
NEWS

The News-Times is inside!
• SECA HOUSE offers assistance

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 37                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                         MAY 22, 2019

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.carolinacoastonline.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News

Swansboro Town  
Hall and Swansboro 
Recreation Center will be 
closed on Monday in obser-
vance of Memorial Day.

Onslow County offices 
will be closed on Monday, 
May 27.

Onslow County Landfill 
and the convenience sites 
will all be closed for the 
holiday.

Swansboro’s ABC Store 
will be open as usual.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be closed on 
Monday in observance of the 
holiday.

Financial institutions 
will be closed on Monday as 
will the U.S. Post Office in 
Swansboro.

Happy 

Holiday 

closings

By Jimmy Williams

Even though the vote to rezone was 3-
2, Vicki McKnight will have to wait until 
Tuesday, May 28, to find out if her property on 
Hammock Beach Road will change from resi-
dential-agriculture to highway business.

Swansboro commissioners handled the mat-
ter at their April 23 meeting.

Swansboro Planning Board considered the 
request April 1 and voted unanimously to rec-
ommend approval. The planning board acts in 
advisory capacity.

McKnight is asking for two parcels totaling 
approximately 1.348 acres on Hammock Beach 
Road to be rezoned from RA to B-1, according 
to Andrea Correll, town planner.

The rezoning would be consistent with the 
town’s 2009 Land-Use Plan, which identifies 
the parcels as commercial, and the 2019 Land-
Use Plan Update, which identifies the parcels 
as Suburban Town Center, also a commercial 
designation. Correll’s memo to the board also 
points out that three of the adjoining parcels 
are zoned commercial or townhouse develop-
ment.

Cindy Szwarckop of Stewart Engineering 
represented McKnight at the town commission 
meeting. She said the family was only taking 
the first step with the property.

“There is no current plan for the property,” 
Szwarckop said. The owner wants to bring the 
property into conformance with the surround-
ing uses. “Residential-agriculture is not appro-
priate with surrounding land uses.”

The property will eventually be put up for 
sale, according to Szwarckop.

In her comments, Correll said the property 
is “functionally surrounded by B-1 zoned prop-
erties on the east, north, and west, with one 

residual, single-family residential home on RA 
land to the south, and another residual home to 
the southwest.”

The McKnight property is across the road 
from Walmart and Moore’s BBQ, backs up 
to townhomes and the ABC Store and is next 
door to a realtor’s office.

Correll also pointed that “suburban town 
center” is listed in the town’s land-use plan 
update as an area set aside for retail develop-
ment.

After presenting the matter to the commis-
sioners on April 23, a public hearing followed. 
Only Szwarckop spoke.

When Mayor John Davis allowed board 
member discussion, Commissioner Roy 
Herrick expressed concern.

“I have a problem with it,” he said.
He said the request and situation was simi-

lar to the one the board faced in 2017 concern-
ing the rezoning of residential property on 
Queens Creek Road.

Owners of three adjoining parcels, which 
totaled about 8 acres, wanted to rezone from 
residential-20, which allows single-family 
residential, to B-1. Swansboro Planning Board 
voted unanimously to recommend the rezoning 
be denied.

And, in that case, the commissioners 
turned down the request because it was “cre-
ating problems on the road,” Herrick said he 
recalled. On April 23, Herrick said he believes 
the same thing holds true for the Hammock 
Beach Road request. Allowing the zoning 
change would add to the traffic problem on 

Rezoning returns 

to commissioners
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Grocery’s 

promotion 

generated 

interest

in horses
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be beautiful with highs 
in the mid-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Finn 
Kaskela, a student in 
Kathleen Lester’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Barry Fetzer

It is during this horserac-
ing “season” of the Kentucky 
Derby, the Belmont Stakes and 
the Preakness that we’re inter-
ested in horseracing. It’s the 
only time of the year we are. 
We laugh at some of the horses’ 
names and lean into the TV 
as the gates open, our excite-
ment reaching a crescendo as 
the horses reach the finish line. 
Other times of the year, we 
hardly know the sport exists.

My wife Arlene’s interest 
comes from memories of her 
mom’s interest in horseracing 
and growing up in Havelock 
and of the Colonial Grocery 

or A&P Food Store. She can’t 
rightly remember which one. 
Maybe one of my readers can 
help her recall.

Arlene remembered her 
mom watching the horses 
parade into the starting gates 
and saying “Oh, she could win 
because of her long legs” or “he 
could win because of his broad 
chest” and then standing in 
front of the TV jumping up and 
down, her fists raised in the air 
encouraging her selected “win-
ner” to win.

She also remembers 
that instead of S&H Green 
Stamps being given away at 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside today’s Tideland for your Memorial Day Flag! 

Restaurant and automobile service seek special permits, Page 9
Jamel Abalos and John Liles snage conference honors, Page 10

(See HORSE, page �)
(See SECOND, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Planning Board has rec-
ommended town commissioners grant 
approval to the Swansgate subdivision’s 
preliminary plat. The action came May 
6 despite the fact a planning board 
member indicated the developer did not 
provide a more detailed report on storm-
water runoff, as requested.

Commissioners will have the final 
say on the request, possibly at their 
regular meeting on Tuesday, May 28. 
However, the town commissioners have 
already had a detailed discussion on the 
project. (See related story.)

Swansgate is a 22-acre single-family 
development proposed at the corner of 
Main Street Extension and Swansboro 
Loop Road. There are 35 lots. Though 

not in the town proper, Swansgate is 
within the town’s extraterritorial juris-
diction and developers have agreed to 
request annexation. 

Jonathan McDaniel, engineer with 
Bell and Phillips, has represented the 
developer, A. Sydes Construction Inc. of 
Jacksonville, at the recent meetings.

At the April meeting, McDaniel pre-
sented documentation that detailed the 

development’s treatment of stormwater, 
and a review of the plan by Jim Stipe, 
Swansboro building inspector.

The plan addressed a concern with 
Deer Run subdivision, the adjacent 
development to the west. Stormwater 
runoff would not to be directed in the 
direction of Deer Run, according to the 

By Jimmy Williams

While Swansboro has posted 
a proposed budget for 2019-20 
on the town’s website, the docu-
ment is likely to change.

Unhappy with the amount of 
funds that either had to be drawn 
down from the town’s unrestrict-
ed fund balance, or borrowed, in 
order to balance, commissioners 
asked Jon Barlow, interim town 
manager, to look more closely at 
the proposal and come up with 
a budget that better matches 
expenses with anticipated rev-
enues.

“The budget that Jon submit-
ted to us required us to use the 
general fund or borrow over 
$400,000,” said Commissioner 
Roy Herrick, the panel member 
who has taken a lead role in the 
town’s financial planning since 
his election in 2015.

In addition to having to fund 
the day-to-day operations of 

Swansgate sent to commission

Chalk it up at the farm
Caitlyn Russell, 6, of Bear Creek tries her hand at 

chalk drawings while visiting Humphrey Farms on West 
Willis Landing Road in Hubert for Saturday’s Country 
Comes to the Farm event. (Rulon photo)

Planning board questioned stormwater treatment

(See PLANNERS, page �)

Panel shows concern

Budget 

rewrite 

goes on
Commission 

seeks trimming 

of document

(See BUDGET, page �)

Brigade Boys & Girls Club 
host the first-ever Brigade 
Invitational Golf Tournament 
at Jacksonville County Club to 
benefit Brigade Boys & Girls 
Club.

The tournament is planned 
for Friday, May 24.

Channeling the spirit of 
Boys & Girls Clubs, the Brigade 
Invitational is designed with 
“fun” as its top priority and will 
be a great way to spend time 
with friends and colleagues, 
while also raising funds and 
awareness for the organization 
in the community.

The tournament will be 
played in a “Captain’s Choice” 
format and first-, second-, third- 
and last-place winners will be 
recognized. The event will begin 
with registration at 11 a.m. and 
lunch at noon. Refreshments 
will be provided throughout the 
day and there will be surprises 
and swag.

To register a foursome for 
the invitational, call (910) 455-
9003.

Brigade 

Tourney


