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County condemns proposed WRC changes
BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — In an 
effort to protect more than 
200 square miles of coast-
al fishing waters, county 
officials have waded into 
the ongoing discussion sur-
rounding the reclassifica-
tion of boundaries sepa-
rating coastal and inland 
fishing waters. 

At their Dec. 16 meet-
ing at the administrative 
building in Beaufort, coun-

ty commissioners passed 
a resolution condemning 
the reclassification of lines 
separating inland from 
coastal waters. 

“The proposed reclas-
sification of jurisdictional 
waters would be a loss of 
approximately 144,984 
square acres or 226.5 
square miles of coastal and 
commercial fishing waters, 
thus, creating even more 
confusion and regulations 
to the already over-regu-
lated North Carolina com-

mercial fishing industry,” 
reads a portion of the reso-
lution. 

The state Wildlife 
Resources Commission 
defines coastal fishing 
waters as the Atlantic 
Ocean, coastal sounds and 
estuarine waters up until 
the dividing line separat-
ing coastal water from 
inland waters. The agency 
defines inland waters as 
waters connecting tributar-
ies, coastal sounds or the 
ocean extending inland or 

upstream from the divid-
ing line. 

County commissioners 
passed the resolution as 
part of their consent agen-
da, a list of routine items 
that typically don’t require 
discussion. 

At the beginning of 
the year, the WRC cre-
ated a joint commission 
with the Marine Fisheries 
Commission in order to 
establish new rules sepa-
rating inland waters from 
coastal waters. 

Following a joint May 
meeting, the commissions 
disagreed on the criteria 
for establishing a bound-
ary. During its August 
regular session, the WRC 
made a decision despite a 
lack of consensus with the 
MFC. 

“The WRC business 
meeting was held with 
little direct notice to the 
MFC or to the North 
Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality,” 
reads a portion of the coun-

ty’s resolution. “At this 
meeting, the WRC decided 
to move forward with the 
proposed boundaries based 
on the arbitrary 2.6 ppt 
salinity value.” 

In an August press 
release, the WRC said the 
choice was anything but 
arbitrary. 

“Agency staff employed 
an objective, science-based 
approach using salinity val-
ues, measured levels of salt 

Serene scene
Nets, buoys and trawlers line the inner docks of the Marshallberg Harbor of Refuge last week in the 

Down East community of Marshallberg. (Dylan Ray photo)
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Nonprofits count on year-end gifts

Volunteer Jeff Nickle tags donated clothing Dec. 18 in the receiv-
ing area of The Salvation Army thrift store in Morehead City. County 
residents are rushing to drop off items for last-minute, tax-deductible 
donations for 2019. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — With Tuesday being the 
last day of 2019, many residents are scrambling to 
make last minute end-of-year donations.

Maj. Aaron Goldfarb of The Salvation Army said 
there’s been an increase in items coming into the 
thrift store at 2800 Bridges St.

“Clothing is the No. 1 item we’ve been receiv-
ing,” Maj. Goldfarb said.

His statement was quite evident Dec. 18 as 
Salvation Army volunteers and workers sorted piles 
of clothes in the drop-off area.

“We’re getting a lot of clothes and a lot of 
Christmas items,” thrift store manager Chasity 
Brown said. “I think people were waiting for our 
new store to open before bringing by their dona-
tions. We’re glad people are thinking of us because 
it does go to help the community.”

Funds raised through the sale of items help offset 
operations costs and help families in need.

Maj. Goldfarb said the thrift store would be open 
regular hours through New Year’s Eve. Those want-
ing to drop off items will have until 5 p.m. Tuesday. 

A note to 
CCNT readers

Today’s issue of the Carteret County 
News-Times will be the last Friday edition 
of the paper. Our subscribers who nor-
mally receive the Friday issue in addition 
to other issues, Sunday and Wednesday, 
will receive credit on their accounts with 
an extension of the subscription for the 
remaining balance of the Friday publica-
tion.

This change in our days of publication 
is just one of many changes our readers 
will be seeing in the coming new year. 
The changes began earlier this year when 
the newspaper ceased printing operations, 
relying instead on a third-party printer for 
the physical production. This was a major 
adjustment for us since we had been in 
control of all elements of our operations 
for more than 75 years. With that decision 
to outsource our printing there was no lon-

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
—With not only a new year, 
but a new decade on the hori-
zon, Morehead City officials 
are setting goals for 2020 and 
beyond.

The county’s largest munic-
ipality accomplished many of 
the goals it set for 2019, City 
Manager Ryan Eggletson told 
the News-Times recently. He 
said top of the city’s list for the 
soon-ending year was to move 
forward on the new city hall 
building, which will occupy 
the space where the historic 
Charles S. Wallace building 
once sat on Bridges Street. 

With a construction com-
pany selected and financing 
for the project in hand, the 
city plans to issue a notice 
to proceed in January, and 
construction should follow 
soon thereafter. Mr. Eggletson 
hopes construction will begin 
by January or early February 
and wrap up some time in the 
spring of 2021.

“When you look back to 
our goals from last year, the 
new city hall obviously is one 
of those front and center proj-
ects,” Mr. Eggletson said. “…

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Renee 
Rogers has formally resigned 
her post as manager of the 
Michael J. Smith Field 
Airport. 

“It has truly been a plea-
sure to be here this year and 
be a part of the improvement 
of your airport,” Ms. Rogers 
wrote in an email earlier 
in the week. “You have all 
made me feel welcome dur-
ing my stay here.” 

In a follow up email, Ms. 
Rogers said that while she 
appreciates the time spent at 
the airport, she wanted to try 
her hand at other ventures. 

“I have decided to go back 
to actively running my con-
sulting business,” she said. 

Ms. Rogers started at the 
airport in January. She came 
to Carteret County after 
working for other airports, 
including portions of the 
Detroit Metro Airport. She 
said, at times, the Detroit 
Metro Airport was consid-
ered one of the largest in the 
nation. 

Ms. Rogers’ resignation is 
effective Tuesday. Afterward, 
the bulk of her duties will 
be handed off to an interim 
manager until the Carteret 
County-Beaufort Airport 
Authority can find a perma-
nent replacement. 

“My temporary replace-
ment is pending a signed 
offer for the temporary posi-
tion, so I am reluctant to 
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