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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Fillies and Mares
HARKERS ISLAND

Ü 1B

Sunday 
Jan. 17

Monday
Jan. 18

Tuesday 
Jan. 19

Wednesday 
Jan. 20

Low 4:12 a.m. 5:03 a.m. 5:57 a.m. 6:56 a.m.
4:57 p.m. 5:39 p.m. 6:21 p.m. 7:04 p.m.

High 10:33 a.m 11:17 a.m. 12:02 p.m. 12:44 a.m
11:02 p.m. 11:52 p.m. -------- 12:50 p.m.

POLL 
QUESTION

Overall do you think social 
media is a good thing?  

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Ricky Harvell, Newport
Nell Gillespie, Havelock
Shelvie Kimrey, Atlantic
William Hobbs, Cape Carteret
Christopher Perri, Raleigh
Mary Lynn Thompson, Newport
Anne Pisarra, Swansboro
Robert Johnson, Morehead City
Ethel Harper, Morehead City

Olivia Salter, Morehead City
Gary Williams Jr., Salter Path
David Freshwater, Morehead City
Michael Dennard, Beaufort
Jesse Chappell, Cape Carteret
Stephen Gaskill, Harkers Island
Edna Moore, Beaufort
Erminio Lenins, Morehead City
Margaret Bell, Wildwood
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County reports uptick 
in active cases, 
hospitalizations
STAFF REPORT

Active cases of COVID-19 and 
related hospitalizations in Carteret 
County rose slightly Thursday, the 
same day the county announced 
it was following a state move to 
expand eligibility for the vaccine. 

The County Health Department 
reported 26 new confi rmed cases 
of COVID-19 Thursday, with active 
cases rising from 283 Wednesday 
to 299. 

Since spring 2020, the county 
has recorded 3,430 cases of the 
disease caused by the novel coro-
navirus, along with 32 deaths, the 
most recent of which was reported 
Wednesday. 

Hospitalizations at Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead City 
ticked up from 14 reported 
Wednesday to 17 as of Thursday 
afternoon. 

In tandem with the state, 
Carteret County will begin taking 
vaccination appointments for those 
ages 65 and older Friday, incor-
porating a new group of potential 
recipients into the phased vaccine 
rollout. All those seeking appoint-
ments will be added to a waitlist 
and won’t secure an appointment 
until vaccine allotment is available.

In a release Thursday, county 
offi cials said more than 4,000 
residents are on the waitlist for the 
vaccine, which was previously only 
being offered to those 75 years 
or older, long-term care facility 
residents and staff and frontline 
health care workers.  

To request to be placed on the 
county’s waiting list, visit carteret-
countync.gov/Vaccineor call 252-
728-8550, option 2.

ATLANTIC BEACH

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Businesses and property 
owners along the Atlantic 
Beach Causeway may be 
able to expand and develop 
more if town offi cials get 
an agreement with Sugar-
loaf Utilities for wastewa-
ter service. 

The Atlantic Beach 
Town Council met for its 
regular meeting Monday 
at the town boardroom at 
1010 West Fort Macon 
Road and online via Zoom. 
During the meeting, Mayor 
Trace Cooper informed 
the council town that staff, 
along with CodeWright, a 
Durham fi rm, are drafting a 
request for proposals from 
architect fi rms for a small 
area plan for the Atlantic 
Beach Causeway. 

The causeway is one of 
two entrances to town and 
is part of the commercial 
corridor. 

“We’re working on this 
(plan) in anticipation of be-
ing able to provide waste-

water infrastructure on the 
causeway,” the mayor said. 

Atlantic Beach doesn’t 
have a sewer system. All 
wastewater service is 
provided either through 
privately owned package 
treatment plants or indi-
vidual septic tanks. This 
limits the growth capacity 
of businesses, and busi-
ness owners have requested 
the town provide limited 
wastewater service to com-
mercial property. 

Mayor Cooper said 
town offi cials are work-
ing on an agreement with 
Sugarloaf Utilities for bulk 
wastewater capacity. The 
utility, located on West 
Fort Macon Road, provides 
private wastewater service 
for several subdivisions in 
town, and the mayor said 
the town is pursuing an 
agreement for 80,000 gal-
lons of wastewater capacity 
per day for the causeway. 

“If we get an agreement, 
the fi rst thing we’re going 
to want is to have regula-

tions in place for the area,” 
Mayor Cooper said. “In 
addition to the uses, we 
want to regulate how things 
look.” 

The mayor said while 
he hasn’t seen many small 
area plans like the one 
they’re working on, he 
has seen plans from other 
municipalities that create 
architectural guidelines. 

At least two business 
owners on the causeway 
are in favor of this plan. 
M.F. Chappell owner Brett 
Chappell, a wine merchant, 
said Friday while he hasn’t 
read the exact plan, he 
thinks having a wastewater 
service would help bring in 
more commerce. 

“Any restaurant that 
wants to come in is limited 
in their seats and has to put 
in their own wastewater 
(under existing condi-
tions),” he said. “We’re 
a retail business, but we 
have the right to sell by 
the glass. For us, I don’t 
know it would make a huge 

difference; for for commer-
cialization in the area, it’s 
a boon.”

Local realtor Alan 
Shelor of Alan Shelor Real 
Estate said he’s always 
been in favor of having a 
sewer service in town. A 
lifelong resident of Atlantic 
Beach, Mr. Shelor is also a 
former member of the plan-
ning board. 

“I think for businesses 
and being able to develop 
more (along the causeway), 
sewer would be benefi cial,” 
he said. “I think it would be 
benefi cial to the environ-
ment to treat the water 
before it’s injected back 
into the ground.” 

Mr. Shelor said he has 
clients who own prop-
erty along the causeway, 
and while having a sewer 
service “wouldn’t double 
the value of their property 
overnight,” it would en-
courage for more property 
development. 

“I’m all for it,” he 
said. “If you can do it and 

protect the environment, it 
could help the people.”

This isn’t the fi rst time 
town offi cials have pursued 
a wastewater service plan. 
Mr. Shelor said he served 
on a central sewer board 
in the 1980s when town 
offi cials proposed running 
a 40-mile pipeline from a 
proposed treatment plant 
to Open Ground Farms for 
infi ltration. However, he 
said Down East residents 
objected to the plan over 
concerns of extensive 
development along the 
pipeline, and so state per-
mitting agencies “shelved” 
the council’s permit.  

Councilman Harry Ar-
cher said during the Mon-
day meeting this proposed 
plan will be a primary goal 
for the council in 2021. 

“That corridor is our 
gateway to our town,” Mr. 
Archer said. “I appreciate 
your (the mayor’s) initiative 
in moving this forward.” 

The mayor said Jan. 8 in 
his message in The Ocean 

Breeze, the town’s monthly 
newsletter, any connection to 
the proposed wastewater ser-
vice would be tied to “strict, 
new development controls 
that will ensure these areas 
redevelop in a manner con-
sistent with the wants and 
needs of our citizens.

“These controls will ad-
dress the look of redevelop-
ment as well as the type of 
redevelopment,” the mayor 
said. 

While Atlantic Beach 
doesn’t have a town 
wastewater service, it does 
have a water service, which 
offi cials are working on 
upgrading. The council 
unanimously approved at 
Monday’s meeting the fi rst 
phase of a $56,800 project 
to upgrade the water utili-
ty’s disinfection system. 

Water Supervisor Leghe 
Gerald said in March 2020 
state offi cials told the town 
its water treatment plant’s 
disinfection system was at 
80% capacity for disinfec-
tion byproducts. 

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — It’s all hands on deck 
as Carteret County employees assist the County 

Health Department in keeping up with the over-
whelming volume of phone calls from residents seek-
ing COVID-19 vaccinations.

From the assistant county fi re marshal to County 
Veteran’s Services employees, 10 staff members from 

various departments are managing a phone bank set up in 
the County Emergency Operations Center.

County Emergency Services Director Stephen Rea said 
Tuesday the phone center opened Monday and would remain 

open as long as it’s needed.
“Right now we’re open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. seven days a week,” 

Mr. Rea said.
When the center fi rst opened, county employees were plac-

ing those age 75 and older on a waiting list for vaccinations being 
administered at the health department. However, that has changed 

as of Friday, with those age 65 and older now included in the new 
N.C. Department of Health and Human Services’ current vaccination 

phase. 
County health offi cials said that will dramatically increase the num-

ber of calls coming into the center, and Mr. Rea appealed to the public for 
patience.

“It is a long waiting list,” he said. “Please be patient. We will get everyone 
a vaccination as soon as we get the vaccine.”

Mr. Rea said it’s been a daunting task to keep up with the number of phone 
calls coming into the center since opening Monday. As of Thursday, there were 

more than 4,000 individuals on the waiting list, and he said the center is averag-
ing about 750 calls a day.

Once on the waiting list, health department workers will contact prospec-
tive recipients as more vaccine is received. Residents can also register 

online.
County Health Department Director Stephanie Cannon said she 

doesn’t fi nd out until Thursday or Friday of each week how many 
doses of the vaccine the county will receive from the state for the 

following week, and the amount of doses received is far fewer than the 
number of residents waiting to be vaccinated.

County offi cials said Friday the health department will receive 400 ini-
tial doses and 100 secondary doses for this week. The secondary doses are 

reserved for those who had their initial dose and need an additional to complete 
the vaccination process.

Carteret Health Care is also receiving 400 initial and 975 secondary doses.
“The Health Department and Carteret Health Care are working in 

conjunction to quickly schedule these 800 appointments with those 
individuals already listed on the vaccine appointment waitlist,” 

according to a county press statement.
As of Wednesday, 1,854 county residents had received 

their fi rst dose of the vaccine and 369 had received their 
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NC, county expand vaccine 
eligibility to those 65 and older

‘AS MANY AS WE CAN’

See VACCINE / Pg 12A

County opens 
phone bank to 

handle high 
volume of 

vaccination calls 

BY ELISE CLOUSER & CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Beginning Friday, the Carteret County Health Department will begin 
taking requests to be placed on the vaccine appointment list for those 
65 years of age and older.

The N.C. Department of Health and Human Services updated the 
COVID-19 vaccination plan Thursday, revamping the earlier plan 
that included groups in phases. Those 65 and older are now consid-
ered in Group 2. 

Those individuals who are 75 years of age or older and are 
currently listed on the vaccine appointment waiting list in 
Carteret County will be prioritized fi rst to receive vaccine 
appointments as vaccines become available, according to a 
county release issued Thursday afternoon. The health de-
partment will notify individuals once vaccine appointments 
become available.

Health offi cials continue to appeal to the public for pa-
tience as they wait to be called back once they are placed on 
the waiting list.

“We expect a large volume of calls from the 65 and over 
populations. The County set up a call center earlier this 
week to assist in the calls requesting to be placed on the 
waiting list,” the release states.

“Please understand that the waiting list currently has 
over 4,000 individuals waiting for a vaccine appoint-
ment. The demand for vaccines far outweighs the 
amount of vaccines the County has received,” the re-
lease continued. “Please do not call to check your status 
on the waitlist as this will hinder others from being able 
to contact us to be placed on the list.”

Health department offi cials said they will exhaust all 
their current vaccine doses this week. The department 
is working in conjunction with Carteret Health Care 
in Morehead City to assist in administering doses to 
individuals on the list.

“At this time, the Health Department will not 

See CANNON / Pg 12A

Atlantic Beach looks to plan ahead of wastewater agreement for causeway 

Brian Costello, Havelock
Keith Jolly, Newport
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