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Repairs 
ongoing

Construction 
crews are nearly 
finished work on 
the roof at the Core 
Sound Waterfowl 
Museum and 
Heritage Center on 
Harkers Island.
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After battle,
MaST students
set to return
for new year
Early college high school
has first day Wednesday

Federal agency
accepts comment
on heirs’ program
Follows national coverage
of Merrimon property dispute

Huber takes post at Cherry Point
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Kevin Driscoll Sr., Morehead City

Donald Lockhart, Beaufort
Minnie Pittman, Merrimon

Geraldine Campbell, Bettie
Frances Clements, Newport

Sue Book, Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Newport residents honor 
Kristen Bennett with vigil

Friends, family and community members gather Friday at Newport Town Park for a vigil honoring Kristen 
Ashley Bennett, who was murdered in 2018. (Dylan Ray photo)

A candlelight vigil is held Friday at Newport Town 
Park for Kristen Ashley Bennett. (Dylan Ray photo)

Col. Mikel R. Huber, left, receives command of  Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Cherry Point from outgoing 
Col. Todd W. Ferry, right, during a ceremony Friday in 
Havelock. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Dozens 
of county residents braved 
Friday evening’s downpour 
to attend a candlelight vigil 
in honor of slain Newport 
woman Kristen Bennett. 

The vigil came almost 
a year after another can-
dlelight vigil for the then-
missing woman. While last 
year’s vigil was held in the 
midst of a search for her, 
Friday night’s came weeks 
after an autopsy on a body, 
discovered in Mill Creek, 
confirmed it was the remains 
of the young mother.

For many, the vigil pro-
vided some closure on a 
fraught year. 

“Kristen was my daugh-
ter’s best friend and (her 
grandson’s) godmother,” 
Morehead City resident 
Kristie Montford said.

While many of the  par-
ticipants were Newport 
residents, some, like Ms. 
Montford, were from other 
parts of the county. Atlantic 
Beach Fire Chief Mike 
Simpson attended with his 
family. 

“I’m here to support (the 

Bennett family) and also 
standing up against domes-
tic violence and things of 
that nature,” he said.

Ms. Bennett, 24, was 
reported missing Aug. 16, 
2018. Lewis Victor Branche 
III, 26, known as Trey, her 
boyfriend and the father 

of her young son, was 
charged with her murder last 
September. 

In July, investigators said 
a tip led them to property 
owned by Mr. Branche’s 
family, where they recov-
ered a body identified days 
later as the missing woman.  

Organizers of the vigil 
emphasized raising aware-
ness about domestic vio-
lence, largely due to what 
they believe played a signif-
icant role in Ms. Bennett’s 
murder.

Ms. Montford and a num-
ber of other vigil partici-
pants said they had personal 
experience with domestic 
violence. 

“Domestic violence is 
something nobody really 
talks about,” Newport resi-
dent Natasha Brown said. “It 
can be obvious and it could 
be something that you don’t 

The Reels family has had issues with this property 
in Merrimon, and issues like these are coming to 
national attention. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— After winning a hard-
fought battle to keep their 
school open for the 2019-
20 academic year, Marine 
Science and Technologies 
Early College High 
School students head to 
their first day of classes 
Wednesday. 

There will be an ori-
entation for new and 
returning MaST stu-
dents Tuesday, and the 
new school year begins 
at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday 
at the Bryant Student 
Center on the campus 
of Carteret Community 
College, where the early 
college high school is 
housed. Now entering its 
second year of operation, 
MaST will welcome 100 
students – 50 new fresh-
men and 50 returning 
sophomores.

“MaST had a success 
(sic) first year and we look 
forward to that continuing 
this year,” MaST Principal 
DeAnne Rosen wrote in 
an email statement to the 
News-Times Thursday. “I 
personally am very grateful 
to the parents, students and 
staff members of the MaST 
and CCC for the continued 
support.”

MaST is the first early 
college high school in the 
county, and students must 
apply and be accepted to 
attend. The school, which 
has a focus on the marine sci-
ences and maritime trades, 
allows students to earn high 
school and college credit 

For more on 
back to school, 
see story on Page 2A.  

See MaST / Page 5A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is seeking pub-
lic input on an heirs’ prop-
erty relending program and 
heirs’ property issues, much 
like the issues the Reels 
family has had with their 
property on Silver Dollar 
Road in the Merrimon 
community. 

The USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency published 
notice July 29 in the Federal 
Register that it’s holding 
listening sessions for pub-
lic input regarding its heirs’ 
property relending program 
and heirs’ property issues. 
One session was held July 
31 in Jackson, Miss., while 
the other is scheduled for 

1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 14 in Washington, 
D.C. in room 1070A of the 
Whitten Building at 1400 
Independence Avenue 
Southwest. 

Registration for the ses-
sions is available online 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/pro-
grams-and-services/out-
reach-and-education/meet-
ing-registration/index by 
following the instructions 
provided. Written copies of 
oral comments may be sub-
mitted online at the website 
regulations.gov by search-
ing for Docket ID FSA-
2019-0010, then following 
the instructions for online 
comments. 

Written comments must 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

HAVELOCK — Among 
a large crowd of military 
and civic leaders, as well as 
local businesses and civil-
ians, Col. Todd Ferry passed 
the helm of Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point to 
Col. Mikel Huber during a 
change of command cere-
mony Friday.

During the ceremony, 
commanding general of the 
2nd Marine Aircraft Wing 
Maj. Gen. Karsten Heckl 
spoke to the crowd of Col. 
Ferry’s dedication during 
his time as commanding 
officer.

“We’ve got more civic 
and local community leaders 
here than I can ever begin 
to name,” Maj. Gen. Heckl 
said. “It’s a testament to two 
things, No. 1, your perfor-
mance here, your tenure 
here for the last three years, 
well done. And No. 2 and 
more importantly, I think for 
Marines it’s not about us, 
it’s about the command, it’s 
about the unit. That’s the 
testament for what this com-

mand means, for the unit 
and the community.” 

Col. Ferry has served as 
the air station’s command-
ing officer since July 28, 
2016. 

According to information 
released by the air station, 
Col. Ferry demonstrated 
executive leadership that 
enhanced Cherry Point’s 
reputation as the primary 
hub of East Coast Marine 
Corps aviation, leading the 
transition for basing the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
there.

He was active through 
outreach and partnerships 
with community leaders that 
broadened public awareness 
of Marine operations and 
strengthened quality of life 
for the population of more 
than 41,000 active duty, 
civilian, reserve, retired mil-
itary and family members, 
the organization said. His 
relationship with commu-
nity leaders enabled Cherry 
Point to transition to sup-
port the U.S. Department 

See Vigil / Page 4A
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