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Silver Creek rezone tabled
Look at the News-Times for the story!

Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News

In celebration of Black 
History Month, Swansboro’s 
St. Thomas AME Zion 
Church will feature Judge 
Paul Hardison of Sneads 
Ferry as guest speaker at a 
special service on Sunday, 
Feb. 10 at 3 p.m.

Hardison 
is a Fourth 
Judicial 
District 
Court judge 
in Onslow 
County.

The 
church’s 
Deaconess 
Board is 

sponsor of the service, 
according to Helen Shepard, 
a member of the board.

Calvinette Shepard and 
the Jones-Onslow Male 
Chorus will provide a pro-
gram of music.

The Rev. Fannie Tootle-
Adams is pastor of the 
church, which this year will 
celebrate its 150th anniversa-
ry. Yvonne Adams is minister 
of music.

Invited guests include 
Mayor John Davis of 
Swansboro and Ken Jackson, 
chief of the Swansboro 
Police Department.

The public is welcome to 
attend.

The church is on Main 
Street Extension between 
Mt. Pleasant Road and 
Swansboro Loop Road.

Black 

history

By Ann vonHoorn

Winter is a time when we may wonder 
about outhouses, but are grateful for indoor 
plumbing. To see one is to conjure up specu-
lation of “the good old days” before indoor 
plumbing, walk-in-showers, whirlpool luxury 
or even toilet paper.

But one such privy still exists in the 
Swansboro Historic District, although its origi-
nal use has been long abandoned.

Bob Shuller, a longtime Swansboro resident 
and one of the founding members of the recon-
stituted Swansboro Historical Association, is in 
the midst of restoring this relic of the late 19th 
century.

Shuller, who is an architect, is also one 
of those responsible for developing the 
Swansboro Area Heritage Center, which is 
at 502 W. Church St., a historic building that 
was once the site of the Swansboro Police 
Department and town hall.

Shuller has lovingly brought the old out-
house – referred to as a privy – out of the past 
and restored to the past again. With help from a 
number of folks – Jeff Benton, David Killette, 
Mike Seeley, Dan Shuller and Lee Shuller 
– he has devoted many hours of many days 
to replace the roof and restore the floor of the 
outhouse with specially milled boards in order 
to match the originals.

A final coat of paint will complete the job 
and allow this privy to be viewed by the public 
on special occasions such as the Swansboro 
Historic Home Tour.

Historic building 

undergoes facelift

Commentary
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-50s 
and lows in the upper-
30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Preston Humphrey, a stu-
dent in Kristy Spencer’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.

By Stevenson L. Weeks

The Newport River, one 
of the state’s most productive 
estuaries, known for its tasty 
oysters, is in trouble. Growing 
up, I worked my father’s oys-
ter leases there. When I’m not 
practicing law, I still try to farm 
there today. For many decades 
this estuary supported families 
like mine through its depend-
able abundance of shellfish and 
fish. Sadly, those days seem to 
be coming to an end, unless we 
can make significant changes 
that protect this amazing natural 
asset for future generations.

Hurricane Florence dealt 
a devastating blow to the 
Newport River. It brought sev-
eral feet of tidal storm surge 

and approximately 30 inches of 
rain to Morehead City, Newport 
and Beaufort. This, combined 
with persistently higher tides 
that push up groundwater levels 
and saturate the soils, resulted 
in high levels of bacteria, 
threatening public health and 
shellfish-growing waters. Since 
shellfish may be eaten raw, 
shellfish harvest is closed when 
pollution levels exceed state 
standards in order to prevent 
disease and sickness. The river 
was closed after Florence hit, 
and much of it remains closed 
to this day.

Hurricane Florence merely 
exacerbated pre-existing water 
quality problems in North 

In the Tideland ...
Swansboro OKs LUP, board begins implementation, Page 5

See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7
White Oak is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, page 10

Golfer Bill Keadey of 
Emerald Isle scored his second 
hole-in-one on Sunday, Jan. 27, 
on hole Number 2 of the Lakes 
Course at Star Hill Golf Club.

Carl Beaman, pro at Star 
Hill, said Keadey used a 5 iron 
for the ace, which was wit-
nessed by Bill Winslow, Tony 
Sharon and Dave Mazza.

Bill Keadey 

scores an ‘ace’ 

at Star Hill

(See PROTECT, page �)

(See PRIVY, page �)

Protection 

is needed 

for waters 

of the state

Until the second decade of the 20th century, 
all houses had a privy or outhouse behind them 
in the backyard to accommodate the biological 
needs of their inhabitants.

When originally built around 1890 this one 
was located behind the John Bartley House on 
the corner of Main and Water streets.

The Bartley outhouse is pictured in 
the Dixon yard, prior to the recent refur-
bishment. (Williams photo)

Noise rules 

stump panel 

as rewriting 

finishes up

Hardison

Feel the burn
Lt. Bryan Maready of the Swansboro 

Fire Department is pictured entering the 
controlled-burn training facility at the 
Western Carteret Fire and EMS Depart-

ment on Saturday, Feb. 2. SFD person-
nel were training at the facility. It allows 
firefighters the chance to safely “feel the 
heat” of a real fire. (Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

For years, Swansboro offi-
cials have struggled with how to 
keep noise generated by down-
town restaurants and clubs at a 
level that doesn’t disturb resi-
dents, near and far. Allowing the 
noise to go unchecked may be 
disturbing to residents but plac-
ing restrictive limits on bands 
and DJs could hurt business.

Furthermore, coming up with 
an enforceable way to keep loud 
music in check is tricky.

Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners hopes it has 
finally found the right approach.

At their Jan. 22 meeting, 
commissioners tidied up a noise-
ordinance rewrite submitted by 
Scott Chase, town manager at 
the time, which had the bless-
ing of Cliff Parson, attorney for 
the town. Commissioners are 
expected to consider adoption 
of the ordinance – with some 
changes possible – at their next 
regular meeting, Feb. 12.

If approved as amended, the 
ordinance will result in hefty 
fines for any businesses that 
willfully ignore a warning to 
“turn down.” Furthermore, fines 
escalate considerably each time 
police officers are called back.

“We did take an aggressive 
approach with the penalties,” 
Chase told commissioners.

Initially, the fines were $100 
for a first offense; $250 for a 
second; $500; $750; and $1,000 
for a fifth. At the suggestion of 
Commissioner Brent Hatlestad, 
the fines were hiked to $200 
for a first offense and $300 for 
the second. The other amounts 
would remain.

Chief Ken Jackson said the 
first time an officer is called to 

‘We did take 

an aggressive 

approach with the 

penalties.’
Scott Chase

investigate a noise complaint at 
a business there will likely just 
be a warning. But if the police 
are called back, the fine could 
be imposed.

“The violations won’t be 
per day,” Paula Webb, town 
clerk, explained. “If we did 
that I don’t think we would be 
accomplishing the goal and that 
is to have the offender stop the 
noise.”

Hatlestad pushed for the 
hike in the fines based on what 
he said he had seen occur in 
Jacksonville. Specifically, if the 
fine is low enough, a business 
doesn’t mind paying it in order 
to keep the music going.

Hiking the fine, Hatlestad 
said, “would add weight to 
our law enforcement officers 
responding to a noise complaint. 
My feeling is once a fine is 
issued it should have weight, if 
it did, there would be no third 
call that night on noise, and if it 
were it would be costly.”

Fines, as with other tweaks 
to the proposed ordinance, 
will be settled when the board 
takes up the draft for adoption, 
according to Hatlestad.

 “In addition to or in lieu 
of remedies authorized by the 
ordinance, violations of this 
(See NOISE, page �)


