
Saturday will be 
mostly sunny but rain 
is possible on Sunday. 
Highs will be in the low-
80s and lows will be in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Lily-Ann Steffan, who 
was a student in Emily 
Johnson’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Watermelon Festival draws a crowd

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Living Shoreline planned for causeway, Page 3

Firefighters take on a different task, Page 5

Swansboro athletes are all-conference, Page 8

As part of its annual Towel Min-
istry – which is an opportunity to 
serve – a group of volunteers as-
sociated with St. Peter’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church, built a wheel-
chair ramp for Geraldine Morse of 
Peletier. Taking part in the effort 
are Sarah Criddle, Debbie Purser, 
Isabella Cruz, Sue Ellen Petrie, Pat 
Corbin, the Rev. Michelle Bullock, 
Susan Davey, Marv Swan, Roselle 
Rivera, Jo Anne Riddle, Roz Brown, 
Nancy Hunnicutt, Kim Corbin, Chris 
Flemming and David Purser, Liam 
Loucks, Rick Loucks, Tom Petrie, 
Aristotle Rivera, Dick Swan, Will 
Williams. (Pete Rulon photos)

Church ramping up!

Commentary

Delta variant 

threatens 

improving 

economy
By Dave Kaplan

As we become older, we 
tend to see certain changes 
in the way we choose to 
live. We usually begin our 
adult years by living in 
an apartment, simple and 
private, and then marriage 
and children compel many 
of us to seek bigger places 
to live, places that can 
accommodate more people 
and pets. We also get used 

to budgets, and if we are 
lucky, to spending and sav-
ing.

We also inevitably 
become more accustomed 
to taxes, although many of 
us from our first payments 
of income taxes to our pay-
ments of property taxes 
start to feel the increasing 
resentment that we have as 
we make out a check that 

Commission OKs 

tree protections

Due in part to the removal of 
trees, Swansboro must contend 

with an increase in runoff at Swans-
gate. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners have approved 
amendments to the town’s tree ordinance 
that will require developers to obtain a 
permit prior to cutting or removing any 
trees.

It absolutely prohibits tree removal 
without a permit.

The ordinance states: “A land 
improvement permit issued by the town 
manager or his/her designee is required 

(See TAX, page �)(See ORDINANCE, page �)

Sidewalk 

priority 

corrected
In various Tideland 

News articles over the 
past several months 
Swansboro’s sidewalk 
construction priority may 
have been printed with 
an error.

The correct pri-
ority, according to 
Lauren Haviland, 
N.C. Department of 
Transportation com-
munications officer for 
Divisions 2 and 3, are:

• Priority 1 – N.C. 24 
from Hammocks Beach 
Road to Phillips Loop 
Road.

• Priority 2 – Old 
Hammocks Beach Road 
from Deer Island Road 
to existing sidewalk near 
Fredericka Lane.

• Priority 3 – 
Hammocks Beach Road 
from Moore’s BBQ 
sidewalk to Park Place 
Drive.
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By Jimmy Williams

As the community enters the 
2021 hurricane season, town com-
missioners are re-thinking the 
future of housing for the critical 
personnel during and immediately 
after a major storm.

 In the wake of 2018’s 
Hurricane Florence, the Swansboro 

Board of Commissioners was faced 
with the realization that there is 
no safe place for the town’s emer-
gency services personnel to ride 
out a hurricane, even a relatively 
minor one.

Simply put, Swansboro Public 
Safety Facility is not a safe 
place for the town’s Emergency 
Operations Center. In fact, no 

structure on the town hall campus, 
apparently, is suitable for an EOC, 
a structure expected to provide the 
town’s administration and police 
and fire departments a safe place to 
ride out a significant weather event. 
A November 2019 study made that 
fact clear. (See related story.)

Now, a second study, delivered 
in May, indicates that the cost of 

the town providing that safe place 
– a building that could withstand 
at a minimum, a Category 3 hur-
ricane – could be very expensive. 
So expensive, in fact, that most of 
the commissioners are unwilling to 
take on such a project.

“This board agreed and pro-

Offsite EOC is OK, for now
Budget constraints force closer look

(See BUILDING, page �)


