
Saturday will be partly 
sunny and rain is pos-
sible on Sunday. High 
temperatures will be in 
the low-60s and lows in 
the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Melissa Morales Vargas, 
who is a student in 
Lindzey O’Brien’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Fishing funds support scholarships

• Read classifieds, editorials, letters and 

obits ... Bogus returns next week

In today’s Tideland News ...

First responder memorial vandalized, Page 3

Chamber bestows three annual awards, Page 8

Swansboro girls get leg up in B-Ball, Page 9

More than 150 people gathered at Swans-
boro First Baptist Church on Thursday, Jan. 
12, for a banquet honoring area pastors 
and chaplains, their spouses and support 
staff. Also included were leaders of nonprofit 
Christian ministries – Backpack Friends, Sup-
porting Fires Military Ministry Camp, New 
River YMCA, Onslow Pregnancy Resource 
Center, Hope is Alive, True Justice Interna-
tional, Coastal NC FCA, 2nd Blessings Com-
munity Outreach and Weary Traveler Minis-
tries – and school, military and law enforce-
ment personnel. Saltwater Grill, First Baptist 
and Swansboro Dairy Queen sponsored 
along with Baby Cakes and Nuova Luna 
Caffè. The SHS Interact Club and F3 (Fitness 
Fellowship and Faith) were among the volun-
teers serving. (Pete Rulon photos)

Area pastors and others treated at banquet

Commentary

Reliable 

sustainable 

electricity 

would benefit 

our state
By Roy Cooper

North Carolinians 
deserve reliable, sustainable 
electricity at a reasonable 
cost, but because of increas-
ingly severe weather and 
aging fossil fuel plants, that 
result could be less certain. 
That’s why we now have a 
plan to ensure more reliable 
and sustainable electricity 
by moving more quickly 
toward low-cost renewable 
energy.

We only have to look 
at December’s severe cold 
weather to see more than 
half a million frustrated 
North Carolinians without 
power during the Christmas 
holidays. According to 
Duke Energy, the Christmas 

Eve power outages resulted 
from equipment failures at 
coal and natural gas plants 
while renewable energy 
performed as expected. 
Families spent Christmas 
Eve without lights or heat 
because of equipment fail-
ures at five different fossil 
fuel plants. This is unac-
ceptable and North Carolina 
is taking action to prevent 
future power failures.

It starts with the plan 
to transition from fossil 
fuel-generated electricity 
to more clean energy. In 
October 2021, I signed the 
bipartisan state law, House 
Bill 951, which set the first-
ever carbon reduction goals 

Onslow airport 
generates $700M

Onslow County’s Albert J. Ellis 
Airport contributed $707,470,000 
million to the state and local econ-

omy. That included more than 
$228 million in payroll from jobs. 
(Contributed photo)

By Kevin Reopelle

Jacksonville’s Albert J. Ellis Airport 
contributed $707,470,000 million to the 
state and local economy including more 
than $228 million in payroll from jobs.

These findings were released by the 
N.C. Department of Transportation, 
which biannually views the economic 
impact of the state’s airports.

The N.C. State University Institute of 

Transportation Research and Education 
study is based on 2021 data. It found that 
more than 11 percent of the state’s econ-
omy is tied to airports and the businesses 
that use them.

Activity at the airport supports 3,410 
jobs with a combined personal income 
of approximately $228,600,000. This 
economic activity generates an estimated 

(See ENERGY, page �)(See OAJ, page �)

Ticket 

deadline 

nears 

for HOF 

event
Swansboro High 

School will establish its 
first-ever athletic hall of 
fame on Feb. 4.

Its inaugural class 
totals six, former ath-
letes, coaches and an 
administrator. The class 
includes Joseph Beasley, 
Rick Mobley, Joan 
Riggs, Ronnie Ross, 
Peace Shepard Easton 
and Bob Vroom.

A selection com-
mittee that includes Dr. 
Helen Gross, principal; 
Kim Miller, athletic 
director; Doug Kidd, 
soccer coach; John Liles, 
track and field coach; 
Ronnie Crittenden; 
Lawrence Abalos; and 
Robert Campbell chose 
the class. The induct-
ees will be honored at 
halftime of the girls bas-
ketball game on Friday, 
Feb. 3. They will be 
honored at a reception 
and banquet at the rotary 
Civic Center on Feb. 4.

The reception will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with 
a plated dinner at 6 
o’clock followed by the 
induction ceremony.

Tickets are avail-
able for the banquet on 
Feb. 4 at a cost of $40. 
They can be ordered 
online at onslow.school-
cashonline.com/fee/
details/17944/250/false/
true.

No tickets will be 
sold at the door. All 
tickets purchased online 
will be available at the 
check-in desk the day of 
the event.

The deadline for 
purchasing tickets is 
Saturday, Jan. 21.
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Rules on mass, scale ready
Commission considers replacement structure limits
By Jimmy Williams

Now that the Swansboro 
Historic Preservation Commission 
and the Swansboro Planning Board 
have had the chance to review a 
text amendment that addresses the 
size and placement of replacement 
structures in the town’s historic 
district, the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners will have the 
chance to act.

Andrea Correll, town planner, 
brought the proposed changes to 
the historic preservation commis-

sion at its meeting on Dec. 20. The 
change would amend the Unified 
Development Ordinance, Historic 
District Design Standards.

She said that the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners asked for 
the matter – “massing regulations” 
– to be considered.

“At the last board meeting, the 
downzoning of Water Street was 
tabled,” Correll said. “They wanted 
all regulations in place before they 
considered rezoning.”

With that directive in mind, 
Correll said she wrote the text 

amendment and had it reviewed 
by the state Historic Preservation 
Office.

She pointed out that the text 
amendment was written to be 
defensible.

“It is very likely that we will 
have someone on the intracoastal 
waterway challenge us as historic 
commissioners … at the federal 
and the state level,” she said.

The intent of the amendment is 
to assure that new construction is 
congruous with the “special charac-
ter of the district.”

A massing regulation – rules 
that ensure a replacement structure 
fits in the neighborhood in which it 
is placed, will help meet that goal.

Under the proposed rule, 
an architect will be required to 
produce a massing study for each 
replacement structure.

“For you to know what is com-
parable, you need that massing 
study,” she told historic preserva-
tion commission. The commission 
has the opportunity to review new 

(See TEXT, page �A)
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