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NEWS-TIMES Hot feet in Beaufort
Participants in the Ole Towne 

Rotary Historic Beaufort Road Race 
agreed on one thing: It was hot!
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Kristen Bennett, Newport
Lillian King, New Bern
Beal Marks, Morehead City
Susan Miller, Beaufort
James Felton, North River
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Committee to review MaST closure
School panel to hear comments Wednesday

State
seeks
digital
growth

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — While a 
petition to save the Marine 
Science & Technologies early 
college high school is circu-
lating, county school offi-
cials have scheduled a series 
of meetings to consider the 
school’s closure.

A committee consist-
ing of the County Board 
of Education’s curricu-

lum, finance and technol-
ogy work group will meet 
at 2 p.m. Monday to con-
sider, review and take such 
action as is appropriate on a 
study the committee autho-
rized, on behalf of the Board 
of Education, relating to the 
question of the closure of the 
cooperative innovative high 

school known as MaST.
The BOE will have a 

special meeting at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, during which it 
will hold a public hearing to 
receive comments from the 
public on closing MaST.

The school board will 
conduct an additional special 
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, 

July 29 to consider the ques-
tion of closing MaST. The 
board could take action at this 
meeting.  

All of the meetings will be 
held in the boardroom of the 
county public school system’s 
central services offices, 107 
Safrit Drive, Beaufort.

In the meantime, supporters 

of MaST have begun circulat-
ing a petition for people to 
sign in support of keeping the 
school open. It can be found 
at docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSf2ndiD2Yf0TjN
LqNxY_gbymAWv6uuAjM
Qy5mhFbtFnmZbOUg/view-
form.

The issue of closing the 

school, which last year opened 
on the campus of Carteret 
Community College, has been 
controversial. Despite pleas 
from MaST parents, students 
and supporters during the 
public comment time of the 
June 11 school board meet-
ing, the board voted June 20 
in a split vote of 4-3 to not use 
local funds to keep the school 
open.

I-42 commission
talks broadband

Town
filing
ends
Mayoral, 
board races
take shape

Officials unveil 
marker to honor
late shuttle pilot

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With 
Saturday the 50th anniversary 
of man’s first walk on the 
moon, it seems fitting a his-
torical marker in memory of 
late space shuttle Challenger 
pilot Capt. Michael J. Smith 
was recently erected in the 
county.

Capt. Smith’s family 
unveiled the marker July 12 
at Highway 101 and Airport 
Road, near the entrance to the 
airport named in his honor.

Capt. Smith’s brother, 
Pat Smith of Beaufort, said 
Thursday he was grateful the 
state’s Highway Historical 
Marker Program wanted to 

Bright summer morning
Participants in the 40th annual Ole Towne Rotary Historic Beaufort Road Race hustle up Front Street 

Saturday along Taylor’s Creek. (Dylan Ray photo)

STAFF REPORT

BEAUFORT — Filing 
for November’s munici-
pal contests wrapped up 
Friday afternoon, setting 
the stage for races in a 
number of towns. 

Several towns have a 
race for mayor, including 
Cape Carteret, where res-
ident and planning board 
member Will Baker and 
current Commissioner 
Charlie Evans have filed 
for the top seat. 

The current governing 
board has been embroiled 
in controversy in the 
past year over decisions 
to fire a police chief and 
amend the town charter 
to change the structure 
to a town manager form 
of government. 

Current Mayor Dave 
Fowler, also the former 
chairman of the County 
Republican Party, did 
not file for office. 

He said he’s been in 
local government, either 
appointed or elected, 
since 1994, and has been 
either a county com-
missioner, town com-
missioner or the town’s 
mayor for 16 of the 18 
years he’s lived in Cape 
Carteret. 

“It’s been a long and 
complex career in a fair-
ly short time period,” 
he said Friday. “I just 
thought it was the right 
time to step down and 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Expanding access to 
high-speed broadband 
internet, especially in rural 
areas, is a major focus 
of multiple state agencies 
this year.

That was the word 
from N.C. Department of 
Information Technology 
Secretary and Chief 
Information Officer Eric 
Boyette, who spoke before 
the Interstate 42 Corridor 
Commission Board of 
Directors Thursday at 
the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center. He said there are 
a number of initiatives in 
place to expand access to 
high-speed internet to all 
corners of the state.

“If you look at the 
state of North Carolina, 
we’re the seventh in the 
country as far as coverage 
of broadband, but if you 
really look at it, we’re 
also way behind in the 
rural areas,” Mr. Boyette 
said. “We’ve got areas 
in our state that are very 
behind in connectivity, so 
what are the options we 
are looking at?”

To help achieve the 
goal of expanding broad-
band, Gov. Roy Cooper 
signed Executive Order 
91 in March promoting 
the expansion of access 
to high-speed internet 
and removing barriers to 
broadband infrastructure 
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Eddie Dawkins, Atlantic Beach
Robert Russell, Harkers Island
Ettore DiCandia II, Newport
Melvin Bright, Morehead City
Robert Russell, Harkers Island

Expo highlights hurricane preparedness
BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— It was all about being pre-
pared for the next hurricane 
and how to get help with 
recovery Saturday during the 
first Hurricane Preparedness 
and Recovery Expo at the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center.

Twenty-five state and 
local organizations, agencies 
and nonprofits that assist 
residents with preparedness 
and recovery provided infor-
mation to the more than 100 
people who attended.

Carteret County 
Emergency Services, Carteret 
Warriors for Recovery, the 
N.C. United Methodist 
Church disaster response 
team of Newport and the 
Curtis Media Group teamed 
up to present the expo, one 
of many being held across 
the area following Hurricane 
Florence, which hit east-
ern North Carolina last 
September.

County Emergency 
Services Director Stephen 

Representatives with the N.C. Department of 
Insurance provide information to residents Saturday 
during the 2019 Hurricane Preparedness and Recovery 
Expo at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead 
City. (Cheryl Burke photo) See Expo / Page 4A
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