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The weekend weather 
will be sunny with high 
temperatures in the 
upper-60s and lows in 
the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Addison Tindle, who is 
a student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point OKs dredge funding

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the newsletter of the Swansboro Area Chamber

Onslow County opens COVID-19 vaccines to anyone 16 and older, Page 3

Swansboro’s Bradley Moon is named to all-state soccer team, Page 8

Raising the home at 220 S. Water Street is 
required as part of the restoration work current-
ly underway on this Historic District property. 

Town commissioners have approved a plan to 
apply for a grant to update the Swansboro His-
toric District. (Jimmy Williams photo)

District update on tap

Commentary

Great lake, 

Lake Erie, 

offers firm 

footing, 

sometimes
By Barry Fetzer

What a “great lake!” 
Believe it or not, because 
of its shallowness and its 
tendency to freeze over, 
you can occasionally actu-
ally walk across Lake Erie 
to Canada, and some have 
actually done it, believe it 
or not. In January of 2018 
Dan DeRoos of Cleveland 
radio station WOIO wrote, 
“For only the third time in 
recent history, Lake Erie is 
about to completely freeze 
over making a walk from 
Cleveland to Canada pos-
sible. For the record we 
are not suggesting anyone 
actually try this, as it would 
be extremely dangerous. 
Contrary to what some 
people think it’s not often 

the lake freezes over. 
According to National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, it’s only 
happened three times in the 
past 40 years. “According 
to our records, Lake Erie 
has reached 100 percent ice 
cover three times: 1978, 
1979 and 1996. There are 
a great many other years 
when Lake Erie’s ice cover 
reached at least 95 percent,” 
Anne Clites with NOAA 
said.”

Nonetheless, it has 
been done several times 
by adventurers. At its 
narrowest approach the 
trek is around 25 miles 
across. One such crossing 
account can be found in a 

KKK distribution 

angers residents

Copies of The Crusader, a KK 
publication, were distributed in a 

neighborhood near Swansboro on 
March 17. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

The Onslow County District 
Attorney’s office is looking into the 
distribution of a newspaper associated 
with the Ku Klux Klan in neighborhoods 
around Swansboro, according to Col. 
Chris Thomas of the Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Office. However, it appears little 
can be done to stop the distribution.

Deputies began looking into the dis-
tribution of The Crusader after fielding 
complaints from residents of the Peyton 
Ridge neighborhood.

After a man in a gold Ford Flex was 
photographed apparently while distribut-
ing The Crusader, “The Political Voice of 
White Christian America,” on March 17, 

(See WALK, page �)
(See DISTRIBUTION, page �)

Easter 

holiday 

changes 

slated
Easter Sunday 2021 

is April 4 and that means 
that some schedules will 
have to be adjusted.

Swansboro’s town 
hall and recreation cen-
ter will be closed for 
the holiday on Friday, 
April 2.

Citizens should note 
that town hall is only 
open by appointment, 
with business conducted 
by telephone or online as 
much as possible.

Call (910) 326-4428 
for infomraion.

Also closed on April 
2 will be Onslow County 
offices and the Onslow 
County refuse collection 
sites.

Swansboro ABC 
Store will not close for 
the holiday.

Swansboro Branch 
Library, which is only 
offering a curb-side ser-
vice, will take the holi-
day on Friday, April 2.

Some financial 
institutions will take a 
holiday, some will not. It 
would be best to check 
with your bank before 
visiting on Friday, April 
2.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be open as 
usual through the Easter 
Season.

By Jimmy Williams

After meeting with a 
couple of state officials 
on Tuesday, March 16, 
the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
submitted a request to the 
town’s board of commis-
sioners for funding in an 
amount sufficient to update 
a survey of the town’s his-
toric properties.

At their meeting on 
Monday, March 22, town 
commissioners agreed.

But the commissioners’ 
decision, which requires 
the town to put up between 
$20,000 and $25,000, did 
not come without serious 
discussion.

Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, told commission-
ers the commission wants 
to update the National 
Register of Historic Places 
survey.

“The suggestion is 
to pursue this, a grant to 
update our register,” he 
explained. The town would 
be required to pay about 
40 percent of the total cost 
– an amount expected to 
be between $20,000 and 
$25,000 – with the state 
paying about 60 percent.

He brought the matter 
to the town commissioners 
– meeting virtually utilizing 
the Zoom online platform 
– rather rapidly because the 
deadline to apply for the 
state funds is April 16.

None of the com-
missioners commenting 
expressed opposition to 
the project, but there were 
some concerns over the 
lack of available informa-

Grant 

pursuit 

gets OK

tion as well as the short 
turnaround time.

Commissioner Frank 
Tursi wanted to know more 
about what the update 
would accomplish.

Seaberg said the sur-
vey, last completed in 
1991, would be updated 
to add any structures that 
might have aged in to the 
Register’s timeline, and 
delete any that may no lon-
ger qualify. Also, the update 
could change the bound-
aries of the Swansboro 
Historic District.

In an example of what 

The sug-

gestion is to 

pursue this, a 

grant to update 

our register.’
Chris Seaberg

that might mean, Seaberg 
said the boundary could 
be enlarged to include 

the Historic Emmerton 
School, now the site of the 
Swansboro Area Heritage 
Center and One Harbor 
Church.

Apparently consider-
ing the short time to make 
a decision, Commissioner 
Larry Philpott asked if the 
town would have the same 
opportunity for funding in 
next year’s grant cycle.

But Commissioner Pat 
Turner questioned the pos-
sibility of the funds being 
exhausted should the town 
fail to apply next month.

Mayor John Davis 

suggested the matter be 
delayed until the commis-
sioners’ meeting of April 
12. “Certainly, you could 
start the process,” he told 
Seaberg.

But, it was determined, 
a decision on April 12, with 
the application due April 
15, did not leave Seaberg 
enough time.

Tursi said he would sup-
port acting immediately.

“I think $25,000 is a 
small price to pay for the 
investment in our Historic 

(See UPDATE, page �)
Local Fest, a day of 

music by local artists, will 
take place Saturday, April 
3, at the Emerald Club in 
Emerald Isle.

Admission is free and 
the music begins at 1 p.m.

Local Fest


