
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Vol. 108-No. 153 Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

www.carolinacoastonline.com ©Carteret Publishing Co., Inc.

Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Billy Sides, Havelock
Linda Pittman, Stacy
Jean Phillips, Jacksonville
Mary Randolph, New Bern
Rebecca Ziady, Smithfield

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Editorials .................14-15A
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Public Notices ................ 8B
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Sunday
Cloudy

High: 56 
Low: 51

Rainy
High: 60 
Low: 53

Monday

Tuesday
Cloudy

High: 63 
Low: 47

Robert Pate, Morehead City
George Gooding, Asheboro
William Fahy, Morehead City
Christopher North, Rocky Point
Clem Willis Jr., Harkers Island

Claude Andrews, Atlantic Beach

THE SEASON
OF GIVING

PCC puts presents under trees for needy families

Members of First United Methodist Church in Morehead City organize Project Christmas Cheer food, toys and bikes Friday 
for distribution this weekend to families. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With arms 
filled with wrapped gifts 
and food boxes, members of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
were rushing Friday to load 
vehicles for delivery to chil-
dren and families in time for 
Christmas.

A similar scene was playing 
out at First United Methodist 
Church in Morehead City, 
where volunteers were sorting 
gifts and food that filled the 
church’s large fellowship hall.

The flurry of activity was 
part of Project Christmas 
Cheer. The nonprofit organi-
zation takes applications from 
families in need and then plac-
es the children’s names on 
angel trees at various county 
locations for people to “adopt” 
and provide Christmas gifts. 
Families also receive food 
boxes or gift cards for food.

In addition, First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Morehead City provides gifts, 

this year were still displaced 
or their homes had sustained 
damage from hurricanes 
Florence and Dorian.

“We had a couple of ladies 
apply who said they had just 
gotten back into their homes, 
then were displaced again 
by Hurricane Dorian,” Ms. 
Daniels said.

Not only were some of those 
receiving gifts still out of their 
houses, but some volunteering 
Friday were also displaced.

“I’m still out of my home 
from Florence,” St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church member 
Debbie Corbet-Cooper of 
Smyrna said as she loaded 
her vehicle with packages and 
food to deliver. “I’ve had so 
many people help me, so this 
is a way I can do something 
to pay it forward. There are so 
many people worse off than 
me.”

That’s what keeps long-
time PCC volunteers, like 
Charles and Mary Duane Hale 

food and a luncheon for coun-
ty seniors who apply for assis-
tance.

Vickie Daniels, chairman of 
PCC, said once again county 
residents, churches and busi-
nesses came through to adopt 
the 726 “angels,” 539 adults 
and 133 senior citizens who 

applied for help.
“It just warms your heart to 

know that people in Carteret 
County take care of the peo-
ple in need,” Ms. Daniels 
said. “Every year they come 
through. It’s wonderful.”

Ms. Daniels said some of 
those applying for assistance 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church members Charles and Mary 
Duane Hale of Morehead City load Project Christmas Cheer 
gifts to deliver to families in need Friday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Churches to host Christmas Eve services

An Advent candle burns at First United Methodist Church in 
Morehead City. Many Christmas Eve candlelight services planned 
Tuesday at county churches. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Many county church-
es will hold Christmas 
Eve candlelight services 
Tuesday. Some are listed 
below.

Emerald Isle 
Chapel by the 

Sea
Emerald Isle Chapel 

by the Sea will have a 
Christmas Eve candlelight 
service at 7 p.m. Tuesday.

First UMC
First United Methodist 

Church in Morehead City 
will hold special Christmas 
Eve services Tuesday. 
There will be a family and 
children’s service at 3 p.m. 

in the fellowship hall, with 
a second family and chil-
dren’s service at 5 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. There will 
be communion and candle-
light services at 7 p.m. in 
the sanctuary and in the 
fellowship hall. 

There will also be a 
combined communion and 
candlelight service at 11 
p.m. in the sanctuary.

First Baptist
First Baptist Church in 

Morehead City will host 
two Christmas Eve ser-
vices Tuesday. A family 
service will be offered at 
4 p.m., with a traditional 

Town
collects
toys, gifts,
jackets

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Residents and busi-
ness owners in Cedar Point and nearby com-
munities contributed an estimated 5,000 to 
6,000 toys and other items to the U.S. Marine 
Corps’ Toys for Tots drop-off point in town 
hall.

Arlayne Calhoun, the town’s administra-
tive assistant and finance technician, said 
the items filled 20 large boxes, all of which 
were picked up by Marines from Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune at the beginning 
of the town board of commissioners’ meeting 
Tuesday night.

Town commissioners and audience mem-
bers helped carry the boxes out for transport 
to the base in Jacksonville and distribution to 

Track Santa
with help
from NORAD

STAFF REPORT 

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, 
Colo. — Just where is jolly Saint Nick and 
his sleigh? 

As the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command conducts its primary 
mission of defending the U.S. and Canada, 
it stands ready to continue its tradition of 
tracking Santa’s journey around the globe 
on Christmas Eve.

On Tuesday, users may call 1-877-
HiNORAD for Santa’s up-to-date location.

NORAD and U.S. Northern Command 
Commander Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy 
said in an announcement from NORAD 
that in addition to its day-to-day mission of 
“defending North America, we are proud to 
carry on the tradition of tracking Santa as 
he travels along his yuletide flight path.

“The same radars, satellites and inter-
ceptors employed on December 24 are 
used year-round to defend Canadian and 
American airspace from threats,” Gen. 
O’Shaughnessy said. 

Filing ends
for 2020
elections
Primary races set

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Candidate filing for 
the 2020 election season wrapped up at 
noon Friday, with a number of hopefuls 
stepping up in the last few days to run in 
local races.

Filing in county races got off to a 
steady start, with a number of incumbent 
and new Republican candidates making 
official their runs for the County Board 
of Commissioners and County Board of 
Education. This week, however, several 
Democratic candidates have put their hats 
in the ring. 

See Filing / Page 5A

See Toys / Page 3A

See Santa / Page 4A

See Giving / Page 4A

See Eve / Page 3A

Croatan 
girls, West 
boys win

The Croatan girls 
and West Carteret 
boys continue their 
mastery in the county 
rivalry.
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