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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT

TIDES Wednesday, Sept. 8
Low:  3:04 am 3:48 pm
High:  9:08 am  9:30 pm

Sunday, Sept. 12
Low:  5:56 am 6:58pm
High:     ------- 12:29 pm

Saturday, Sept. 11
Low:  5:07 am 5:56 pm
High:  11:33 am  11:50 pm

Friday, Sept. 10
Low:  4:23 am 4:59 pm
High:  10:41 am  10:59 pm

Thursday, Sept. 9
Low:  3:42 am 4:07 pm
High:  9:53 am  10:13 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021 Vol. 110 - No. 72 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Coastal Living
Bobby Watson’s Carteret Speedway greets 
Hall of Famer with packed house, 1B

Sports
Beaufort Historical Association membership 
meeting set Sept. 14, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and 
memorials are on page 3b

See HEALTH Page 2A

Riders take off during the Morehead City-Beaufort Elks Lodge 9/11 Memorial Ride last year. This 
year’s event will be Saturday, and will also honor the 13 American soldiers recently killed during the 
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. (Cheryl Burke photo)

by the numbers
hunting & game
in carteret county
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Black Bear Harvest
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Wild Turkey Harvest
�����������������������������������

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���Deer Harvest
����������������������������������������

������� ���

���������������������� ����������������
�����������������

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� �� �

������� �� �

������� �� �

������� �� ��

������� ��������� ��

������� �� ��

������� �� ��

������� �� �

������� �� ��

������� �� �

Black Bear Harvest
�����������������������������������

���������������������� ����������������

������� ���

Wild Turkey Harvest
�����������������������������������

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���

Deer Harvest
����������������������������������������

������� ���

���������������������� ����������������
�����������������

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� ���

���

���

������� �� �

������� �� �

������� �� �

������� �� ��

������� ��������� ��

������� �� ��

������� �� ��

������� �� �

������� �� ��

������� �� �

Black Bear Harvest
�����������������������������������

���������������������� ����������������

������� ���

Wild Turkey Harvest
�����������������������������������

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���

������� ���

������� ��

������� ���

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County schools’ 
state test scores for 2020-21 
were about 16% above the state 
average.

However, like all school 
districts across the state, overall 
performance declined and can’t 
accurately be compared to the 
previous year due to lack of 
testing data for 2019-20 because 
COVID-19 altered school 
schedules.

In addition, the county’s 
graduation rate declined and 
was below the state average for 
2020-21. 

According to results released 
Wednesday during the State 
Board of Education meeting 
in Raleigh, 61.1% of Carteret 
County students scored profi -
cient, or at Level III, on state 
end-of-grade (EOG) and end-
of-course (EOC) tests. That 
compares to 45.4% of students 
statewide. No EOG or EOC 

test data was reported in 
2019-20, so the closest com-
parison for performance on the 
state tests was from 2018-19, 
when 72.7% of county students 
scored profi cient on the tests. 
Statewide, 58.8% of students 
scored profi cient in 2018-19.

Carteret County Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Rob Jackson, 
in a press statement Wednesday, 
said the school system would 
continue to monitor and work 
with students who have fallen 
behind during the pandemic.

“Carteret County Public 
Schools anticipated a decline in 
profi ciency rates given the fact 
the students and staff had been 
in remote and hybrid learning 
environments since March of 
the 2019-20 school year,” he 
said.

 “The 2020-21 school year 
data does not indicate the qual-
ity of instruction has declined 
in the Carteret County Public 
School System,” he continued. 

“This data 
shows that many of our stu-
dents continued to demonstrate 
profi ciency during the end-of-
grade and end-of-course exams. 
For our students that still need 
support toward achieving profi -
ciency, Carteret County Public 
Schools is committed to maxi-
mizing our efforts to ensure that 
all students receive high quality 
instruction targeted at fi lling in 
gaps in our learners’ academic 
profi les.”

He praised teachers, staff and 
families for persevering dur-
ing such diffi cult instructional 
times.

The student achievement data 
for the 2020-21 school year is 
based on end-of-grade tests in 
grades three through eight and 
high school end-of-course tests. 
The exams are aligned to the 
N.C. Standard Course of Study 
in English language arts (read-
ing), math and science.

Due to the disruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the 
U.S. 
De-
part-
ment of 
Education has 
waived account-
ability require-
ments for North 
Carolina and other 
states. In addition, the 
N.C. General Assembly and 
Gov. Roy Cooper waived state 
accountability rules, including 
the calculation and reporting of 
A-F school performance grades 
and growth analysis.

According to a press release 
issued Sept. 1 by the N.C. De-
partment of Public Instruction, 
state school leaders acknowl-
edged student performance 
statewide fell because of 

School test 
scores above 

state average, 
decline from 

previous 
years
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BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret Health Care is pausing elec-
tive inpatient procedures at the hospital 
Tuesday in light of an ongoing surge of 
COVID-19 cases driven mainly by the 
delta variant of the coronavirus.

The measure applies to non-emergency 
procedures, such as weight loss surger-
ies and some orthopedic procedures that 
require the patient be admitted and stay 
overnight. Emergency and non-elective 
procedures will continue as normal, and 
those patients affected by the pause will be 
contacted by the hospital directly. 

According to CHC community relations 
marketing director Michelle Lee, hospital 
offi cials will revisit the decision on a daily 
basis depending on that day’s census of 
COVID-19 patients and other key metrics.  

“We’ve been monitoring daily since the 
early days of COVID,” she said Tuesday. 

MOREHEAD CITY

Carteret Health Care is pausing elective inpatient procedures at the hospital Tuesday in light of an 
ongoing surge of COVID-19 cases driven mainly by the Delta variant of the coronavirus. (File photo)

See SCORES Page 2A
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The Elk’s Lodge of Morehead City-
Beaufort will not only commemorate the 
20th anniversary of 9/11 Saturday, but also 
honor the 13 service members who were 
recently killed while helping Americans 
and allies get out of Afghanistan during the 
U.S. troop withdrawal.

“Because of the recent loss of 13 service 
members in Afghanistan, we are going to 
display 13 fl ags in front of the lodge and set 
a table with 13 empty chairs inside,” Kent 
Neal, co-chairman of the event, said Friday. 
“We will renew our plea to never forget 
what happened on 9/11 and to continue to 
support our wounded warriors, active duty 
military and veterans.”

Registration for the memorial ride will 
be 9 a.m. to noon at the Elks Lodge at 400 
Miller Farm Road, with the ride from noon 
to 1:30 p.m.

elks lodge to honor service members killed 
in afghanistan with memorial ride saturday

commemorating 9/11 

See RIDE Page 2A

covId interruption
chc pauses elective procedures tuesday 
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