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Onslow County manager Cotton turns in his resignation, Page 5
SHA to feature special program on Blackbeard Monday, Page 6

Soccer team collects two wins heading into the playoffs, Page 11
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Swansboro Town 
Hall and Swansboro 
Recreation Center will 
be closed on Monday, 
Nov. 11, in observance 
of Veterans Day.

Onslow County 
offices will be closed on 
Monday.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be closed 
on Monday, Nov. 11, in 
observance of the holi-
day.

Financial institu-
tions will be closed 
on Monday as will the 
U.S. Post Office in 
Swansboro.

Swansboro’s ABC 
Store will be open as 
usual on Monday.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-60s 
and lows in the low-
40s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn by 
Andre Williams, a stu-
dent in Kim Mauser’s 
first grade at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.

Holiday 

closings

Marching Pirates offer show 
By Jennifer de Beaumont

The Swansboro High 
School Marching Pirates 
honored their community 
supporters, friends and 
family with a final perfor-
mance of the 2019 show, 
“This is America,” on 
Sunday Nov. 3.

This show at the 
Swansboro High School 
football Stadium, Earl 
Taylor Field, capped off 
a full weekend of perfor-
mances including Senior 
Night at the final home 
football game of the sea-
son on Friday, Nov. 1, and 
a fifth place finish at the 
Crystal Coast Band Classic 
at Havelock High School 
on Saturday, Nov. 2. The 
band finished in the top tier 

of 25 bands that competed, 
making it through the qual-
ifying round and perform-
ing a second time before 
earning the final rank.

The band is under the 
direction of Daniel Scott. 
Scott, in only his fourth 
year teaching, earlier 
this year was named the 
Onslow County Teacher of 
the Year.

This show concludes 
a season that included six 
home football games, the 
Onslow County Marching 
Band Showcase, the Mullet 
Festival Parade and four 
competitions, including 
the Providence Cup in 
Charlotte.

“This senior class were 
(See MARCHING, page �)

Four take board seats

The 24th annual “Onslow 
County Veterans and Active 
Duty Family and Friends 
Fun Day will take place 
Nov. 9 at the Haws Run 
Community Building, at 
932 Haws Run Road.

The event started in 
Swansboro 24 years ago, 
founded by Chaplain 
Steve Smith and John M. 
Moore as a way of bring-
ing resources and family 
fun to those returning from 
deployment, without any 
cost to them. The event 
relocates every three years.

The event will feature 
food trucks, bounce houses, 
vendors, resources and hay 
rides, from 2 to 5:30 p.m.

A sit-down dinner will 
begin at 6 p.m., followed by 
special guest speaker Randy 
Eubanks of Swansboro, 
author of “My Dad … The 
Smartest 7th Grader,” and 
a movie. A turkey shoot 
is planned from 7 until 11 
p.m.

Proceeds support 
Operation Deployed Santa.

To make a reservation 
for the dinner (required), 
visit: https://www.motlvet-
erans.org/Veterans_Fun_
Day_2019.html.

Vets Fun Day

Band members make a Peace 
Sign during a certain moments of 

the show “This is America.” (Jen-
nifer de Beaumont photo)
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Special Election

Results are unofficial
Winners are listed in bold type

By Jimmy Williams

One of the more inter-
esting Swansboro races 
in recent memory is now 
final. With Tuesday, Nov. 5, 
Election Day results tabu-
lated, P.J. Pugliese, Frank 
Tursi, Laurent Meilleur and 
Larry Philpott will take the 
four seats that were up for 
grabs on the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners.

Swansboro employs a 
five-commissioner system 
with terms staggered. Under 
normal circumstances, three 
commissioners are elected 
every two years with the 
top two finishers serving 
four-year terms and the can-
didate finishing third serv-
ing a two-year term. This 
allows voters to choose a 
majority of the board every 
election cycle. (The mayor 
serves a four-year term but 
only has a vote in the case 
of tie. The current mayor’s 
term ends in 2021.)

Pugliese was the top 
vote-getter in this year’s 
race with 347, followed by 
Tursi, who was re-elected 
with 342 votes. These men 
will serve four-year terms. 
Meilleur, with 281 votes, 
will serve a two-year term.

This year’s race 
included a special election, 
which Philpott won with 
195 votes. He won a seat 
on the board that will run 
through December 2021. 
Phil Keagy, who currently 
holds the seat, was appoint-
ed in August 2018 to 
replace Angela Clinton who 
resigned eight months into 
her term. But Keagy was 
only appointed for the first 
half of Clinton’s four-year 
term. And Keagy chose 
not to seek election for the 
remainder of the term.

Tursi said this election 
took some unfortunate turns 
with factions forming. He 
said he  was disappointed 
with the partisanship and 
politicizing of what has 
generally be a nonpartisan 
election.

“I think it is bad form,” 
Tursi said.

Commissioner Roy 
Herrick was philosophical 
in defeat.

“The people vote, they 
decide what they want,” he 
said. While Herrick said he 
has enjoyed being involved, 
“I’m just as happy not to be 
involved … I’m 81 years 
old.”

Pugliese said he was 
“cautiously optimistic” 
going into Election Day, but 
coming out on top perhaps 
surprised the young man.

As the son of one of 
the town’s most beloved 

P.J. Pugliese, left campaigned with his moth-
er- and father-in-law, Pam and David Pearson.

citizens, Pug Pugliese, there 
was name recognition. P.J.’s 
father was the town’s police 
chief for decades and was 
also elected town commis-
sioner.

Still, P.J. attributed his 
win, at least in part, to an 
independent approach to the 
election.

“I decided early on I 
wasn’t hitching my wagon 
to anyone,” Pugliese said. 
“I want to do my own 
thing.”  That turned out to 
be a good strategy, based 
on the results. “The people 
wanted something differ-
ent.”

Philpott, a former com-
missioner, said the primary 
focus of his campaign was 
getting his message out.

“I went out distributing 
my literature, sharing on … 
social media,” he said.

Philpott, relieved that 
the election has come to an 
end, said, “I’m tired.” And, 
he added, “I think every-
body did a great job. They 
all worked very hard.”

 

The special election 
was almost missed by the 
Onslow County Board of 
Elections.

While filing for regular 
municipal offices began 
July 5 and ended July 19, 
the special election filing 
was not scheduled.

Paula Webb, assistant 
town manager and town 
clerk, said that she notified 

the board of elections in 
January of the need for the 
fourth seat to be filled.

Rose Whitehurst was 
the director of the Onslow 
County Board of Elections 
in January, but Jason 
Dedmond replaced her in 
late May. Dedmond said 
that he had no idea there 
was to be a special election 
in Swansboro.

By the time everything 
was settled, filing for the 
special election took place 
Aug. 26-30.

The regular municipal 
ballot included the names 
of six candidates, vying for 
three seats on the board.

The six candidates 
who filed were incum-
bents Frank Tursi and Roy 
Herrick. They joined Jeffrey 
Conaway, Laurent Meilleur, 
Harry “P.J.” Pugliese and 
Jerry Seddon. 

The special election 
included Bradley Buckley, 
Larry Philpott, Jeffrey 
“Dusty” Rhodes and 
Jennifer Steele.

When Clinton, elected 
in the 2017 municipal elec-
tion to a four-year term, 
resigned in August 2018 
citing health reasons, 
Keagy was appointed with 
the understanding that he 
would serve through the 
2019 election.

It was Clinton’s wish 
that the voters select her 
successor for the final two 
years of the term. Doing 
that required the special 
election.

Cliff Parson, the 
town attorney, has said 
Swansboro could have 
appointed Keagy to serve 
the remainder of the term, 
but when the board chose 
not to, the die was cast.

According to informa-
tion provided by the board 
of elections, with 584 votes 
cast, Swansboro’s turnout 
for this election is 24.2 
percent.

Absentee ballots will 
be accepted through Nov. 
5 at 5 p.m., unless they 
are mailed. Ballots mailed 
by civilians must be post-
marked by Nov. 5 and 
received by Nov. 8 at 5 
p.m. Ballots mailed by mili-
tary must be received by 
Nov. 14 at 5 p.m.

The supplemental and 
provisional ballot meeting 
will be Nov. 14 at 3 p.m.

The election canvass 
will be Nov. 15.

Email Jimmy Williams 
at jimmy@tidelandnews.
com.

Larry Philpott, left, and Jeff Conaway had to 
bundle up against the rain as they campaigned 
at the polling place on Tuesday, Nov. 5. (Jimmy 
Williams photos)
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