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POLL
QUESTION

Is debating your political 
opponents on social 
media a good thing?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Audrey Stanley, Newport
James Miller, Morehead City
Elizabeth Weber, Richlands
Wolf Roeding, Atlantic
Erminio Lenins, Newport
Glynn Hogan, Havelock
Ellen Lawrence, Otway
William Mical, Havelock

William Adams, Morehead City
Herman Gillikin, Otway
Walter Scheper Sr., New Bern
Laura Wrike, Beaufort
Greta Emory, Harkers Island
Rosemary Norris, Peletier
Jean Eller-Lloyd, Beaufort

NEWPORT

MOREHEAD CITY

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
Detectives with the Carteret 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce Tuesday 
arrested James Daniel Killough, 
61, of Newport, on charges of 
indecent liberties with a child and 
felony statutory sex offense with a 
child under 15.

According to a release from the 
sheriff’s offi ce, detectives launched 
an investigation Jan. 11 into a 
report of possible sexual abuse. 
Detectives say a child told a fo-
rensic interviewer at the Carteret 
Children’s Advocacy Center about 
the alleged incident.

Detectives spoke with Mr. 
Killough before arresting him, the 
release states. 

He is being held at the Carteret 
County jail in Beaufort under a 
$350,000 secured bond and had 
a fi rst court appearance scheduled 
for Wednesday in Carteret County 
District Court.

Newport man arrested, 
accused of indecent 
liberties with a child 

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
Authorities with the Carteret 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce have ar-
rested three people on a series 
of narcotics-related charges 
after they allegedly distributed 
methamphetamine in and 
around eastern North Carolina.

According to a release sent 
by the CCSO Wednesday, nar-
cotics detectives with the sher-
iff’s offi ce, Jacksonville Police 
Department and Onslow Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce conducted 
an investigation the evening of 
Jan. 14 into the traffi cking of 
crystal methamphetamine.

At the conclusion of the 
investigation, detectives took 
Lee Quinn Graham, 30, of 
Jacksonville; Jamie Devon Fox, 
27, of Fayetteville; and Hannah 
Jane Stewart, 20, of Jackson-
ville, into custody at a parking 
lot near the intersection of Ce-
dar Point Boulevard and Ma-
sonic Avenue in Cedar Point.

According to law enforce-
ment offi cials, a subsequent 
search of the suspects and their 
vehicle allegedly produced 
Oxycodone, MDMA (ecstasy) 
and two semi-automatic hand-
guns.

Mr. Graham, Mr. Fox and 
Ms. Stewart each face three 
counts of traffi cking in meth-
amphetamine and one count 
of conspiring to traffi c metham-
phetamine. Mr. Graham and 
Mr. Fox, both convicted felons, 
also face weapons counts for 
possession of a fi rearm by a 
felon.

Authorities arrest 
3 on meth 
trafficking charges

Sunday 
Jan. 24

Monday
Jan. 25

Tuesday 
Jan. 26

Wednesday 
Jan. 27

Low 10:55 p.m. 11:41 a.m. 12:23 p.m. 1:03 a.m.
10:20 p.m. 11:08 p.m. 11:53 p.m. --------

High 4:18 a.m 5:05 a.m. 5:49 a.m. 6:31 a.m
4:29 p.m. 5:17 p.m. 6:02 p.m. 6:44 p.m.

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Thanks to a joint operation involving 
Carteret County agencies, Carteret Health 
Care and emergency medical personnel, 
1,142 area residents received COVID-19 
vaccinations Monday at Newport Middle 
School.

County Health Director Stephanie Can-
non said this will be the fi rst of many mass 
clinics to get vaccines to the thousands 
of residents age 65 and older on a rapidly 
growing waiting list.

“We will probably start planning for the 
next clinic Tuesday,” Ms. Cannon said. “At 
the end of this clinic, the health department 
will not have any more vaccine until we 
receive another shipment from the state later 
this week.”

Even with the many vaccinations admin-
istered Monday, there were still more than 
8,000 people on the list to receive shots. Ms. 
Cannon said as soon as they receive vaccine, 
they will schedule more appointments for 
those on the list.

County Emergency Services Director 
Stephen Rea said another mass clinic will 
be held in three weeks at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center in Morehead City to administer 
the second and fi nal dose to those vaccinated 

Monday.
He said it took teamwork to rapidly or-

ganize the clinic because neither the health 
department nor the hospital know how many 
doses of vaccine they will receive from the 
state from week to week.

Those participating in the clinic included 
the health department, County Department 
of Social Services, CHC, several emergency 
medical service agencies and paramed-
ics, the County Sheriff’s Offi ce, Newport 
police and fi re and rescue departments and 
volunteers from Broad Street Clinic, nursing 
students from Craven Community College, 
pharmacy workers and students from CHC 
and Carteret County Schools personnel. 
There were also medical doctors volunteer-
ing their time.

County employees managing a phone 
bank called residents on the waiting list last 
week and over the weekend to set up ap-
pointment times for the clinic.

Personnel from different county and 
hospital departments managed the numerous 
stations set up Monday as residents checked 
in. Paramedics and other medical personnel 
were outside with wheelchairs to help those 
needing assistance.

After their names were checked off the 

appointment schedule, residents entered 
the school and stopped at a hand sanitizing 
station, followed by a temperature check. 
People then picked up their paperwork and 
went to a long hallway, where numerous 
personnel staffed an area to help patients fi ll 
out their information.

From there, those about to receive a vac-
cine proceeded to the school’s gym, which 
had 12 vaccination stations set up. There 
was also a station where hospital pharma-
cists and pharmacy students prepared the 
vaccines to administer.

Those giving vaccinations included CHC 
pharmacy interns, nursing students from 
Craven Community College, pharmacy stu-
dents from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, volunteer doctors and staff 
from Broad Street Clinic and others.

Once a person received their vaccination, 
they were escorted to another area of the 
gym to be monitored by paramedics for 15 
minutes to ensure there were no problems or 
allergic reactions. Mr. Rea said no one had 
an allergic reaction.

He thanked all those who helped make 
the fi rst mass clinic a success. He added that 
it seemed fi tting to hold it on Dr. Martin 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

A local researcher is at the 
forefront of studying how 
wastewater can be used to detect 
and track the novel coronavirus, 
helping public health offi cials in 
North Carolina better under-
stand COVID-19 and how it 
spreads throughout communi-
ties. 

Dr. Rachel Noble is a re-
searcher with the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s 
Institute of Marine Sciences in 
Morehead City. As a molecular 
biologist with a particular focus 
on water quality, Dr. Noble is 
leading a team of researchers 
from multiple universities, with 
technical support from the N.C. 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, in tracking the novel 
coronavirus in wastewater sys-
tems across a range of munici-

palities in the state, including 
Beaufort, Newport, Morehead 
City and about 15 other loca-
tions. 

“We’re doing work across the 
entire state of North Carolina, 
so a lot of different wastewater 
plants are represented in our 
work,” Dr. Noble told the News-
Times. 

The work is being funded 
through the N.C. Policy Col-
laboratory, which received a $29 
million appropriation through 
the N.C. General Assembly 
in May to support research on 
treatment, community testing 
and prevention of COVID-19. 
Dr. Noble has received nearly 
$2 million to carry out the 
wastewater surveillance effort, 
and she will also be involved 
with a similar project the U.S. 

Countyagenciesjoinhospital
forfirstmassvaccinationclinic

Working together

Carteret County resident Penny Hooper receives a COVID-19 vaccination from Jack Roh, a University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill pharmacy student and intern at Carteret Health Care, during a mass 
vaccination clinic Monday at Newport Middle School. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See VACCINE Page 4A

Noble lab studying spread of 
COVID-19 through wastewater

See STUDY Page 5A

CEDAR POINT

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

The Western Carteret Interlo-
cal Cooperation Agency Board 
of Directors’ budget commit-
tee Wednesday night reviewed 
Western Carteret Fire and 
EMS Department Chief Kevin 

Hunter’s preliminary 2021-22 
budget and forwarded it to the 
full board for review this week.

Chief Hunter, whose depart-
ment is overseen by WCILCA 
board, said the one concrete 
thing that came out of the 

Western Carteret fire chief preps 
2021-22 budget, aims for new truck

The Western Carteret Fire and EMS Department’s 2021-22 budget will not in-
clude tax rate increases in the district, but there will be money in capital outlay 
for a new fi re truck, Chief Kevin Hunter said Thursday. (Contributed photo) 

See FIRE Page 5A

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials reported an 

additional 43 COVID-19 cases 
were confi rmed in Carteret County 
Thursday, putting active cases 
at 256 as of the county’s latest 
update.

Meanwhile, 3,282 people have 
reportedly recovered from CO-
VID-19 in Carteret County, out of 
3,750 total cases confi rmed since 
last March. The county’s death toll 
is 35.

The number of COVID-19 
patients hospitalized at Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead City 
went down slightly for the second 
day in a row, with 14 hospitaliza-
tions reported Thursday. The facil-
ity reached an all-time high of 20 
hospitalizations last week.

According to the county’s latest 
breakdown by zip code, Newport, 
28570, has experienced the most 
confi rmed cases at 1,215, plus fi ve 
reported deaths. Morehead City, 
28557, has seen the second-most 
number of cases, 798, and seven 
deaths. The Swansboro zip code 
at the western end of the county 
has had nine deaths, the most of 
any zip code, and 387 confi rmed 
cases.

Carteret County adds 43 
more COVID-19 cases
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