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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-60s 
and lows in the upper-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Eli 
Kleihauer, a student in 
Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Man nabbed in Western Park shooting

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County and Swansboro provide update on COVID-19, Page 3

Coaches and seniors hold out hope that prep sports can return, Page 7

It’s Elementary is back and Swansboro Elementary is featured, Page 8

A couple of tom turkeys show off their plumage in a field 
near Stella recently, perhaps in the hopes of impressing a 

nearby female … and with Thanksgiving still eight months 
away. (Pete Rulon photo)

Two toms showing off

Commentary

Caring, 

sharing, 

coronavirus 

silver lining
By Barry Fetzer

We live in strange 
times, don’t we? A sci-
ence fiction-like pandemic 
“The Chinese” or slightly 
more politically correct 
“Kung Flu” is gripping 
America. We’re avoiding 
each other (as the old adage 
goes) “like the plague.” 
Businesses and schools are 
closed. “Shelter in place” 
orders have been issued. 
Grocery store shelves are 
bare. Many fear for the 
future.

But there’s a silver lin-
ing in the clouds. Many 
families have more time 
together learning how to 
depend on each other … to 
care for each other. Unique 
ways to help are being 
conceived like the small 
defense contractor offering 

Visa gift cards to family 
members of employees 
who need help or com-
munities (like ours here 
in Swansboro) banding 
together to share resources, 
deliver food and medicine, 
or complete emergency 
home repairs for neighbors.

All of us are being hum-
bled by an important lesson, 
we’re quickly learning that 
we have less control over 
our destinies than we once 
thought we did. And we’re 
learning from this unprec-
edented event that will ulti-
mately make us stronger as 
individuals, families, com-
munities and as a nation.

But is “Kung Flu,” also 
known as the COVID-19 
pandemic, really unprec-
edented? While it may 

BETA Club, 

leading to learn

BETA Club members with Don-
ald Redfearn, Cedar Point Town 
Maintenance director, second from 
left, from left, are Gerrit Roska, 

Sutton Dale, Rebekah Driver, Sar-
ah Dale, Lauren Overall, Landon 
Overall, Sara Driver and AnneAsh-
Lee Greene. (Photo contributed)

By Sara Catherine Driver

What does it mean to lead? For the 
thousands of students across America 
who are members of BETA Club 
National, the embodiment of true leader-
ship is servitude.

BETA Club is a student-run club for 
intellectual teens, grades 8-12, designed 
to give them the opportunity of leader-
ship development through public service. 

Students have the chance to participate 
in an officer-run club that not only drives 
them towards excellence, but gives them 
a platform to develop their leadership 
skills as well.

It also provides a social environment 
where like-minded students can practice 
important life skills, such as conversing 
over problems and coordinating group 

(See SILVER, page �)

Virtual 

scouting
Boy Scouts of 

America are feeling the 
pinch of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according 
to Josh Davenport, Sea 
Scout commodore with 
East Carolina Council 
BSA.

“With the COVID 
virus affecting every 
single person in some 
shape or another, scouts 
have begun to run into 
issues with complet-
ing their merit badges,” 
Davenport said. “One of 
them is the Citizenship 
in the Community 
Merit Badge, which is 
a requirement for the 
Eagle Scout rank.”

To earn the badge, 
scouts must interview a 
local community leader, 
which, due to the current 
situation, is impossible. 
However, Davenport has 
found a way around the 
social distancing.

“I reached out to 
Swansboro Mayor John 
Davis, and he agreed 
to sit for a virtual town 
hall meeting with local 
scouts on April 2,” 
Davenport.

 Scouts who register 
will be able to utilize the 
Zoom platform to inter-
view the mayor.

Davenport said the 
virtual meeting is a posi-
tive in what have been 
challenging times.

“Our scouts have to 
not only be away from 
their friends and schools, 
but also their fellow 
scouts,” he explained. 
“This provides an oppor-
tunity for them to con-
tinue scouting goals, and 
also shows the lengths 
our community lead-
ers will go to in order 
to help the youth of the 
community.”

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro commis-
sioners have granted 
preliminary plat approval 
for the Hammocks at Port 
Swansboro Phase II.

It was at least the third 
time the town has granted 
such an approval for the 
townhouse project on N.C. 
24 just east of Hammocks 
Beach Road, according to 
information provided by 
Jennifer Ansell, town plan-
ner.

In fact, the project has 
been before the town com-
missioners numerous times 
going back to 2013.

Prior to the commis-
sion meeting, on Feb. 3, the 
Swansboro Planning Board 
heard the request and voted 
unanimously to recommend 
approval. Like the commis-
sioners, the town planning 
board has also dealt with 
the project many times 
since 2013.

The 83 townhouses of 
The Hammocks at Port 
Swansboro Phase II would 
be situated on a 10.27-
acre tract. It is adjacent to 
– and will share an emer-
gency access road with 
– The Hammocks at Port 
Swansboro Phase I, which 
includes 35 townhouses on 

* Plat considered for the third time

* Consideration prompts text change

* Project has been subject of debate

about 6 acres.
During citizen com-

ments before the Feb. 24 
commissioners meeting, 
Mike Favata, a phase I 
homeowner, spoke. He said 
he wanted to remind the 
commissioners that there 
are specific items to which 
phase II developers have 
agreed.

This agreement was 
considered a condition of 

the town in granting phase 
II a permit, according to 
Favata. Favata, former pres-
ident of the phase I hom-
eowners association, helped 
negotiate the terms.

“Back in 2017 we were 
told there was supposed to 
be a tri-party agreement, 
with phase one, phase two 
and the town,” he explained 
in an interview. “But then 
someone – I think it was 

the town attorney – said 
the town didn’t need to be 
involved.

“It took several months 
to come to an agreement, 
but we have a signed agree-
ment. It’s on file at the 
courthouse.”

The document settles 
three major issues, storm-
water treatment, access and 

Townhouses get OK

(See REQUEST, page �)

(See LEARNING, page �)


