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connect with readers. 
Ms. Clouser and reporter Brad 

Rich led efforts to organize continued 
coverage on the News-Times website 
during and after the storm until a new 
print edition could roll off the press 
Sept. 19, 2018. 

This is the fourth consecutive year 
the News-Times and Ms. Starkey 
have placed in the Online Breaking 
News category, with two previous 
first-place awards and a third-place 
win in 2017. 

Not a stranger to NCPA wins, 
sports reporter J.J. Smith got a first-
place award in the Sports Column 
category for “In This Corner,” a 
weekly feature in the sports section. 

Among the samples of Mr. Smith’s 
work awarded for excellence was a 
piece on high school sports in the 
post-Florence months and an Aug. 8, 
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performance

Some of the 
county’s youngest 
thespians will 
showcase their 
talents during “The 
Lion King Jr.”
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Rodney Artis, Sea Level
Robert Hargett, Harkers Island
Richard Bierly, Morehead City
Gerald Naples, Newport
Cordell Vann, New Bern

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Buck pitches inmate labor program Town talks
financing 
to avoid
tax hike

Clerk solicits
donations of
formal wear
for girls in need

NCDOT explores options 
for Bridges Street project

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — County commis-
sioners will contemplate using county 
inmates to address the area’s litter 
problem. 

Monday during their regular meet-
ing in the administration building, 
commissioners heard from Sheriff 
Asa Buck on a proposal to estab-
lish an inmate work crew from the 
jail population. His proposal, he said, 
could simultaneously alleviate several 
issues, particularly roadside litter.  

“When we were formulating our 
budget request over the past several 
months, (there were) a number of 
different discussions about litter and 
debris all around the county, especial-
ly after the hurricane,” Sheriff Buck 
said. “A lot has been discussed about 
how to deal with these issues regard-
ing enforcement and also cleaning up 
the area.

“There has been some inqui-
ries about what it would take to 
utilize some inmates in our jail 
to perform some of the roadside 

cleanup,” he said.
Sheriff Buck said he and his staff 

looked at other sheriff’s offices con-
ducting similar programs. After com-
piling information, staff concluded the 
program would require an additional 
position so as not to place a burden on 
existing jail staff. 

“In order to accomplish this we 
must request a new position to over-
see the inmate work crew,” Sheriff 
Buck said. “They would also serve as 
a solid waste enforcement officer for 
the county.” 

Under current plans, the sheriff’s 
office estimates the position would 
require a salary of $35,956 plus 
benefits, for a total county cost of 
$53,383.

“We would request this position be 
a sworn deputy,” Sheriff Buck said.

 The proposed program would also 
require purchases, such as specialized 
van equipment at $5,823 and tools 
and clothing at $950. 

In total, the program comes with an 

Hon Yeung, left, a project engineer with the N.C. Department of Transportation, listens as lifelong Wildwood resident Stephen Murdoch, 
center, points out a traffic congestion area Wednesday during a public forum at the Crystal Coast Civic Center concerning a Bridges Street 
extension project and its proposed routes. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Local 
and county officials and residents 
gathered at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center Wednesday to review the lat-
est plans and provide feedback for a 
proposed project to extend Bridges 
Street.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation is undertaking the esti-
mated $45 million project as a mea-
sure to relieve traffic congestion on 
Highway 70 and provide better overall 
mobility between Morehead City and 
Newport. The project involves widen-
ing the roadway along Business Drive 
and constructing a segment at a new 

location before tying in to Highway 
70 in the vicinity of McCabe Road. 

As proposed, the road will be a 
four-lane, median-divided highway, 
sidewalks for pedestrians and wide 
outer travel lanes for bicyclists, plus 
grade-separated railroad crossings. 
Digital renderings on display at the 
meeting showed attendees what the 

new road and surrounding areas might 
look like. 

According to project manager Liz 
Workman, NCDOT is considering 
two alternative routes for the project 
– one along Old Murdoch Road and 
one just west of Sam Garner Road. 

CCNT staff wins top press awards
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Awhile back, when her kids 
were in high school, Cedar Point Town Clerk Jayne 
Calhoun had an idea to help girls from financially-
strapped families get dresses for their proms.

Now she’s doing it.
“I had this name in mind, 

‘Cinderella’s Closet,’” she said 
this week. “But I was busy being a 
mom and working, and I never got 
around to it then.”

Recently, however, someone 
reached out to her and inquired 
about how to get a prom dress for 
a daughter.

“I started thinking, ‘There’s got 
to be more than just this one 
girl struggling with this,’” Ms. 
Calhoun said. “From what I’ve 
been told, some of these dresses are $500 and 
up.”

So she started thinking again, put the word out 
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to her friends and family and collected donated 
formal gowns, shoes and accessories.

Then, she learned Cinderella’s Closet was 
already happening nationwide. 

“I don’t know if I’d seen it before and just sub-
consciously thought of the name from that,” she 
said.
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Carteret County News-Times staff took home 10 awards Thursday, 
including a third-place win in the Use of Photographs category of 
the N.C. Press Association’s News, Editorial and Photojournalism 
Contest. (March 21, 2018, front page) ������������������5�
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NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — Town commissioners 
began 2019-20 budget deliberations Wednesday 
morning, eyeing a $1.69 million tax-and-spend-
ing plan laid on the table by Town Manager Zach 
Steffey.

The proposal amounts to an increase of about 
$140,000 over the 2018-19 total of $1.55 million, 
and two things quickly became clear during the spe-
cial meeting in town hall off Dolphin Street.

First, the board isn’t going to approve the 4.5-
cent property tax increase, from 21.25 cents to 
25.75 cents per $100 of assessed value, which it 
would take to balance revenues and expenditures in 
the first draft of the budget.

Second, the board is going to give a boost to 
the public works department, most likely through 
financing of equipment purchases. The new equip-
ment, if the board ultimately approves it when the 
budget is finalized, would be a new tractor, a back-
hoe and a pickup truck.

That would eliminate some lump-sum capital 
outlays, and could help the board reduce or elimi-
nate the tax hike.

Mr. Steffey’s budget was not really a proposal, 
more of a compendium of what department heads 
said they need for the fiscal year that begins 
Monday, July 1.

Wednesday, the board quickly addressed the tax 
hike and signaled a desire to start cutting expendi-
tures, line item by line item.

“I don’t want to see, in a little town like this, peo-
ple have to leave because of taxes,” Commissioner 
Mike King said.

The proposed 4.5-cent increase would hike an 
average resident’s annual tax bill from $468 to 
$567.

Commissioner Charlie Evans agreed there won’t 
be a 4.5-cent tax increase when the budget is adopt-
ed, likely in June.

“We’re going to be awfully busy in the next 
couple of weeks,” he said, referring to efforts in 
additional work sessions to cut or eliminate the 
increase.

“My main goal is to get this town back to 
�����������������
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Jack Maguire, Swansboro

Dorothy Hagan, Newport

James Smith III, Stella

David Durham, Newport

Stephen Smith, Morehead City

Larry Bostian, Huntersville

Matthew Farmer, Newport

Lynne Buckley, Morehead City

Jacquelyn Gainey, Hubert

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
Jean Tucker, Morehead City
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Editorials .................12-13A
Sports ........................ 8-11A
Coastal Living .............1-3B
Puzzles ........................... 3B
Business Pulse .............. 5B
Public Notices ................ 6B
Classified Ads .............7-8B
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11:42 a.m.
--------- 

6:48 a.m.
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12:37 p.m.
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BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

BROAD CREEK — Broad 
Creek Middle School became 
the first school in the state 
Monday to install a unique rain 
garden thanks to a partnership 
with the National Geographic 
Society and the N.C. Coastal 
Federation.

While rain gardens are rela-
tively common, this one was 
designed by the school’s sixth-
graders as part of a National 
Geographic Geo-Inquiry pro-
gram, which calls on students to 

develop a solution to a human 
and natural world problem.

Students created the rain 
garden to prevent flooding 
and stormwater runoff in the 
school’s courtyard. They also 
painted rocks with colorful mes-
sages about kindness to border 
the garden.

In addition, sixth-graders 
decided to install a Little Free 
Library near the garden so stu-
dents can donate and take free 
books to read.

With help from the federation 
and The Yard Barber in Cape 

Carteret, students installed their 
rain garden and small wooden 
box library Monday.

“We hope our campus will 
be cleaner and there will be 
less flooding and cleaner air 
because of this,” sixth-grader 
Hazel Scott said.

Middle school teachers from 
across the United States applied 
to National Geographic in 2017 
to participate in the program. 
National Geographic selected 
one school in each state, and 
Broad Creek Middle was select-
ed to represent North Carolina.

Broad Creek Middle social 
studies teacher Ryan Koczot 
and media coordinator Heather 
Blackwell, who applied for 
the program, attended special 
training in June at the National 
Geographic Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., in prepara-
tion for implementing the pro-
gram for the 2017-18 school 
year.

“The goal is to have 50 
projects going on this year 
around the country,” Ms.  
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New cutter arrives  
at Station Fort Macon
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BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The Carteret 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
public school system have a 
dedicated detective to focus on 
safety after county commission-
ers approved the new position 
Monday. 

The board gave unanimous 
consent to the post, which 
Sheriff Asa Buck requested to 

establish immediately, during 
its March meeting in the admin-
istration building.

Sheriff Buck has assigned 
the job to established Detective 
Mike Panzarella, a veteran of 
the office.

“Everyone is in favor of 
this position and supports this 
request,” the sheriff said of 
stakeholder support for the new 
position.

Commissioners pulled the 
request off Monday’s consent 
agenda to discuss publicly the 
need for the dedicated law 
enforcement post for schools, 
dubbed the school security 
intelligence liaison, in the wake 
of increased coverage of mass 
school shootings. 

“This wasn’t an initiative 
that we wanted to wait until 
next school year, we wanted to 

go ahead and start immediately. 
As a matter of fact, we pretty 
much already have,” Sheriff 
Buck said, noting the position 
was part of a deeper initia-
tive “to ensure, or to do our 
very best to make sure, nothing 
falls through the cracks here in 
Carteret County.”

“It’s a proactive, progressive 
first step,” Commissioner Ed 
Wheatly said. “It’s a very good 

thing, but this is not the end-all 
of the school security problem, 
this is the beginning.”

In his role, Detective 
Panzarella will coordinate inter-
agency cooperation between 
area law enforcement, state 
and federal partners, the district 
attorney’s office and the school 
system as a “single point of 

USCGC RICHARD SNYDER
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BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — 
The newest U.S. Coast Guard 
fast-response cutter, the Richard 
Snyder, is now in its new home 
port, U.S. Coast Guard Station 
Fort Macon. 

The Richard Snyder arrived 
at Station Fort Macon Tuesday. 

The day had started with heavy 
rainfall, but the storm broke in 
time for the new cutter to come 
into port, with both personnel 
and the families of the cutter’s 
crew there to greet it, many of 
them carrying signs welcoming 
the crewmen home. 

Among the crewmen was 
Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class 

Quenten Lehrschall, who said 
he’s going to enjoy serving on 
the Richard Snyder, which is 
the 27th in a new line of cutters 
replacing an older model of 110-
foot patrol boats. 

“This is my first sea tour 
duty,” Mate Lehrschall said, “so 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — A 
group of past and current time-
share owners with Peppertree 
Atlantic Beach Villas has filed a 
civil complaint against the con-
dominium complex’s managing 
companies and organizations. 

The complaint is in regard 
to the condemnation of several 
buildings and outside structures 
on buildings in the complex, 
which resulted in the demolition 
of 14 buildings and the replace-
ment of exterior structures on 11 
more. 

The News-Times attempted 
to contact Festiva, the primary 
company that manages the com-
plex, but no one was available 
for comment before presstime. 

According to the civil case file, 
Teresa and James Burch, Shelley 
and Richard Casey, Joseph 
and Lindsey Casey, Joyce and 
Irving Canady, Allyson Downs 
and Samuel Downs II, Robin 
Hammond and William Sandifer 
Jr., Milton and Lynda Chadwick, 
Pamela Asbury, Tsuyako Waters, 
Mikiko Waters and Fabious 
Chandler filed March 12 a civil 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Two 
businesses have filed individual 
complaints against the town of 
Morehead City alleging they 
were improperly charged impact 
fees that state courts have since 
found to be unconstitutional.

Morehead City-based 
Murdoch & Associates Inc. and 
Kernersville-based Ridgeco 
Construction LLC each filed a 
separate claim in Superior Court 
against the municipality. Both 
plaintiffs seek damages in the 
amount paid in impact fees, plus 
6 percent per annum interest and 
court and attorneys’ fees. 

Many municipalities in the 
state, including Morehead City, 
have historically charged resi-
dents and businesses “prospec-
tive” water and sewer impact 
fees to offset costs associated 
with water supply and wastewa-
ter treatment capacity. Morehead 
City Mayor Jerry Jones previ-
ously told the News-Times the 
city has charged those fees for 
over 40 years.

However, in August 2016, 
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East Carteret’s Monica Dixon and 

Maceo Donald have been named News-
Times Players of the Year in basketball.
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STAFF REPORT

RALEIGH — Staff of the 
Carteret County News-Times took 
home 10 awards Thursday from 
the 2018 N.C. Press Association’s 
News, Editorial and Photojournalism 
Contest, including a first-place win 
for online breaking news coverage of 
Hurricane Florence. 

The NCPA presented awards 
this week during the annual Winter 
Institute at the Raleigh Marriott 
Crabtree Valley. For the contest sea-
son running Oct. 1, 2017, to Sept. 
30, 2018, the News-Times won three 
first-place awards, two second-place 
wins and five third-place finishes. 

Staff’s coverage of Hurricane 
Florence in mid-September resulted 

in a first-place win in the Online 
Breaking News Coverage category, 
led by reporter Jackie Starkey, who 
worked from Morehead City and 
Beaufort, and Elise Clouser, who 
supported from Matthews. 

The work of the entire newsroom 
staff was vital to online coverage 
before, during and after the Category 
1 storm pummeled the county with 
heavy winds, rain and flooding.

In addition to updates on evacu-
ation and sheltering plans leading 
up to the storm, staff persisted as 
Hurricane Florence brought com-
munication outages, massive power 
losses and more, managing to share 
information, photos and videos across 
the News-Times’ online platforms and 

Angela Beck, Wilmington
Lillian Michels, Harkers Island
Norma Franks, Emerald Isle
Edna Jones, Peletier
Santo Natale, Newport

Mary Richter, Morehead City

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=16A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=d7de2c6a-52c6-5e12-9918-ec6bbd350125

