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T deland News

Swansboro Town Hall and 
the Swansboro Recreation 
Center will be closed on 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, for the New 
Year holiday.

In addition, the town’s 
regularly scheduled garbage 
and recycling collection for 
Thursday, Jan. 3, will be col-
lected on Friday, Jan. 4.

Onslow County offices 
will be closed on Tuesday, 
Jan. 1, for New Year’s.

The Onslow County 
Landfill sites will not operate 
on Jan. 1.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will also be closed on 
Jan. 1.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be closed on 
Tuesday, Jan. 1.

Area financial institutions 
will be closed on Tuesday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will also be closed on 
Jan. 1.

Holiday 

closings

By Jimmy Williams

In looking over the year now ending, it 
is easy to name the one story covered by the 
Tideland News that tops all others for 2018: 
Hurricane Florence.

The storm was forecast to be a Category 4 
as she was slowly making her way across the 
Atlantic toward Southeastern North Carolina. 
Fortunately she was downgraded at landfall 
on Sept. 14, and it’s a good thing. Even as a 
Category 1, Florence caused massive amounts 
of damage to homes and businesses in the 
Swansboro community.

In this recap of the year’s top Tideland 
News stories – “Take Five” – Florence came in 
as Number One.

The town is still reeling from the storm and 
the relentless rain – Swansboro had upwards of 
32 inches over a four-day period, according to 
some reports – she brought.

So complete was the damage, politicians 
from near and far as well sports figures came 
to Swansboro to show their support. Several 
businesses have yet to reopen and tourism and 
chambers of commerce officials are going out 
of their way to remind folks that the coast of 
North Carolina is open for business.

Here in Swansboro, elected officials want 
to make sure the town is better prepared for 
future storms.

Town facilities were hit hard. In fact, the 

first official meeting of the board of commis-
sioners on Oct. 23 took place at the Swansboro 
Recreation Center. The September storm dam-
aged just about every municipal structure.

At that meeting, Scott Chase, town manag-
er, put the facts on the table – in a PowerPoint 
presentation, actually – in sobering fashion.

Almost every public building had at 
least some damage, Chase said, based on 
reports from the Disaster Code Enforcement 
Response Teams. The total cost of damages in 
Swansboro, public and private, is about $23 
million, according to DCERT estimates.

Based on those surveys, all total, public 
facilities have about $1.5 million worth of 
damage, with most covered by insurance. The 
town’s deductible is estimated at $91,552 but 
Chase said he hopes that FEMA – the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency – could reim-
burse the town for all or some of that. FEMA 
steps in to provide financial support when a 
community is declared a “disaster,” as North 
Carolina was due to Florence.

Repairs to the Visitor Center and SACC 
office space are estimated to cost $85,490, 
according to Chase. Through the remediation, 
he added, there will be improvements to the 
building at the corner of Water and Church 
streets that also houses public restrooms.

“We’re going to make it more feasible for 
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy on Saturday 
and cloudy on Sunday 
with highs in the upper-
60s, lows in the upper-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Peyton Shea, a student 
in Patricia Burke’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By James N. Brewster

No surprise, this is a medita-
tion about power … power and 
the strength of things built to 
last … power and the tenacity 
of tree trunks and roots… and 
the resiliency of people buffeted 
by hurricanes.

This is a story about an old 
two-story barn and an ancient 
pecan tree, next to each other 
at the edge of a large field in 
Swansboro, at the corner of 
Main Street Extension and Mt. 
Pleasant Road. This is a story 
about Hurricane Florence when 
it came and blew the tree down 
on top of the barn and destroyed 
it … and the pecan tree, too.

As an artist, I was drawn 

(pun intended) to the wreck-
age. I know the owner, Susan 
Casper, who gave me permis-
sion to go on the land. I parked 
at Peggy Phillips’s beauty salon 
on Mt. Pleasant Road, next to 
the childcare center, and walked 
across the road and up into 
the field. I didn’t think I’d be 
noticed. Peggy and her custom-
ers kept track of me.

A friend, David Krawchuck. 
(with a wicked sense of humor) 
drove by and saw me and later 
told his friends Jim was “out-
standing in his field.” Someone 
wondered about that “strange, 
lonely” man seated in a folding 
lawn chair in the middle of the 

In the Tideland ...
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7
Swansboro boys get basketball win over Lejeune, Page 9

Sand Ridge featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

The Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners and the 
Swansboro Planning Board will 
meet in a special joint session 
on Thursday, Jan. 17, at 6 p.m. 
at town hall.

Officials will discuss plan-
ning efforts on three issues: 
herbal supplements and can-
nabis oil sales, temporary signs, 
and recommended 2019 work 
plan for the planners. 

The meeting will be in the 
Community Room and, like all 
town meetings, is open to the 
public.

(See POWER, page �)

(See FIVE, page �)

Scott Chase, town manager, is pictured in the Emergency Opera-
tions Center talking on the telephone while monitoring the progress of 

Hurricane Florence in the hours before the storm made landfall. Two 
town officials consider the EOC inadequate. (Williams photo)

EOC in need of overhaul
Commissioners want plan, facility upgraded

Pause to look back, ‘Take Five’

Scott Chase, town manager, resigns, see page 2

By Jimmy Williams

When it came time for member com-
ments at the Dec. 11 meeting of the 
Swansboro Board of Commissioners, 
Frank Tursi, mayor pro-tem, put his 
fellow board members on notice that 
the time to review the Swansboro 
Emergency Preparedness Plan is now.

He suggested the plan – in light of 
the town’s experience with Hurricane 
Florence – be the subject of discussion 
in January.

“We need to discuss what we can 
do better,” Tursi said. He added that the 

plan in its current state is simply inad-
equate. “We need an honest-to-goodness 
emergency management plan. We cannot 
operate on an imaginary plan.”

Looking toward Scott Chase, town 
manager, Tursi said, “We have to have 
the discussion. I hope you will budget 
our time in January.”

Only a few seats away, 
Commissioner Roy Herrick took to heart 
what Tursi said. When it was his time 
for comments, Herrick said, “I would 
like to second what Frank said. We need 
to reassess. When you consider the idea 
of another hurricane next year …”

Following the meeting, Tursi noted 
that the town should look at dealing with 
future disasters from two perspectives. 
First, the infrastructure is not sufficient 
to handle a storm of Florence’s magni-
tude. And second, the plan itself falls 
short in a number of ways.

Herrick and Tursi agree on both 
points.

“Florence really showed our weak-
nesses,” Tursi said.

Swansboro’s disaster plan, though 
it has been amended over the years, 
is simply inadequate and needs to be 
brought up to date, according to Tursi. 

For example, when the generator failed 
and the phone system failed, there was 
not an adequate backup.

“That has to be addressed.” Tursi 
asked, “How do we deal with that?”

Furthermore, with more than a dozen 
folks in the center at any one time, there 
was an issue getting food.

“That plan has to be gone through, 
front page to back page,” Tursi said. 
“We should have a workable emergency 
management plan. Getting food for the 
folks in the center, that’s basic.”
(See CHANGES, page �)

Joint meeting


