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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Crystal Coast Grand Prix is back

MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 1B

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

MOREHEAD CITY

New hall still on schedule 
for spring 2021 completion 

More than six months into 
construction, Morehead City of-
fi cials say work on the new city 
hall building off Bridges Street 
is proceeding on schedule for a 
planned spring 2021 completion.  

The city held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the new 
building Feb. 25, meaning 
construction recently surpassed 
the six-month mark. Those 
who pass by the 1100 block of 
Bridges Street will notice a two-
story building now occupies the 
site that was little more than a 
pile of dirt half a year ago.  

CARTERET COUNTY

MOREHEAD CITY

Carteret Community College 
confi rmed an individual “of the 
College community” has tested 
positive for COVID-19, accord-
ing to a press release issued 
Thursday. 

This is the fi rst confi rmed case 
of COVID-19 on campus, and 
the campus will remain open 
at this time, according to CCC 
President Dr. Tracy Mancini.

Carteret CC confirms first 
COVID-19 case

BEAUFORT

William Herbst, Pine Knoll Shores
Phillip Zukowski, Emerald Isle
Michael Sparks, North Cape May, 
N.J.
James Brown, Atlantic Beach

Barbara Robertson, Newport
Issa Batshoun, Beaufort
Colon Pake, Washington
Hazel Schell, Newport
George Dunn, Morehead City

Ü 4A
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Ü 2A

BEAUFORT

The Carteret County Board 
of Education approved a $93.5 
million 2020-21 local budget 
that is 1.69% more than the 
$91.9 million approved for the 
last school year.

School system Chief Finance 
Offi cer Kathy Carswell said the 
budget, adopted during the 
BOE meeting Tuesday, includes 
$649,209 in federal and state 
CARES Act funds to address 
the district’s needs during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Some 
of those funds have been spent 
on items such as automated 
temperature-check equipment, 
personal protective equip-
ment and the hire of additional 
nurses.

County school board adopts 
$93.5M final budget

Ü 5A

Sunday 
Sept. 6

Monday
Sept. 7

Tuesday 
Sept. 8

Wednesday 
Sept. 9

Low 4:45 a.m. 5:18 a.m. 5:53 a.m. 6:35 a.m.
5:11 p.m. 5:55 p.m. 6:44 p.m. 7:40 p.m.

High 10:58 a.m. 11:38 a.m. 12:21 p.m. 12:31 a.m
11:11 p.m. 11:49 p.m. --------  1:11 p.m.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

 The largely quiet offi ce off Live Oak 
Street in Beaufort was abuzz with tempo-
rary help and activity Thursday as Carteret 
County Board of Elections offi cials pre-
pared for the start of absentee-by-mail 
voting. 

Two election workers whittled away with 
reviews at computers, while another two 
processed paper absentee envelopes and 
remaining staff fi elded phone calls and at-
tended other work. 

All the hubbub marked the beginning of 
mail-in voting in the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, though voters won’t be able to visit the 
polls in person until one-stop early voting 
begins Thursday, Oct. 15.  

Nonetheless, it’s off  to the races for elec-
tions offi cials. 

“We’re pretty much at max capacity,” 
Board of Elections Director Caitlin Sabad-
ish noted. “We just got our ballots today; 
we’ve got people stuffi ng envelopes right 
now and verifying all that.”

Friday was the fi rst day absentee-by-mail 
ballots could be posted to North Carolina 
voters who requested them. Statewide, elec-
tions workers expect to see a sharp increase 
in the use of the longstanding by-mail 
method, usually leveraged by the home-

Absentee ballots hit the post; 
2020 election underway

bound and travelers. 
As of late Thursday, Ms. Sabadish said 

the offi ce had processed or begun process-
ing requests for more than 2,740 absentee-
by-mail ballots, and that number was an 
underrepresentation of the requests to date. 

“There’s such a volume that we 

can’t get through them fast enough to give 
you an accurate number,” she noted. 

At best guess, Ms. Sabadish estimated 
Carteret County – home to 49,954 registered 
voters as of Friday morning – already had 

Election offi cial Debbie Fulkerson prepares absentee-by-mail envelopes Thursday at the Carteret County 
Board of Elections offi ce in Beaufort. Absentee-by-mail voting began Friday. (Jackie Starkey photo)

BY ZACK NALLY
NEWS-TIMES

Gov. Roy Cooper announced the reopening of the state’s gyms and health 
clubs on Tuesday, but nothing will change for this county’s facilities.

Sports Center of Morehead City, The GYM at Cape Carteret Aquatic and 
Wellness Center, Anytime Fitness in Morehead City, TruFit Gym in Morehead 
City, Eastern Athletic Club in Beaufort, Strategy Health & Fitness in Newport 
and others like them have been open for months. 

Gyms and health clubs across the state banded together in May to reopen in 
the face of Cooper’s phase 2 restrictions. More joined them a few weeks 
ago when specifi c loopholes were discovered in the stipulations, such as 
physical therapy services and outdoor pools. 

Cooper announced an adjusted phase 2.5 on Tuesday, allowing 
gyms, health clubs, 
dance studios, 
yoga studios and 
others to reopen 
with certain 
limitations. 
While it doesn’t 
affect how gyms 
will operate, 
owners are hoping it 
will encourage tentative 
members to return to the 
facility with full permis-
sion from the state and an 
updated perspective of safety 
standards.

“There’s defi nitely 
a hope that members 
will come back,” 
Anytime Fitness 

Co-Owner Jayme Limbaugh said. “We saw a huge dip in member-
ship, but that’s to be expected. People are scared. We’re all trying to 
navigate what we’re seeing in the news and decipher what informa-
tion is correct. We’re hopeful that as more facts come out from the CDC 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), people will see that we’re 
doing everything we can to make things safe and that it is safe to be 
here.”

The GYM was the fi rst in the county to reopen amid uncertainty of the 
duration of phase 2, but the recent announcement is still a positive one 
for owner Deanna McElmon.

“We’re excited,” she said. “We feel like now people know it’s 
OK to come in. I can reach out now to our 350-400 members that 
stopped because of COVID-19 and see how they feel following the 

See Gyms  Page 10A

“‘We’re down about 45 percent. At-
tendance is down 60 percent. Does 
it hurt? Yeah. But it’s starting to go 
back and it’s starting to improve. It 
was actually higher into the end of 
July. Then, when the governor added 
another five weeks to phase 2, it 
dropped off again.’ — Deanna McElmon

The GYM owner

”
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