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T deland News

The Swansboro Historical 
Association will begin an 
ambitious Hurricane Florence 
oral history project to record 
residents’ memories of one 
of the worst natural disasters 
to befall our town. The inter-
views will become a valu-
able primary archive for our 
descendants and for future 
historians studying the storm.

Frank Tursi, a journalist 
and author of several history 
books, will head the project. 
But he’ll need help. To con-
duct the interviews in a time-
ly manner while memories 
are still fresh, Tursi is look-
ing for volunteers to conduct 
interviews and to transcribe 
the digital recordings.

Tursi is also gathering 
names of residents to inter-
view. The interviews will tell 
the whole story of the storm 
in the words of those who 
witnessed it. Town officials 
and elected leaders who tried 
to manage the aftermath will 
be included, as will be resi-
dents who rode out the storm 
at their homes or in shelters 
or who evacuated and then 
struggled to get home.

If you would like to be 
interviewed or know some-
one who should, let Tursi 
know. Send him a short email 
explaining why you think 
you or person you recom-
mend should be on the list.

Also let him know if you 
would like to conduct inter-
views or transcribe them.

“We’ll conduct a train-
ing workshop for those who 
volunteers for these tasks,” 
he said.

You can email Tursi at 
franktursi@fastmail.fm or 
call him at (252) 241-3505.

Storm 

Stories

By Jimmy Williams

On Saturday, Oct. 20, Swansboro will see 
an influx of folks with music on their minds. 
Swansboro High School will be the site of the 
Onslow County Marching Band Showcase.

The event, originally scheduled to take place 
Sept. 22, has been on hold for nearly a month 
as the community has dealt with the aftermath 
of Hurricane Florence.

At their Aug. 28 meeting, the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners agreed to partner with 
the school on hosting the event.

The showcase is a non-competitive event 
during which each marching band has the 
chance to perform for the community and each 
other, according to Daniel M. Scott, SHS direc-
tor of bands.

 “I’m excited about this opportunity,” Mayor 
John Davis said at the Aug. 28 meeting of the 
commissioners. “It will attract upwards of 
5,000 people.”

As owner of a restaurant in town, Davis 
pointed out that the event would be a boon to 

businesses in the community,
Brittany Shipp, Parks and Recreation De-

partment director, facilitated the partnership 
with the school. She presented to the board the 
school’s application for a special event.

 “There are a variety of logistics involved,” 
she told the commissioners. This includes shar-
ing town assets, such as bleacher seating. “We 
need approval (of the special events applica-
tion) for sharing of those services.”

Scott was at the meeting and available to 
answer questions from the commissioners.

“It is going to be a great event,” he said.
Even under the current circumstances 

– there has been no school for over a month 
– Scott’s feelings have not changed. 

“I feel getting back to a consistent rehearsal 
schedule is what the students and families of 
our community have been longing for,” he 
said. “Getting the chance to see the students 
and parents have added a sense of normalcy to 
such a strange beginning of our year.”

Band ‘Showcase’ 

slated Saturday

Commentary

Legislature 

shows unity 

in dealing 

with storm
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Weekend Weather
There will be a chance 

of rain this weekend with 
highs in the mid-70s, lows 
in the upper-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Aurora 
MeNeely, a student in 
Sharon Russell’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By Melissa Broughton

Bipartisanship has become 
rare in North Carolina, but 
lawmakers put their differ-
ences aside recently to take 
their first step toward helping 
those impacted by Hurricane 
Florence.

“It was really nice to experi-
ence collegiality in the legisla-
tive chambers and the sort of 
lack of partisanship,” said Rep. 
Pricey Harrison (D-Guilford). 
“That was kind of refreshing.”

She and several other 
Democrats recognized that the 
two disaster recovery bills that 
passed unanimously were small 
first steps in taking care of what 
the state actually needed. Gov. 
Roy Cooper signed the bills 
into law this afternoon.

The measures included $50 
million from the rainy day fund 
to match federal disaster assis-
tance programs and $6.5 million 
to pay school employees for 
missed work during Hurricane 
Florence. They also included 
flexibility for impacted school 
districts to waive up to 20 days 
of missed school and some elec-
tion relief for impacted voters.

Hurricane Florence dropped 
more than 35 inches of rain in 
parts of North Carolina, making 
it the wettest tropical cyclone 

on record. Communities in east-
ern North Carolina – particular-
ly low income, rural and com-
munities of color – experienced 
devastating impacts, including 
flooding and damage to homes 
and businesses.

Many of those low-lying 
areas were still recovering from 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016, 
which also resulted in cata-
strophic flooding.

“I think Matthew was a 
wake-up call, and if Matthew 
wasn’t a wake-up call, then I 
think Florence was a wake-
up call that we need to work 
smarter,” Harrison said of the 
recovery legislation process.

She would have liked to 
have seen lawmakers address 
flood mitigation and water-flow 
issues – particularly moving 
hog lagoons and coal ash ponds 
away from waterways.

At least 5,500 hogs died 
during Hurricane Florence and 
more than 100 swine waste 
lagoons sustained damage, 
flooded, breached or nearly 
breached since the storm hit 
Sept. 14. Duke Energy has also 
reported at least two coal ash 
basin breaches.

Harrison is concerned about 
the water contamination and 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for our guide to the SAC’s winter arts series!

Swansboro will end collection of debris on Oct. 28, Page 3
Onslow County announces return-to-school plan, Page 7

Residents 

can share 

hurricane 

experience

(See SHOWING, page �)
(See SHOWCASE, page �)

The Swansboro High School March-
ing Pirates will be among the perform-
ers when the school hosts the Onslow 

County Marching Band Showcase on 
Saturday, Oct. 20. (Jennifer Pearce 
photo)

Billy Hiott, left, and Bonnie Hemmerlein, center, are 
pictured discussing Hurricane Florence recovery with 

Linda McMahon, administrator of the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration. (Williams photo) 

National leader pays visit
USSBA’s 

McMahon
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro – still reeling 
from the damage inflicted by 
Hurricane Florence – had a 
notable visitor on Wednesday, 
Oct. 10. And this visitor was 
here to make sure folks know 
that the federal government can 
help, if a business loan would 
help.

Linda McMahon, administra-
tor of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, spent about an 
hour in the town’s historic busi-
ness district. Serving in a cabi-
net-level position, appointed by 
the president, she spoke to busi-
ness owners who experienced 
damage as a result of the storm.

Jack Camp of Atlanta, public 
affairs specialist with the SBA, 
has been working in the area 
following the storm.

Camp is what you might 
call “the boots on the ground” 
when it comes to SBA officials. 
He makes sure property owners 
understand the services provided 
by the SBA.

In the case of disasters, the 
SBA works directly with the 
loan recipient, skipping other 
lending institutions.

“We provide direct loans,” 
he said as he waited for 
McMahon to arrive.  “We work 
hand-in-hand with FEMA.”

The money is available to 
cover uninsured losses, which 
(See REBUILDING, page �)


