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Expect a little rain on 
Saturday with Sunday 
mostly sunny. Highs will 
be in the mid-50s and 
lows will be in the low-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jayden Westbrook, 
a student in Kim 
Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• CCPD’s canine Draco to meet, greet

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s paper for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter

Seaside Arts Council will feature Tim Carter Band in concernt, Page 7

Swansboro swim teams capture conference championships, Page 11

A dandelion is considered by 
some to be “a stubborn weed that 
never seems to leave your lawn or 
garden,” according to Wikipedia. 
But this dandelion – a flowering 

plant found in many parts of the 
world – made its presence known 
in Stella on one of the coldest days 
of the young year. It was a welcome 
sight. (Pete Rulon photo)

A welcome sight

Commentary

Despite truce 

on trade war, 

U.S. farmers 

are still hurt
By Dave Kaplan

A truce between armed 
forces fighting each other is 
usually welcomed; it often 
means that the killing and 
destruction will decrease 
and perhaps produce pro-
posals to end a war that has 
already had many negative 
consequences.

Accordingly, the right 
truce worked out by trade 
negotiators will bring 
smiles to many U.S. and 
Chinese officials who have 
been working hard to end 
the trade war between 
China and the U.S.

While many will contin-
ue to deny that this war has 
been economically costly, 
the facts emerging from the 
analysis of that war confirm 
that it has damaged both 
economies. Similarly, it has 
also damaged political rela-
tionships between the two 
countries. While the trade 
war shows signs of abating, 
the damage to various sec-
tors of the economy is clear.

The U.S. agricultural 
sector was hard hit by the 
trade war, largely a result 
of the significant decrease 
of purchases of U.S. farm 
goods by China. Moreover, 
general trade between the 
two economic giants also 
decreased by $100 billion 
a year. In addition, foreign 
investment in the U.S. sig-
nificantly decreased.

Meanwhile, the argu-
ments concerning the use 
of tariffs continue. The 
Trump administration con-
tinually trumpets the vir-
tues of using tariffs, while 
other analysts state that the 
uncertainty produced by 
their use complicates the 
negotiations necessary to 
reach trade agreements and 
contributes to the reduction 
in bilateral trade between 
the two countries. China’s 
economic growth rate con-
tinues to decrease. That 
coupled with the problem 
posed by the decline in 

Basketball star 

delivers grant

Christina Barnes, left, and Christi 
Clark display the check presented 

by Steve Vacendak, right, at the 
assembly. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Steve Vacendak, known for his bas-
ketball prowess during his playing days 
at Duke University, held a different court 
at Queens Creek Elementary School on 
Thursday, Jan. 23.

Vacendak, executive director of N.C. 
Beautiful, was at the school to deliver a 
grant check to Christina Barnes, a first 
grade teacher.

She and fellow Queens Creek teacher 
Christi Clark, head of the “Green Team,” 

which focuses the school effort in creat-
ing opportunities for students to engage 
with environmental and ecological topics, 
accepted the funds, $994.14. (See related 
story.)

Vacendak said the grant is one of only 
30 awarded statewide by N.C. Beautiful 
this cycle.

N.C. Beautiful is a private nonprofit 
organization “dedicated to raising the 
awareness and appreciation of our natural 

(See LOSS, page �)(See SCHOOL, page �)

Heritage 

center 

planning 

to open
The Swansboro Area 

Heritage Center will 
reopen for a social and 
scavenger hunt open to 
the public on Feb. 11, 
5:30-7:30 p.m., with the 
actual contest beginning 
at 5:45.

The center at 502 
Church St., badly dam-
aged during Hurricane 
Florence, has been 
closed for more than 
year.

Not only will the 
museum space be on dis-
play, the history projects 
of several Swansboro 
High School students 
will also be featured at 
the opening. 

Join the Swansboro 
Historical Association in 
celebrating the reopen-
ing! For information 
visit swansborohistoric-
site.org.

By Zack Nally

Public safety and a 
secure educational environ-
ment are at the top of the 
list of priorities heading 
into the Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners 
and Board of Education 
races.

The two local races have 
a number of seats open as 
candidates look to fill the 
gaps against a lineup of 
incumbents.

In the race for commis-
sioner, four of seven seats 
are available as Republican 
incumbents Jack Bright of 
Hubert, Paul Buchanan of 
Swansboro, Royce Bennett 
of Jacksonville and Robin 
L. Knapp of Jacksonville 
have all reached the end of 
their four-year terms.

The Republican chal-
lengers are Cynthia LaCorte 
of Swansboro, William 
Argenbright of Holly 
Ridge, Walter J. Scott 
of Richlands, Barbara 
Humphrey Garrett of 
Jacksonville and Jonathan 
B. Delle of Jacksonville.

There are also three 
Democrat challengers, 
including Aleccia Sutton of 

Midway Park, Patty Diaz 
of Jacksonville and Velvet 
Scoggin of Jacksonville.

As for what commis-
sion hopefuls plan to do 
with their time in office, 
newcomer LaCorte echoed 
sentiments of funding for 
the county’s public service 
agencies.

“We need to make sure 
our EMS, our fire depart-
ments and our sheriff’s 
office are well-funded to 
keep our people safe,” she 
said. “What are we without 
our safety?”

Current board of com-
missioners chairman Bright 
spoke of the challenges fac-
ing the county and where 
priorities will be focused 
going forward.

“Looking ahead, sub-
stance abuse and mental 
health issues are at the fore-
front of what needs to be 
addressed,” he said. “Those 
are what drives the train on 
a lot of budget shortfalls, in 
particular our public safety 
and emergency services.”

A real estate broker 
since 2006, LaCorte said 
she has also heard the call 

Onslow 

primary 

features 

hopefuls

(See PRIMARY, page �)

The headline on an 
article on Gloria Sanders in 
last week’s Tideland News 
contained an error.

Sanders is chairman of 
the Swansboro Historical 
Association Board of 
Directors, not the president 
of the SHA as stated.

Amelia Dees-Killette is 
president of the Swansboro 
Historical Association.

We apologize for the 
error.

Headline 

corrected


