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and who we should be.”

The service included a patriotic musi-

cal prelude with the Carolina East Singers 

and Angela Baker, an award-winning 

musician and songwriter, who has been 

participating in the ceremony for more 

than 30 years.

ble to helping out,” 
Mr. Gotard said, 
noting the church 
was a special part 
of Saturday’s ser-
vice.

“This is such a 
special day for us 
and America,” Mr. 
Gotard said. 

He also said 
the service is “an 
opportunity to 

show who we are, who we wanted to be 
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar

Brenda Mobley, Swansboro
Richard Young, Swansboro
Valerie Sherrer, Charlotte
Luther Gillikin, Williston
Shane Clanton, Swansboro

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Hurricane 
prep

EI urges vigilance among beachgoers
Offers safety tips
for ocean swims

Beaufort looks
at 5.5-cent hike

NOAA
predicts
‘normal’
storm
season

Schools
drop val,
sal grad
honors

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

RALEIGH — With 
hurricane season offi-
cially beginning Saturday, 
June 1, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Climate 
Prediction Center is forecast-
ing a near-normal season for 
2019. Meanwhile, state and 
federal officials are urging 
residents to prepare.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 

There will be a big change 
when members of the county’s 
Class of 2019 take part in com-
mencement exercises Friday, 
June 7 — there will be no 
valedictorians or salutatorians.

For the first time in coun-
ty history, the three county 
public high schools will use 
a Latin honors graduation 
system similar to colleges to 
honor top academic students. 
Instead of a valedictorian and 
salutatorian, graduates with 

Supervising lifeguard Jessica Hasteadt with the town of Emerald Isle fastens a flag Wednesday to 
notify swimmers a lifeguard is on duty at the Western Ocean Regional Access. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — With thousands of visitors 
flooding into town for Memorial Day weekend, 
Interim Town Manager Randy Martin used the 
town’s official newsletter, Emerald Tidings, last 
week to provide answers to questions that have 
arisen in the wake of four ocean drownings in town 
so far this spring.

“The town is blessed with well-trained and 
dedicated public safety professionals who desire to 
provide the highest level of service possible to all 
constituencies,” wrote Mr. Martin, who will leave 
when the new town manager, Matt Zapp, takes over 
in mid-June.

“Yet it is quite a challenge to cover the 12-
plus miles of ocean strand and a like amount of 
sound and inlet waterways,” Mr. Martin wrote. 
“Staff have developed a comprehensive plan to 
strategically deploy available resources on the 
ocean strand where the largest concentration 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — During their second bud-
get meeting of the year Thursday at town 
hall, commissioners mulled a number of pos-
sible tax increases.

While the tentative 2019-20 fiscal year 
budget mentions possible tax increases in 
2021 and 2023, Beaufort commissioners 
could opt for a tax increase as early as the 
upcoming fiscal year, which starts Monday, 
July 1. 

The reasoning behind the suggested tax 
increase is to pay for a market adjustment 
for town employees, according to board 
members. 

“We’ve got to look out for our personnel,” 
Commissioner Ann Carter said. 

Town personnel includes those working in 
public safety, administration, finance, plan-
ning, parking and public works. 

Staff and commissioners discussed at 
length the town’s need to avoid turnover. 

According to Town Manager John Day, 
securing and keeping qualified employees is 
challenging without cost-of-living adjustments. 

See Ocean / Page 4A See 5.5-cent / Page 5A

See Honors / Page 5A

See Storm / Page 4A

Community remembers the fallen
BY MEGAN 

SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

M O R E H E A D 

CITY — Many in 
the county gath-
ered Saturday to 
show their respect 
to those who paid 
the ultimate price 
for our freedom.

The Carteret 
County Veteran’s 
Service Office hosted its annual Memorial 

‘Far too often the citizens of 
our nation take for granted the 
freedoms that we inherited. Those 
freedoms were paid for with the 
blood of many patriots.’               

— Capt. Joe McCammond
U.S. Marine Corps, retired

Day service at Glad Tidings Church, a new 
venue for the event, which is usually held 
at the Carteret County Veterans Memorial 
at Courthouse Square in Beaufort. 

Veteran’s Services Officer Hank Gotard 
said he was pleased with the venue switch 
and the department might use the space in 
years to come.

“We’ll be here. They’ve been so amia- See Fallen / Page 2A

Participants place American flags Saturday in honor of family members who paid the ultimate price during a Memorial Day service at Glad Tidings Church in 
Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo)

Capt. Joe McCammond addresses veterans, politicians and civilians dur-
ing Saturday’s service. (Dylan Ray photo)

A rarefied signing
Croatan’s Brendon Hodge signs a four-

year track and field deal with Wingate 
University.

Page 11A

Linda Turner, Atlantic
Terry Holt, Morehead City
Lenwood Lee, Morehead City
Louise Ramsdell, Wilmington
Eugene Wolbert, Newport
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