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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Horsing 
around 
at Trade-
Win IV 
Farm  

BEAUFORT

Ü 1B

Sunday 
July 12

Monday
July 13

Tuesday
July 14

Wednesday 
July 15

Low 7:44 a.m. 8:26 a.m. 9:09 a.m. 9:55 a.m.
8:10 p.m. 9:12 p.m. 10:13 p.m. 11:10 p.m.

High 1:18 a.m. 2:05 a.m. 2:55 a.m. 3:48 a.m
2:07 p.m. 2:59 p.m. 3:50 p.m. 4:40 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Are you canceling any 
travel plans this summer 
due to concerns from the 

pandemic or unrest?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Kenneth Shivar, Raleigh
Robert Michal, Beaufort
Donald Leonard, Rocky Mount
David Willis Sr., Beaufort
Neil Murphy, Smyrna
Manly Smith, Newport
Glenwood Montgomery, Beaufort
Noah Rowe, Newport
Thurman Pittman Sr., Jacksonville

William King, Havelock
Connie Gaskill, Harkers Island
Estelle Bane, Newport
Sandra Roberts, Harkers Island
John Hopkins Jr., Swansboro
Billie Jean Huling, Morehead City
Robert Matthews, Morehead City
Sandray Fleming, New Bern

MOREHEAD CITY

PINE KNOLL SHORES

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Area schools have begun 
receiving personal protective 
equipment and other safety 
supplies in preparation for the 
opening of the 2020-21 school 
year.

The protective gear is part 
of a larger plan being de-
veloped by Carteret County 
education offi cials for the 
reopening of schools Monday, 
Aug. 17, in the midst of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 
However, county and state 
education leaders must wait 
until later in the month for a 
decision from Gov. Roy Coo-
per as to what the reopening 

will look like.
In the meantime, Superin-

tendent Dr. Rob Jackson, who 
started his position July 1, is 
working with school system 
leaders on the development 
of three possible scenarios for 
reopening.

“Developing a strate-
gic re-entry plan that takes 
into account the health and 
safety of our students and staff 
members is vital,” Dr. Jackson 
said in a press release issued 
Wednesday. “We, as a school 
system, want to continue to 
provide our students with a 
high-quality education and 
we know that can be accom-
plished with careful planning.”

Gov. Cooper has asked all 
schools systems to plan three 
different scenarios for reopen-
ing, with no fi nal decision 
expected until at least Friday, 
July 17. He was originally 
scheduled to make a decision 
July 1 but delayed. 

The three scenarios include 
Plan A, in which all students 
will be present at school with 
social distancing precautions 
in place. Plan B would involve 
50% or less of the student 
body present with social 
distancing precautions, while 
Plan C is based on all students 
participating in remote learn-
ing only.

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Emerald Isle offi cials, develop-
ers and representatives of the real 
estate and tourism industries gathered 
Tuesday morning for the ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the multimillion-
dollar Village West development off 
Islander Drive.

The project, years in the planning, 
was delayed by Hurricane Florence in 
2018 and the novel coronavirus this 
year, but construction is set to start in 
August, according to Samer Hamad, 
one of the principals of A-Team 
Enterprises, the Morehead City-based 
developer.

Phase one of the project, which will 
include 11 buildings with retail shops 
on the bottom and residential condo-
miniums on the second fl oor, should 
be complete by spring, Mr. Hamad 
said at the ceremony. Phase two, 
which will include 18 townhouses, 
will follow.

Mr. Hamad said it’s a total $8 to $9 
million investment on the site, which 
is about 2.3 acres, most of which the 
development fi rm bought from the 
town in April 2019. The property 
is north and east of Queens Court 
condominiums and north of the town’s 
Western Ocean Regional Access.

“We’re very excited to get started 
on the Village West project,” Mr. Ha-
mad said. “We want to thank the town 
and (Town Manager) Matt Zapp for 
working with us through the delays.”

The town also worked with the 
developers to renovate the Islander 
Drive corridor, including burial of util-
ity lines, repaving the street, adding 
sidewalks and creating new on-street 
parking spaces with a new one-way 
traffi c pattern.

“The beautifi cation has done won-
ders,” Mr. Hamad said.

He said EJW Outdoors of More-
head City has signed on to be an 
anchor tenant in the retail space and 
there will be an ice cream/fudge shop, 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Several improve-
ment projects recently 
wrapped up at Carteret 
Health Care, including a 
redesigned cardio-pulmo-
nary rehabilitation area, a 
renovated pharmacy and 
a relocated central sterile 
department.

The CHC Board of 
Directors met June 22 at 

the hospital for its regular 
monthly meeting, during 
which Chief Informa-
tion Offi cer Kyle Marek 
provided an update on 
the projects. 

First, the hospital 
completed a redesign of 
the cardio-pulmonary 
rehabilitation area to add 
more space and improve 
patient safety. The hos-
pital offers an exercise 

and education program 
for those with heart and 
pulmonary diseases, with 
a dedicated space where 
people can exercise and 
meet with physicians. 

Mr. Marek noted 
the redesign aimed to 
improve patient privacy 
and workfl ow, decrease 
the fall rate, eliminate 
congestion at high-traffi c 
areas and create a more 

aesthetically pleasing 
area. 

Changes to the car-
dio-pulmonary reha-
bilitation area include 
a larger waiting room, 
new entrance/exit and an 
education room that can 
accommodate two classes 
at once. Exercise classes 
at the hospital resumed  
June 22.

“They’ll start with 

cardio patients fi rst, with 
smaller class sizes to al-
low for (social) distanc-
ing while they’re exercis-
ing,” Vice President of 
Clinical Support Mike 
Soucie said. “And then 
the pulmonary patients 
will be added in the 
future, they’re being 
delayed to protect the 

Carteret Health Care completes pharmacy renovation

See Health / Pg 10A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Former Town Commis-
sioner John Brodman is now 
the 12th mayor of Pine Knoll 
Shores.

The town board of com-
missioners held its regular 
meeting Wednesday at town 
hall, during which the board 
unanimously appointed Mr. 
Brodman mayor. He succeeds 
Ken Jones, who died May 14 
while still in offi ce. 

State statute allows a 
municipal board or council to 
appoint a mayor to complete 
an unfi nished term between 
municipal elections. The next 

EMERALD ISLE

Brodman appointed 12th 
mayor of Pine Knoll Shores

Pine Knoll Shores Mayor John Brodman takes his oath of offi ce Wednes-
day at the regular town board of commissioners meeting.  (Mike Shutak 
photo) See Mayor / Pg 4A

Developer
breaksground
onVillageWest
projectin
EmeraldIsle

From left, Bill Brown and Samer Hamad 
represent A-Team Enterprises at the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the compa-
ny’s new Village West project Tuesday in 
Emerald Isle. (Brad Rich photo)

See Project / Pg 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

CarteretCountySchoolsreceivePPE,
gearforopeningof2020-21schoolyear

Morehead City Elementary School secretary and bookkeeper Anna Thomas sorts through personal protective 
equipment and safety supplies Wednesday in the school’s health room. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Reopening prep

See Schools / Pg 4A

STAFF REPORT

CARTERET COUNTY — The 
Carteret County Health De-
partment Friday reported an 
additional death of a county 
resident due to complications 
related to COVID-19.

In a news release, the county 
said the individual, who was in 
their 70s and had an underly-
ing medical condition, died 
Wednesday. To protect the 
family’s privacy, health offi cials 
said no further information 
would be released. 

The death is the fourth 
COVID-19-related death of a 
Carteret County resident. 

“We extend our deepest sym-
pathies to the family and their 
loved ones during this diffi cult 
time,” County Health Director 
Stephanie Cannon said in the 
release. “COVID-19 is spread-
ing in our community and (the 
coronavirus) is a serious virus.”

Ms. Cannon said residents 
can do their part to help pre-
vent the spread of the coro-
navirus by following the three 
Ws: wear a face covering, wait 
6 feet apart and wash hands 
frequently. 

“At this time, this is the best 
way to fi ght the spread of this 
virus and to help keep the com-
munity safe,” she said.

As of Thursday afternoon, 
the county reported 126 total 
confi rmed cases of COVID-19 
in Carteret County, of which 36 
cases were active. 

According to the release, 
health care providers continue 
to test individuals suspected of 
having COVID-19, even those 
without symptoms. The county 
asks individuals to contact their 
medical provider about test-
ing. If your medical provider is 
not testing or you do not have 
a provider, contact the County 
Health Department or visit co-
vid19.ncdhhs.gov/about-covid-
19/testing for testing locations. 

For more information about 
COVID-19 in Carteret County, 
call the citizens inquiry hotline 
at 252-726-7060, Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Fourth COVID-
related death
confirmed in 
Carteret Co.
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