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Sunday, Dec. 12
Low:  3:25 am  3:12 pm
High:  9:15 am  9:43 pm

Monday, Dec. 13 
Low:  4:12 am  4:04 pm
High:  10:06 am  10:30 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Dec. 14
Low:  4:57 am  4:56 pm
High:  10:56 am  11:16 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 15
Low:  5:41 am  5:48 pm
High:  11:47 am    --------

PELETIER

BEAUFORT

See MAST Page 2A

marine science and technologies early college high school

busy

by the numbersdrunk driving

of respondents recognize that alcohol has 
a strong effect on them, while only 30.5% 

believed this last year in 2020.

38% 

of people admitted to driving while intoxicated 
have driven while buzzed.

17.3% 
Ride-sharing has decreased alcohol-related US 

traffi c fatalities by 6.1% and reduced overall US 
traffi c deaths by 4%

6.1% 
More than a quarter of all traffi c-related deaths 

are the direct result of alcohol impairment

25% 
Every day, 30 people in the United States die in 
car crashes with an alcohol-impaired driver. This 

is one death every 50 minutes.

50 mins

Coast of drunk driving in the United States

$132b 
Drivers with a Blood Alcohol Content of over 

0.10 are 7 times more likely to be involved in a 
fatal accident than sober drivers.

7 times

Children killed by drunk drivers every year in 
America

1,000 
Percentage of drunk driving deaths of all U.S. 

traffi c-related deaths

28% 

of underage students with access to a car admit-
ted to driving after having anything to drink. 

One in fi ve admitted to driving while intoxictaed.

50% CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

With news the recently adopted 2021-22 
North Carolina budget includes $180,000 
in recurring funds for the Marine Science 
and Technologies Early College High 
School, parents are asking the Carteret 
County Board of Education to reinstate the 
school as it was originally intended with 
four grade levels.

“The money is there now. The money is 
guaranteed,” MaST parent Deanna Hayden 
of Cedar Point said during the board’s 
meeting, held Tuesday in the school 
system’s central services offi ce on Safrit 
Drive in Beaufort. “The state has given us 
money to bring it back to life.”

Following the meeting, Superintendent 

Dr. Rob Jackson said board Chairman 
Clark Jenkins will appoint a committee 
to study what will happen regarding the 
school given the new information.

“We just found out about this ourselves, 
and we didn’t expect it,” Dr. Jackson said.

Board members did not comment re-
garding MaST during the meeting, but Mr. 
Jenkins, Thursday, said, “We are aware of 
the funding. We will be putting together a 
committee after the holidays to thought-
fully explore how to move forward with 
MaST.”

The school board, for the last two years, 
has voted to not enroll a freshman class 
at the school, which meets on the campus 
of Carteret Community College in More-
head City. The stated reason for the lack 

of enrollment is the state not guaranteeing 
recurring funding. Plus, the board in March 
voted to transition the school to more of a 
program format.

As to how recurring funds for MaST 
ended up in the new state budget, Sen. 
Norman Sanderson, R-Pamlico, said 
Thursday that MaST was among eight 
cooperative innovative high schools funded 
with non-recurring money in the 2020-21 
state budget when Gov. Roy Cooper vetoed 
the 2019 bi-annual budget. However, in the 
recently passed 2021-22 budget, this fund-
ing was made permanent. 

Because MaST is located in a Tier III 
county, the school will receive $180,000 in 
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Fire and rescue calls in the Western 
Carteret Fire and EMS Department district 
were high again in November, despite tourism 
numbers dipping as winter approaches.

WCFD Chief Kevin Hunter, speaking to 
Peletier town commissioners during their 
monthly meeting in the town hall Monday, 
said there were 170 calls in November, 
including 114 emergency medical service 
calls, 48 fi re calls and eight combined 
calls, which usually are motor 
vehicle collisions. 

While calls were low in 
Peletier itself in November 
at 10 – Chief Hunter told 
the board in his month-
ly briefi ng 170 was 
a big number 
consider-
ing calls 
usually 
start 

dropping fast in the fall and continue to 
decline until early spring. He’s not sure that is 
going to happen this year, because of growth 
in the district, including new residential sub-
divisions starting to be occupied in Peletier.

In fact, the chief said, it now appears the 

Fire and rescue calls continue to be high 
in western Carteret County, chief reports

Coastal Living
Olde Beaufort Farmers Market offers annual 
Christmas cheer, scrumptious goodies, 1B

Sports
Chisenhall, McClanahan inducted into 
West Carteret Athletic Hall of Fame, 6B

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

all
arecircuits

Amount of combined calls expected to be 
answered by Western Carteret Fire and EMS 
Department by the end of the calender year

2,060
emergency calls handled by western carteret fire and ems department

calls answered by Western Carteret Fire and 
EMS Department in November

170
Emergency medical service calls answered 

by Western Carteret Fire and EMS Department 
in November

114
Fire calls answered by Western Carteret Fire 

and EMS Department in November

48

See CALLS Page 2A

parents ask for reinstatement of mast 
News of recurring funds in state budget prompts renewed calls
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