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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Coastal Living

With Breast Cancer month nearing, 
awareness & education kick into high gear, 1B

Sports
‘Bucket’ stays put, Patriots rack up 
33-0 triumph over Mariners, 6A

BEAUFORT

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021 Vol. 110 - No. 76 Published Wednesday and Weekends

TIDES Wednesday, Sept. 22
Low:  3:03 am 3:25 pm
High:  9:12 am  9:31 pm

Sunday, Sept. 26
Low:  5:20 am 6:21 pm
High:  11:51 am     --------

Saturday, Sept. 25
Low:  4:44 am 5:34 pm
High:  11:09 am  11:24 pm

Friday, Sept. 24
Low:  4:10 am 4:50 pm
High:  10:29 am  10:45 pm

Thursday, Sept. 23
Low:  3:37 am 4:07 pm
High:  9:51 am  10:08 pm

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

by the numberscrime in carteret co.

*Number refl ects when an 
actual incident report that was 

taken by the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Department
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PELETIER

See PELETIER Page 2A

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Peletier commissioners voted 
3-2 Monday night to schedule 
a public hearing on whether to 
increase the hours drivers can 
practice at racetracks under the 
town’s Outdoor Entertainment 
Ordinance.

The decision was marred by 
controversy, however, for the 
second month in a row when a 
candidate for town commission 
claimed the vote was improper 
and was asked to leave.

Candidate Tim Quinn said 
he was asked to leave after he 
voiced objections to the vote 
several times.

“(Mayor Dale Sowers) told 

me to leave, and I said, ‘I’m 
not leaving,’” Mr. Quinn said 
in a phone interview. “(The 
mayor) then told (town clerk) 
Bea (Cunningham) to call 
the sheriff’s department and 
recessed the meeting. I just left. 
I was upset.”

The board voted 3-1 during 
its August meeting to amend 
its ordinance and to allow the 
only racetrack in town – Bobby 
Watson’s Carteret County 
Speedway – to increase practice 
time for drivers. However, the 
day after that meeting, Mayor 
Dale Sowers said he’d made a 
mistake and should have speci-
fi ed the vote was whether to 
schedule a public hearing on the 

change for the September meet-
ing, not to immediately amend 
the ordinance.

“I woke up this morning and 
realized I’d made a mistake,” he 
said the day after the meeting in 
August. “I’d meant for it to be a 
vote on a public hearing, but it 
wasn’t. It was my fault.”

As a result, the board voted 
3-2 Sept. 13 to hold a public 
hearing at its October meeting, 
after which it can vote on the 
amendment.

Mr. Quinn said he believed 
according to rules of procedure 
the original vote in August could 
not be reconsidered unless there 
was a motion to do so by some-
one who voted on the prevailing 

side in the previous vote.
That didn’t happen, he said, 

yet Mayor Sowers “dictated that 
the measure be reconsidered.”

Mr. Quinn would not say 
whether he’s for against the ad-
ditional practice hours, but said 
he likes the racetrack because it 
brings business to town. He said 
he wants residents to show up 
for the Monday, Oct. 4 public 
hearing and “get involved.”

Mayor Sowers, who at the 
August meeting strongly op-
posed increasing practice hours 
because of the noise, votes only 
to break ties. On Sept. 15, he 
said the vote was legal because 

peletier mayor, candidate clash over racetrack practice hours
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BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Board of Commis-
sioners narrowly voted Monday evening to 
accept an offer from Carolina Water Service 
of North Carolina to purchase the county-
owned water system for $9.5 million. 

The board voted 4-3 to accept the offer, 
with commissioners Mark Mansfi eld, Robin 
Comer, Jimmy Farrington and Chairperson 
Ed Wheatly in favor and commission-
ers Chris Chadwick, Bob Cavanaugh and 
Chuck Shinn opposed. Mr. Comer made the 
motion, and Mr. Mansfi eld seconded it.

“From what I’ve heard tonight, I don’t 
want to keep kicking this down the road,” 
Mr. Comer said as he introduced his mo-
tion, which came after roughly an hour of 
discussion among the board members on the 
pros and cons of retaining the water system 
as a public utility or selling it to a private, 
for-profi t entity.

The agenda for Monday night included 
an item labeled “Discussion regarding the 
county-owned water system,” but Mr. Man-
sfi eld suggested the board hadn’t necessar-
ily set out to vote on the matter this month.

“I don’t think that was my intent of get-
ting this on the agenda tonight, to have a 
vote, it was to get discussion out there, but 

I guess we’ve been backed into a corner,” 
he said. He did not specify why he felt the 
board was “backed into a corner.”

Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Chadwick 
made a motion for the county to keep the 
water system. Like Mr. Comer, he said he 
didn’t “see a need to keep kicking it down 
the road,” but he ended up in the minority 
position and his motion failed 4-3. 

The board appeared evenly split in 
opinion on the water sale until Mr. Wheatly 
spoke up to declare, after “fl ip-fl opping” 
on the issue several times over the past few 
months, that he was in favor of selling to a 
private company. He cast the deciding vote.

“I’m not just a Beaufort commissioner, 
I’m a county commissioner, and I’ve got to 
look out for the best interests of this whole 
county, the entire county,” he said. “And 
if I’m forced to vote tonight, as I think we 
are going to be, I’m going to vote to sell the 
water system.”

contract negotiations
A contract with Carolina Water has not 

been fi nalized, though county attorney Rob 
Wheatly and assistant manager Gene Fox-
worth said a draft contract has already been 
prepared. The deal must go through several 
more steps, including receiving approval 

from the N.C. Utilities Commission and 
undergoing a due diligence period, before it 
is fi nalized. 

The board of commissioners previously 
decided at its meeting in June to table a 
decision on the offer from Carolina Water 
because a contract hadn’t been fi nalized at 
that point. They did the same thing in July 
upon learning the company had basically 
“reneged” on an initial agreement with the 
county to keep water rates the same for the 
fi rst fi ve years of the contract. 

The matter did not come up in August, 
instead appearing on the agenda again 
Monday.

“We thought we were golden there 
for a couple months, then to fi nd out we 
weren’t,” attorney Wheatly said.

Mr. Shinn said part of the reason he vot-
ed against accepting the offer was because 
of the outstanding contract issue.

“We’ve kicked this thing down the road 
for a couple months anyway until we saw 
the contract, well, I haven’t seen a contract, 
so if we have to vote right now I wouldn’t 
know what exactly I’m voting for,” he said. 
“I would be unable to vote in favor of sell-
ing it.”

Carteret County commissioners approve 
$9.5M offer for water system

See WATER Page 2A
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