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TIDES Saturday, May 28
Low:  1:16 am 12:55 pm
High:  7:01 am  7:29 pm

Wednesday, June 1
Low:  4:00 am 3:21 pm
High:  9:40 am  9:59 pm

Tuesday, May 31
Low:  3:21 am 2:44 pm
High:  9:01 am  9:21 pm

Monday, May 30
Low:  2:41 am 2:08 pm
High:  8:23 am  8:44 pm

Sunday, May 29
Low:  2:00 am 1:32 pm
High:  7:43 am  8:07 pm

During the hunting trip, Stephanie Fulcher posted this photo of the teens wear-
ing their hunting gear. North Carolina businessman Hunter Parks and Fulcher, 
his girlfriend, as well as the four teens, were among those killed Feb. 13 when 
a plane crashed off the North Carolina coast. The teens are, left to right, Kole 
McInnis, Noah Styron (behind McInnis), Jake Taylor and Dailey Shepherd, all of 
whom went to East Carteret High School. (Facebook)

Coastal Living
Local Marine featured in documentary about recov-
ery of grandfather’s remains following discovery of 
plane shot down during World War II, 1B

Sports
Cougars make program 
history in advancing to 3A 
east regional fi nal, 5B

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

DOWN EAST

BEAUFORT

lawsuit filed over plane crash that killed 8 off of drum Inlet

See LAWSUIT Page 2A

safety dancecarteret county schools

See SAFETY Page 2A

by the numbersmemorial day

1st
state to offi cially recognize Memorial Day was 

New York in 1873

39.2m
Americans plan to travel over Memorial Day 

weekend

no. 1
Orlando, Florida is the most popular destina-

tion for Memorial Day weekend travel

25%
more home-cooking fi res happen on Memorial 

Day than on an average day

47,300
Estimated number of injuries from car ac-

cidents over Memorial Day weekend

37%
Of all traffi c fatalities that occur over Memorial 

Day weekend are alcohol-related

1968
First year Memorial Day was offi cally recog-

nized as a national holiday

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As the nation continues 
to grapple with the horrifi c 
shooting Tuesday of 19 
elementary school students 
and two teachers in Uvalde, 
Texas, county law enforce-
ment and school offi cials 
said they are stepping up 
security measures around 
schools to ensure the safety 
of students and staff.

“Patrols have been 
increased by our depu-
ties around our schools,” 
County Sheriff Asa Buck 
said Wednesday in an email. 
“Throughout the school 
year our patrol deputies rou-
tinely check on our schools 
during their shifts.”

In addition, Carteret 
County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Rob Jackson said 
Wednesday school offi cials 
would continue to review 
safety protocols used at 
school campuses. 

“As we do on a daily 
basis, we will maintain con-
tinued vigilance, especially 
in light of the tragic events 
in Uvalde, Texas. Vigilance 
regarding the safety of our 
students is a local, statewide 
and nationwide effort,” 
he said in an email. “State 
Superintendent Catherine 
Truitt’s offi ce has recently 

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS
The families of four 

people — including three 
teens — who died in a Febru-
ary plane crash off the North 
Carolina coast are suing 
the companies that owned 
the plane and employed the 
pilot, who also died. The 
suit claims the pilot failed to 
properly fl y the single-engine 
plane in weather conditions 
with limited visibility, mak-
ing the fi rms liable.

All eight people aboard 
the Pilatus PC-12/47 died 
when it descended into the 
Atlantic Ocean off the Outer 
Banks. Four teenagers and 
two adults on the plane were 
returning from a hunting trip. 
The two others were the pilot 
and his adult son, who was a 

student pilot, the suit said.
The wrongful death suit 

was fi led Tuesday in Carteret 
County against EDP Man-
agement Group LLC and 
Green Assets, both of Wilm-
ington, and Dillon’s Aviation 
of Greenville.

The plane took off Feb. 13 
in the early afternoon from 
Hyde County Airport, which 
is on the mainland near the 
Pamlico Sound. The plane’s 
destination was southwest 
across the sound to Beaufort, 
which is along the southern 
edge of the Outer Banks in 
Carteret County. 

The suit alleges that pilot 
Ernest “Teen” Rawls failed 
to maintain control over the 
plane and improperly fl ew 

County law enforcement steps up patrols near 
schools in wake of Texas school shooting

indicated that the North 
Carolina Department of 
Public Education has been 
in contact with the North 
Carolina Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) and 
the Governor’s Offi ce to 
coordinate efforts.” 

He added that DPS law 
enforcement agencies will 
be conducting security 
checks at North Carolina 

Flags across the county and 
nation, like these seen Wednes-
day at East Carteret High 
School, are fl ying at half staff 
in memory of the victims of the 
tragic school shooting that hap-
pened Tuesday in Uvalde, Texas. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

schools and community 
colleges statewide for the 
remainder of the year. 

“NCDPI’s Center for 
Safer Schools is on high 
alert and monitoring all 
activities that may signal 
a safety threat to schools,” 
Dr. Jackson said. 

Thanks to partner-
ships with the County 
Sheriff’s Department and 
municipal police depart-
ments, Dr. Jackson added 
that the school system has 
12 School Resource Of-
fi cers working to cover the 
county’s 17 schools. Some 
schools share offi cers.

Sheriff Buck said he 
would like to see a dedi-
cated offi cer at each school, 
including all elementary 
schools.

“Some of our elemen-
tary schools presently have 
SROs assigned to their 
schools specifi cally, but not 
all,” he said. “I believe we 
need to provide an SRO for 
every school in the county.” 

Sheriff Buck emphasized 
that one of the most impor-
tant ways to prevent violent 
incidents from happening 
in schools is by controlling 
access into school build-
ings, which the district 

A Morehead City police car belonging to a school resource offi cer is parked Thursday in front of West 
Carteret High School. County Sheriff Asa Buck said law enforcement offi cials are stepping up patrols 
around school campuses in light of the school shooting Tuesday in Uvalde, Texas. (Cheryl Burke photo)

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

It can be a daunting task for par-
ents to talk with their children about 
high-profi le acts of violence, such 
as the school shooting Tuesday in 
Uvalde, Texas. 

Mental health experts say children 
look to their parents and other adults, 
such as school personnel, to help 
them feel safe following such inci-
dents. It’s especially important to give 
them a sense of normalcy. 

Kathleen Ellers, a child mental 
health counselor in Morehead City, 
said for parents, it’s important to be 
aware of what their children are feel-
ing and keep lines of communication 
open. 

“The biggest thing is not to ignore 
it,” she said Wednesday. “Don’t as-
sume younger children haven’t heard 
about it. I prefer that parents be the 
one that talks to their children.” 

She further said it’s important that 
parents react in a way that makes 
children, especially younger ones, feel 
secure. 

“Children take their lead from 
how their parents are reacting,” she 
said. “They need to know they have 
a trusted place to go to share their 
concerns.”

She said typical reactions from chil-
dren are that they don’t understand 
and they are frightened it will happen 
to them. 

“The fi rst thing is to validate their 
feelings and listen to what they are 
saying,” she said. 

Once parents have heard their 
child, it’s important that they reassure 
them they are safe. She further en-
couraged parents to limit their child’s 
exposure to the news.

“Don’t allow them to hear it over 
and over again,” she said. 

Ms. Ellers added that the way par-
ents talk to younger children will be 
different than the approach taken with 
older children, especially teens.

“Just like when discussing other is-
sues, you wouldn’t talk to your teen-
ager the way you talk to an elemen-
tary age child,” she said. 

Ms. Ellers said there are many good 
resources available for parents, such 
as The National Child Traumatic Stress 

mental health expert shares tips for parents on discussing school violence 

See MENTAL Page 2A

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=d7b784a6-1cf1-5827-a4ba-d805f9c62539

