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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Ignited interest
EMERALD ISLE

Ü 1B

Wednesday 
Feb. 10

Thursday 
Feb. 11

Friday 
Feb. 12

Saturday 
Feb. 13

Sunday 
Feb. 14

Low 12:58 p.m. 12:46 a.m. 1:34 a.m. 2:20 a.m. 3:04 a.m.
-------- 1:42 p.m. 2:22 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 3:36 p.m.

High 6:29 a.m 7:16 a.m. 8:00 a.m. 8:41 a.m 9:20 a.m

6:48 p.m 7:34 p.m. 8:18 p.m. 9:00 p.m 9:41 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

What are your thoughts 
on the Emerald Isle com-
missioners have proposed 

changes to shorten the 
dates of the beach strand 
driving season, from Sept. 
15 to Oct. 1 and and the 
end date from April 30 to 

March 15?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT

The Carteret County Health 
Department Monday confi rmed 
another county resident has 
died from complications asso-
ciated with COVID-19, bring-
ing the number of COVID-re-
lated deaths in Carteret County 
up to 41.

According to a release, the 
death occurred Jan. 31. The 
resident was in their 80s and 
reportedly had preexisting 
health conditions. To protect 
the family’s privacy, the county 
said no additional information 
about the deceased individual 
will be released.

“The Health Department 
extends our condolences to 
the family and loved ones of 
this resident,” Health Direc-
tor Stephanie Cannon said in 
the county’s release. “We are 
working quickly to get vaccines 
into the community, however, 
the vaccination process will 
take some time before the 
majority of our population is 
vaccinated. So, it is important 
to continue to practice the 
3W’s to lower the chances of 
contracting COVID-19; wear 
masks when around others, 
wait 6 feet apart from others, 
and wash your hands often.”

Meanwhile, health offi cials 
reported Monday 40 addi-
tional COVID-19 cases were 
confi rmed in Carteret County 
since Friday, bringing the total 
to 4,121 documented cases 
since last March. Of those, 
offi cials report 3,895 people 
are considered recovered and 
185 cases are active, 97 fewer 
active cases than was reported 
Friday. 

The number of COVID-
19 patients hospitalized at 
Carteret Health Care in More-
head City ticked up Monday, as 
well, from fi ve to seven.

Residents can learn more 
about the state’s vaccina-
tion distribution plan and fi nd 
which vaccination group they 
fall under at covid19.ncdhhs.
gov/vaccines. 

Carteret County 
confirms 41st 
COVID-19 death 

MOREHEAD CITY

Justin Stein, Wilmington
Clyde Cheek Jr., Swansboro
Charles Pake, Emerald Isle
Clara Gurganus, Morehead City
Cecil Watkins, Harkers Island
Gilbert Mealer Jr., Newport
Robert Shannon, Havelock
Matilda Bunting, Wilmington
James Parsons, Havelock

Carole Salter, Jamestown
Linnis Gregory, Morehead City
Connie Forrest Sr., Newport
Donald Thompson, Morehead City
Richard McLeish, Hubert
Bette Montaperto, Morehead City
Norman Trommer, Atlantic Beach
Patricia Easter, Morehead City
Jennifer Keatts, Newport

See FINANCES Page 4A

See SCHOOLS Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

While there was a 41% overall decrease in 
violent acts on Carteret County school campus-
es in 2019-20, there was an increase in assaults 
and possession of weapons.

According to a state report released Feb. 3, 
Carteret County Schools saw an increase in 
assaults resulting in personal injury, possession 
of a weapon and possession of alcoholic bever-
ages.

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said he was 
concerned about the increases, particularly in 
assaults and possession of weapons.

“Anytime there are acts of violence or when 
there are weapons on our school campuses, it 
is disturbing,” he said Friday. “We are review-
ing each of those cases to ensure preventative 
measures have been put in place to maintain 
safe campuses.”

When releasing the report during the State 
Board of Education meeting in Raleigh, N.C. 
Department of Public Instruction offi cials 
cautioned the overall decline in school violence 
across the state was partially due to campuses 

Report:Decreaseincrimeonschoolcampuses,
increaseinassaults,possessionofweapons

A School Resource Offi cer’s vehicle is parked in 2020 at Croatan High School. A state report released Feb. 3 showed a decrease in reportable crimes in 
county schools in 2019-20 compared to the previous year but an increase in assaults and possession of weapons. (Cheryl Burke photo)

‘It is disturbing’

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

A mid-fi scal-year review 
of the city’s fi nances show the 
coronavirus pandemic has not 
had as signifi cant of an impact 
on the budget as originally 
expected, but offi cials still want 
to plan conservatively for the 
2021-22 fi scal year ahead.

Planning for the current fi scal 
year took place in spring 2020, 
just as the coronavirus pan-
demic was beginning to sweep 
the nation. With so much still 
unknown about the virus and 
its potential effects at that time, 
Morehead City offi cials pro-
jected losing up to $1.4 million 
in sales tax and other revenues 
and took several measures to 

cut back on expenses, including 
laying off 18 employees.

The result of last year’s fi scal 
planning was a $24.1 million 
budget that funded essential 
services and programs and some 
urgent capital needs, but not 
much else. With budget discus-
sions for the 2021-22 fi scal 
year kicking off this month, 
Finance Director Jewel Lasater 
appeared at a Morehead City 
Council workshop Feb. 2 to give 
a budget update as of Dec. 31, 
2020, the midway point of the 
fi scal year.

Ms. Lasater went line-by-
line with the council on bud-
geted and actual revenues and 
expenses up to Dec. 31, with 
numbers for the prior fi scal year 

included for comparison. She 
also prepared an end-of-fi s-
cal-year projection for major 
general fund revenue categories 
based on collections to date. 

The mid-year review shows 
collections on ad valorem 
property taxes, the city’s single 
largest source of income, are 
up about $500,000 compared 
to last year, which Ms. Lasater 
said was expected due to the 
countywide property revalua-
tion that took effect in 2020. In 
addition, she projects collections 
by the end of this fi scal year will 
be about $400,000 above what 
was originally budgeted. If the 
projection pans out, Morehead 
City will collect around $8.35 
million in ad valorem taxes by 

the end of the fi scal year.  
“The collection rate is better 

than we thought it was go-
ing to be,” Ms. Lasater said, 
“but I’m still going to do these 
projections conservatively, I just 
think that’s the right way to do 
revenue.” 

Sales and use taxes, another 
major source of revenue for the 
city, are also trending higher 
than anticipated. Ms. Lasater 
said those could be up nearly $1 
million above what was bud-
geted, around $4.9 million rather 
than $3.9 million.

“Near the end of last fi scal 
year and the fi rst few months of 
this fi scal year, sales and use tax 

Mid-year review finds Morehead City in better 
financial position than expected with pandemic

u Amid pandemic, report shows 
increase in dropouts, decrease in 
suspensions - Page 2

being closed March 16, 2020, and stu-
dents participating in remote learning the 
remainder of the school year. The state 
said the number of reportable crimes 
across all schools decreased by 25.1% 
from 2018-19 to 2019-20.

In Carteret County, there were 42 
criminal acts reported in schools in 2019-
20, compared to 71 in 2018-19.

Dr. Jackson said the decline in overall 
incidents was not only due to the closure of 
school campuses last year, but “...concerted 
efforts to work with students individually 
have also contributed to this decrease.”

The report covers 16 offenses, of which 
nine are considered dangerous and violent. 
Categories range from possession of a 
weapon and possession of a controlled sub-
stance, to more violent categories of assault 
on school personnel and assault resulting in 
serious injury.

In county schools, there were six assaults 
resulting in personal injury, compared to 
three incidents in 2018-19. There were 12 
cases of possession of a weapon during the 
last school year, compared to 11 in 2018-19. 
There was also an increase in occurrences 
of possession of alcoholic beverages, with 
seven incidents in 2019-20 compared to fi ve 
in 2018-19.

Regarding the assaults, Dr. Jackson said, 
“In addition to concerted work on relation-
ship-building with individual students, the 
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