schools.

Carteret County Schools 
reports additional 
confirmed COVID-19 cases

Sunday 
Sept. 20

Monday
Sept. 21

Tuesday 
Sept. 22

Wednesday 
Sept. 23

Low 4:08 a.m. 4:57 a.m. 5:49 a.m. 6:46 a.m.
4:50 p.m. 5:49 a.m. 6:52 p.m. 8:01 p.m.

High 10:29 a.m. 11:23 a.m. 12:22 p.m. 12:44 a.m
10:50 p.m. 11:44 p.m. --------  1:25 p.m.
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