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Ruth Norris, Havelock
Lewis Kanics, Swansboro
Lin Larkin, Atlantic Beach
Alvie Fulcher, Harkers Island
Robert Woodlief, Newport
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MOREHEAD CITY

Former 
West  
champion 
runner  
blazes new 
trails in 
journalism Ü 6A

BOGUE BANKS

RELIEF IN 
SIGHT:

‘I think that there’s a 
lot of citizens that work in 
these businesses that will 
benefi t from them staying in 
business. I think it will trickle 
down …’

— Keri McCann, 
Morehead City 

council member

ABOVE: Small businesses located within Morehead City limits can apply 
for an emergency loan to help with rent or mortgage payments during the 
COVID-19 crisis. (Elise Clouser photo)

‘I think it’s a very good, 
altruistic concept, but I 
don’t think the city is in the 
position to afford it or to 
handle the process, frankly.’

— David Horton, 
Morehead City 

council member

Council splits over loan program
TownOKssmallbusinessaid3-2 spouse.

A committee made up of Mr. 
Eggleston, Morehead City Finance 
Director Jewel Lasater, Downtown 
Morehead City Inc. Executive Di-
rector Lisa Rueh and Carteret Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce President 
Tom Kies will review loan applica-
tions. Loans will be unsecured, with 
interest accruing at 6.75% percent 
per annum with a default rate of 8% 
percent per annum, and having re-
payment terms over 36 months with 
no payments due for the first year.

Mr. Eggleston said Tuesday he 
hopes to launch the program within 
the next few weeks. An application 
and more information will be made 
available on the city’s website, 
moreheadcitync.org. 

The city council voted 3-2 to 
approve the program and a corre-
sponding budget amendment, with 
Diane Warrender, Keri McCann and 
Bill Taylor in favor of the measure 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The city council Tuesday evening 
narrowly passed a measure estab-
lishing an emergency loan program 
to help cover rent or mortgage pay-
ments for certain small businesses 
during the COVID-19 crisis.  

Qualifying small businesses 
located within Morehead City limits 
can get up to $2,500 per month for 
two months, paid directly to their 
landlord or mortgage provider. The 
city has allocated $300,000 for the 
program, and the first round of ap-
plications will be accepted through 
Tuesday, April 28. 

“There will be an application 
process, and basically those funds 
will be awarded until the funds are 
exhausted,” Morehead City Manager 
Ryan Eggleston told the council, 
which met for its regular monthly 
meeting Tuesday evening in the 

municipal building. 
To be eligible for an emergency 

loan, the business must operate out 
of a physical storefront located in 
Morehead City, have fewer than 25 
employees and have been in busi-
ness prior to March 10. Businesses 
must also demonstrate the need for 
financial assistance as a direct result 
of the current state of emergency 
and stay-at-home orders related to 
the novel coronavirus pandemic.

Non-eligible businesses include 
nonprofits, auto dealers, “vice” 
businesses, such as vape shops 
and massage parlors, and property 
management or landlord-related 
businesses. In addition, Lyft/Uber 
drivers and other gig workers can-
not apply, and neither can business-
es that are at least 10% owned by a 
Morehead City Council member or 
city employee involved in admin-
istering the loan program or their See Loan / Page 10A

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The Big 
Rock Blue Marlin Tournament will 
take place as scheduled Friday, June 5 
through Saturday, June 13. However, 
event organizers have placed Sunday, 
July 5 through Sunday, July 12 as an al-
ternate tournament week if needed due 
to the novel coronavirus pandemic.

“Like so many of you, we want to 
celebrate the annual Big Rock Tour-
nament, and we are committed to 
welcoming you to Morehead City safely 
and responsibly for a fabulous week of 
Big Rock fi shing,” organizers said in a 
release issued Thursday on the tourna-
ment website, thebigrock.com.

The Big Rock Board of Directors 
continues to monitor the impacts of CO-
VID-19 on the tournament, community 
and sponsors. Discussions have been 
ongoing regarding the schedule.

“While we are saddened by the tragic 
losses families are experiencing, we are 
likewise heartened by positive news 
from around the country as the curve 
seems to be fl attening and there is grow-
ing talk of the country getting back to 
work,” organizers stated in the release.

The tournament’s regularly sched-
uled April board meeting has been 
moved to the end of the month, with the 
hope a fi nal decision will be made at 
that time.

The release noted concern remains 

Todd Dickerson, left, angler and owner of 
the fi shing vessel Top Dog, is interviewed 
by Big Rock Master of Ceremonies Rick 
Cowell in 2019 at Big Rock Landing after 
landing the No. 1 spot on the leader-
board with a 914.0-pounder. (File photo)

Bogue Banks lifts ocean restrictions after backlash
day, Emerald Isle Manager 
Matt Zapp said, “Residents and 
property owners will be able 
to access the Atlantic Ocean 
for normal activities, including 
swimming, surfi ng, kiting, kaya-
king, and fi shing. Residents can 
continue to walk, jog, and sit on 
the beach strand. All beachgoers 
must adhere to the current social 
distancing guidelines.”

Indian Beach Town Man-
ager Tim White stated, “We 
felt it was the right thing to do. 
Outdoor exercise is listed in the 
governor’s order as an essential 
activity.”

Beach access parking lots 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

All towns on Bogue Banks 
have lifted their ocean-access 
restrictions for residents.

Emerald Isle and Pine Knoll 
Shores offi cials announced late 
Thursday that as of Satur-
day, ocean access restrictions 
– which since a joint mayors’ 
teleconference April 2 have 
banned all but those on motor-
ized vehicles from entering the 
water – were to be lifted.

Indian Beach and Atlantic 
Beach offi cials announced 
Thursday they would drop the 
restrictions effective Friday.

In a press release Thurs-

Emerald Isle will lift ocean access restrictions Saturday after backlash from 
area surfers and others. The parking lot at the Western Ocean Regional Ac-
cess will remain closed for now,. (Brad Rich photo) See Ocean / Page 10ASee Big Rock / Page 10A

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health Depart-

ment reported Friday a second county 
resident has died from complications asso-
ciated with COVID-19.

According to a release from the health 
department, the resident was in their late 
60s and had several underlying health 
conditions. To protect the family’s privacy, 
no further information about the patient 
will be released.

“We extend our deepest sympathies to 
the family and loved ones of our resident,” 
Carteret County Nursing Director Kim 
Davis said in the release. 

“We urge everyone to protect yourself 
and our community by staying at home, 
practicing social distancing when con-
ducting essential business, and employing 
preventative measures …” she concluded.

Officials report 
2nd COVID-19 
related death

Ruth Knudsen, Bettie
William Wolfe, Newport
Jon Helms, Morehead City
Stephen Hardy, South River
Henry Allsbrook Jr., Rocky Point

Winslow Ballew Jr., Morehead City
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