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CARTERET COUNTY

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
NCHSAA’s decision to push 

fall prep sports?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

NEWPORT

Close quarters contributed 
to outbreak at center

More then 25% of the of-
fender population at Carteret 
Correctional Center tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 during re-
cent mass testing of the state’s 
prisons, and the layout of the 
facility may have contributed.

Meanwhile, several detention 
offi cers at the Carteret County 
jail recently tested positive, as 
well.  

According to the N.C. De-
partment of Public Safety, 
76 offenders at the state-run 
Carteret Correctional Cen-
ter in Newport tested positive 
for COVID-19. The Carteret 
County Health Department 
initially reported the outbreak 
July 23, stating all inmates had 
been tested July 21.  With 267 
people tested, 28.46% of the 
jail population at that time was 
found positive for COVID-19. 

BEAUFORT

INDIAN BEACH

Town commissioners Wednes-
day night agreed to pay $1.15 
million for a new 2019 fi re-
truck, and it should be in ser-
vice by early September.

Action came during the 
Indian Beach Board of Com-
missioners’ monthly meeting in 
town hall off Highway 58.

Town Manager Tim White 
said he and Fire Chief Josh 
Haraway had for some time 
been looking at trying to re-
place the town’s 2008 ladder 
truck and initially considered 
a new one, which would cost 
$1.5 million.

Indian Beach purchases 
new 2019 fire truck

Ü 4A

Ü 4A

BEAUFORT

The Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and Morehead City 
Police Department announced 
another round of arrests have 
been made in the undercover 
drug roundup “Operation One 
by One.”

The operation is ongoing and 
the third round of arrests was 
announced Friday. The CCSO 
said it’s an effort to target 
criminal suspects who have al-
legedly been engaged in the il-
legal sale or diversion of illegal 
drugs in Carteret County. 

Sheriff makes 10  arrests in 
‘Operation One by One’
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Joe Hancock Jr., Forest Hill, Md.
Lydia Haley, Beaufort
Amber Meadows, Otway
Jelder Thompson, Morehead City
Phillip Zukowski, Emerald Isle
Charles Lutz, Byron, Ga.
Joyce Jones, Havelock

Winnie Goodwin, Cedar Island
Timothy Thomas Jr., Havelock
James Dooley, Indian Beach
Josie Kornegay, Swansboro
Kerry Nolan, Greenville
Sue Leverich, Newport
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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret Community College students 
didn’t seem to mind the temperature checks 
and mask requirements as they reported 
Monday for the opening day of the 2020-21 
fall semester.

“I’m glad they were able to take the 
precautions they have so we’re able to come 
for classes and hopefully be able to graduate 
on time,” cosmetology student Shamra Lee 
said.

CCC cosmetology student Harleigh 
Brungard agreed.

“They’re doing the best they can,” she 
said. “This is new for everyone.”

Due to coronavirus pandemic safety 
precautions, CCC students are attending on 
a hybrid plan that for many involves both 
face-to-face learning combined with virtual. 
Some students are opting for only remote 
virtual classes.

CCC President Dr. Tracy Mancini said 
given the challenges of COVID-19 restric-
tions, opening day appeared to go smoothly.

“People have stepped up to help, and this 
has gone so well,” Dr. Mancini said. “I’m so 
proud of our staff and students.”

Dr. Mancini said college offi cials have 
staggered classes so fewer students will be 
on campus at one time. In addition, she said 
the college has extended registration for 
late-comers, and students seemed to be tak-
ing advantage of that on Monday.

“We still have students coming in to 
register today,” she said.

As of Friday, enrollment was down by 9 
percent compared to fall 2019.

To welcome students back, Dr. Mancini 
and the administrative staff visited each 
classroom to greet students.

“We’re here to help you with any issues,” 
she said to students in one class. “Stay safe. 
Learn safe.”

Traditionally, there would be long lines 
in the college’s bookstore for opening week, 
but CCC Public Information Offi cer Logan 
Okun said for safety precautions the college 
is asking students to order materials online.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

Like other local governments, 
Beaufort offi cials are looking 
to technology upgrades, paid 
for with federal funds from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act.

According to a report from 
Town Manager John Day, given 
during the town commission’s 
Zoom meeting Aug. 10, Beau-
fort will receive $94,768 under 
the CARES Act. 

The funds are being distrib-
uted to counties, which will 
reimburse town governments as 
they spend the funds, Assistant 
Carteret County Manager and 
Finance Director Dee Meshaw 
told the News-Times Thursday. 
The funds were distributed to 
North Carolina’s counties on a 
per capita basis, and she said 
Carteret is following suit, ad-
ministering to municipalities on 
a population-based formula.  

“There are very limited things 

that we can use this for, and this 
looks like items that really kind 
of achieve multiple purposes for 
us,” Mr. Day told Beaufort com-
missioners last week during a 
review.  “They improve effi cien-
cies for staff, as well as assist-
ing with the COVID-related 
measures that are important.”

Beaufort submitted its spend-
ing list for approval Thursday. 
It is due to the state by Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, and Mr. Day said the 
money must be spent by the end 
of the year. 

The town’s proposal includes 
purchases for public information, 
fi nance and planning and inspec-
tions. The biggest ticket item is a 
software upgrade with Edmunds 
Software, which the town uses, 
to include payroll and human re-
sources functions. The software 
is billed at $60,275, and would 
allow remote timesheet entry and 
cloud security. 

A $17,392 potential CARES 
Act expenditure would pay 

for a six-month clerk position 
to handle data entry for the 
software upgrade. In addition, 
$9,600 is requested for laptops 
to support telework, along with 
$1,000 requested for additional 
hardware. 

For the planning department, 
the town hopes to spend $961 
on a Parrot ANAFI Extended 
drone.

“The (N.C.) Department 
of Insurance has authorized 
the use of a number of dif-
ferent technologies to do live 
remote inspections,” Mr. Day 
told commissioners. “They’re 
encouraging minimizing contact 
with other people, so the drone 
could be used to conduct remote 
inspections of the exterior work 
without ever even coming into 
contact without any individuals 
there.”

Other uses for the equipment 
include damage assessments af-
ter severe weather and code en-
forcement. Staff training would 

likely be required, he said. 
In addition, a request for 

$1,840 for two iPads would al-
low inspectors to work remotely. 

Upgrades for public informa-
tion are also included in the pro-
posal for funding. Those include 
a new video and still camera for 
$2,010 and $490 for lapel mics. 

At their Aug. 10 meeting, 
commissioners seemed pleased 
with the staff-provided list.

“It’s great that we can get 
some things that we would’ve 
probably liked to have had 
anyway. It’s a good way to get 
it,” Commissioner John Hagle 
noted. 

The CARES Act money can-
not be used on things reimburs-
able from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. 
The town has already assembled 
a reimbursement request for 
that government agency totaling 
roughly $102,000 in expenses 
related to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Tech improvements coming with CARES Act money

Wednesday 
August 19

Thursday  
August 20

Friday 
August 21

Saturday 
August 22

Sunday 
August 23

Low 2:28 a.m. 3:11 a.m. 3:54 a.m. 4:39 a.m. 5:26 a.m.
2:21 p.m. 3:13 p.m. 4:06 a.m. 5:02 p.m. 6:01 a.m.

High 8:19 a.m 9:08 a.m 9:58 a.m. 10:50 p.m. 11:45 a.m.

 8:48 p.m.  9:35 p.m. 10:22 p.m. 11:11 p.m. --------

CCC students report 
with COVID safety 
precautions in place

MOREHEAD CITY

Carteret Community College President Dr. Tracy Man-
cini greets cosmetology students Monday for the fi rst 
day of 2020-21 classes. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Temperature checks, social distancing 
and masks were the new ABCs seen in 
Carteret County public schools Monday for 
the opening day of the 2020-21 academic 
year.

Despite the many challenges due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, administrators, 
teachers, students and parents were trying 
to take it all in stride and get on with the 
fi rst day. 

“It’s a little weird, but I’m just happy to 
be here and be at school,” Croatan High 
School freshman Victoria Haight said after 
having her temperature checked when she 
exited her family’s vehicle and prepared to 
enter the building. 

Freshman Lola Fleming agreed.
“It really is kind of weird, but I’m glad 

to be able to see my friends again,” she 
said.

There was a technical glitch that was 
resolved when there was a statewide outage 
Monday on NCEdCloud, the service that 
verifi es student and employee identities as 
they log in to online services. The out-
age blocked some from logging on to the 
remote learning platform for much of the 
morning, but N.C. Department of Public 
Instruction offi cials said the issue was 
resolved by late morning.

Carteret County Schools Chief Technol-
ogy Offi cer Mike McKay said Tuesday 
morning, “Our school system was one of 
the fi rst to report the problem to the state. 
We immediately notifi ed our teachers about 

the problem and they moved to a back up 
plan and instruction continued. The state 
made the needed repairs yesterday and 
made further upgrades last night.”

An estimated 8,000 students are expect-
ed to report this week in Carteret County 
on either a hybrid schedule of in-class and 
virtual learning or remote virtual learning. 
The school system has said about 30% 
of students have opted into remote-only 
learning. This week was primarily set aside 
for student and parent orientation, with the 
fi rst full day of classes to begin Monday, 
Aug. 24.

Only a portion of students reported to 
schools Monday to abide by limited num-
bers for social distancing.

Under the attendance plan, students will 
alternate in-person days each week. Stu-
dents, prekindergarten through grade 12, 
are assigned a cohort, A or B.

The two groups are alternating days on 
campus, and Wednesday will be a remote 
learning day for all students and a teacher 
planning and conference day. 

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said 
early reports Monday indicate the school 
year has gotten off to a good start despite 
the obstacles of COVID-19 restrictions.

“While it was a bit different at each 
school level, the dedication and profession-
alism of the teachers and staff was evident 
in their preparation for a fi rst day like no 
other,” he said. “Even as instruction begins, 
this fi rst week is also serving as an 

Croatan High School freshman Lola Fleming, left, receives a temperature check from CHS career 
development instructor Karen Davis prior to entering the school building Monday, which was the 
opening day of the 2020-21 academic year. (Cheryl Burke photo)

CarteretCountyschoolsopenwith
coronavirusrestrictionsinplace

‘Kind of weird’
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