
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Western Carteret battens down the hatches

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Coast Guard Auxiliary crew called to assist injured turtle, Page 5
Swansboro tops Croatain in football for third straight year, Page 9
It’s Elementary returns, Queens Creek featured this week, page 10
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St. Peter’s by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church 
of Swansboro will once 
again host a lobster sale 
fundraiser.

The church will offer 
Maine lobsters, cooked 
for $21 and live for $18, 
for sale on Sept. 28.

Orders for lobsters 
are due in advance and 
must be placed by Sept. 
18.

For information call 
(910) 326-4757.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
gorgeous: sunshine, 
with highs in the low-
80s and lows in the 
low-70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn by 
Autumn Montgomery, 
a student in Jennifer 
Killingsworth’s first 
grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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Commentary

Burning 

Amazon’s 

rainforest 

devastating

SHS student 

works on ‘Hill’
By Ann vonHoorn

A recent Swansboro High School 
graduate had the distinct honor of being 
the only high school student selected to 
serve on a bipartisan U.S. Congressional 
panel discussing violence and suicide.

Izabela Willis, who will attend 
Appalachian State University in the 
fall, served as president of the SHS 
SAVE Promise Club this past school 
year. SAVE stands for Students Against 
Violence Everywhere and the “promise” 
extension refers to Sandy Hook Promise.

The panel discussion focused on 
preventing violence and suicide. It took 
place at the Rayburn House Office 
Building for members of Congress in 
Washington, DC

The title of the program is Students 
STANDUP: Preventing Suicide and 
Threats of Violence in Our Schools.

Willis was the only student among 
experts on mental Illness and suicide 
prevention.

The panel included Bill Sherlach, 
a founding member of Sandy Hook 
Promise; Frank Zenere, a school 
psychologist of student services/cri-
sis program with Dade County, Fla.; 
and Dr. David Jones, National Public 
Policy Council Member from American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

John Madigan, senior vice president 
of the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, moderated the panel.

By Kathleen Rogers

It’s another year marked 
by fire. In April, billions 
of hearts broke as flames 
engulfed one of the world’s 
most awe-inspiring church-
es, Paris’s Notre Dame 
Cathedral.

Like all great tragedies, 
what gave the cathedral 
so much majesty was also 
what fueled its downfall. 
More than 5,000 old-growth 
oak trees make up the 
beams, trusses and rein-
forcements of the 850-year 
old French Gothic cathe-
dral. The cathedral compris-
es so much timber that its 
frame was given a romantic 
name over the centuries: “la 
forêt,” or the forest.

Long before the fire was 
extinguished, people and 
organizations from around 
the world rushed to donate. 

In the day and a half fol-
lowing the fire, more than 
$1 billion dollars was 
pledged to restore Notre 
Dame to its former glory.

Today, we face the dev-
astation of another forest: 
The Amazon. The Amazon 
rainforest is on fire, and 
the devastation can be seen 
from space. Brazil’s space 
research center has detected 
more than 72,000 fires 
alone so far this year – an 
83 percent increase over the 
same period in 2018, and 
nearly 10,000 new forest 
fires since last week.

The Amazon is home to 
half of the world’s tropic 
forests and more than two 
million animal and plant 
species.

As the world’s larg-
est land carbon sink, the 
(See STOPPING, page �)(See STUDENT, page �)

Getting Dorian-ready

Ward McCormac maneuvers the forklift in 
order to place one of the larger boats in the 

Casper’s Marina dry stack on a stand so it can 
be transferred. (Williams photo)

Storm 

gives 

town 

pause
By Jimmy Williams

Labor Day 2019 in 
downtown Swansboro 
looked a little different 
from Labor Days past. 
While folks were lined 
up at Yana’s as usual on 
Monday morning – a good 
breakfast goes a long way 
on a rainy day – there was 
little else happening along 
Front Street.

There were plenty of 
parking spaces but “closed” 
signs hung in a lot of the 
shops’ doors.

Hurricane Dorian, it 
seemed, was making his 
mark on the Friendly City 
by the Sea even as he 
dragged across the Bahamas 
at a 1-mile-per-hour “clip.”

By contrast, just down 
Water Street at Casper’s 
Marina, the crew was 
plenty busy. Preparations 
for high water at the town’s 

Special election race is set

By Jimmy Williams

The race for the unexpired term 
is fixed.

When filing for Swansboro’s 
special board of commissioners’ 
election ended at 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 30, four town residents had 
put their names in the hat.

Bradley Buckley of 208 
Nikida Court, Larry Philpott of 

706 Hummingbird South,  Jeffrey 
“Dusty” Rhodes of 415 Patriots 
Point Lane and Jennifer Steele of 
306 Baffle Court will be on the 
ballot.

Up for election is a seat on 
the board that will run through 
December 2021. Phil Keagy cur-
rently holds the seat. He was 
appointed in August 2018 to 
replace Angela Clinton, but only 

for the first half of her four-year 
term. Keagy chose not to seek elec-
tion for the remainder of the term. 

The special election will coin-
cide with the regular municipal 
election on Nov. 5.

The regular municipal ballot 
will include the names of six can-
didates, vying for three seats on the 
board.

The six candidates who have 

filed include incumbents Frank 
Tursi and Roy Herrick. They will 
join Jeffrey Conaway, Laurent 
Meilleur, Harry “PJ” Pugliese and 
Jerry Seddon on the ballot. When 
those candidates filed they were 
unaware that there would be a spe-
cial election to fill the fourth seat.

That – and the fact that they 

Together they explained the urgency 
of legislation, which would help prevent 
violence and suicide in our schools.

Willis was selected for this panel 
thanks to the leadership she displayed as 

Four candidates file seeking Clinton/Keagy seat

Izabela Willis

(See STORM, page �)

(See SPECIAL, page �)

Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners is accepting 
nominations for the Samuel 
Swann Bland Outstanding 
Community Service Award.

The award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership, and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park, to the public and to 
the Swansboro community.

Given annually to a pub-
lic employee, civic leader, 
or community volunteer 
that has demonstrated 
outstanding dedication to 
the improvement of com-
munity services, the honor 
is awarded by the com-
missioners based on five 
criteria: impact, effort, 
stewardship, initiative and 
innovation.

Nomination forms are 
available on the town web-
site and must be submitted 
to Paula Webb, assistant 
town manager/town clerk 
by Oct. 31. For more infor-
mation call (910) 326-4428.

Award

on tap


