
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES AB King Mack winners
The Atlantic Beach King Mackerel 

Saltwater Slam winners weighed in a hefty 
65.78-pound fish.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Margaret Fredeen, Cape Carteret
Marie Knapp, Emerald Isle

Irma White, Newport
Joshua Ely, Greenville

Albert Mezzaroba, Morehead City
Elizabeth Skulstad, Beaufort

Loretta Lawrence, Harkers Island

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Sunday
Sunny

High: 61 
Low: 46

Sunny
High: 69 
Low: 59

Monday

Tuesday
Rainy

High: 73 
Low: 56

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — While 
county farmers lost most 
of their collard crops 
last year to Hurricane 
Florence, residents can 
look forward to bounti-
ful offerings of the local 
favorite this year, espe-

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Carteret County voters 
are reminded Tuesday 
is Election Day for the 
2019 municipal races.

Polls open at 6:30 
a.m. Tuesday at 17 pre-
cincts throughout the 
county and remain open 
until 7:30 p.m. Anyone 
already in line by 7:30 
p.m., even if still wait-
ing, will be able to cast 
a vote. 

This year’s races are 
for municipal seats, 
so those living outside 
a town’s jurisdiction 
can’t vote. Residents in 
Morehead City, Newport, 
Beaufort, Atlantic Beach, 
Emerald Isle, Pine Knoll 
Shores, Indian Beach, 
Cape Carteret, Cedar 
Point, Peletier and 
Bogue should plan to hit 
the polls this week. 

To view candidate 
statements for this year’s 
election, visit carolina-
coastonline.com/elec-
tions/

Voters in Cape 
Carteret will consider a 
referendum question on 
the ballot in addition to 
mayoral and commis-
sion seats this year. The 
question reads “Shall 
the ordinance adopted 
by the Town of Cape 
Carteret on Oct. 8, 2018, 
which would change the 
Town’s form of govern-
ment from the current 
Council-Manager form 
of government (Town 
Manager), to a Mayor-
Council form of govern-
ment, be approved? Yes 
or No.”

The referendum ques-
tion stems from a contro-
versial series of commis-
sion votes in early 2018 
to change the town’s form 
of government and pro-
mote then-Administrator 
Zach Steffey to town 
manager. After another 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Carteret Health Care 
recently announced the 
recruitment and hiring of 
the hospital’s new chief 
executive officer, William 
“Harvey” Case.

Mr. Case will suc-
ceed Dick Brvenik, who 
is retiring 
at the end 
of January 
2 0 2 0 . 
According 
to the 
Thursday 
r e l e a s e 
from the 
hosp i t a l , 
under Mr. 
Brvenik’s 
l e a d e r -
ship, CHC was the only 

Highest court to hear QAR appeal
State judiciary body rules in separate issueBY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
U.S. Supreme Court is set to 
hear an appeal Tuesday by 
a videographer accusing the 
N.C. Department of Natural 
and Cultural Resources and 
the state of North Carolina 
of copyright infringement 
regarding images of the 
Queen Anne’s Revenge.

Meanwhile, the N.C. 

Supreme Court issued a rul-
ing Friday in a second suit 
regarding misuse of QAR 
images.

 Rick Allen, co-owner of 
Nautilus Productions LLC, 
based in Fayetteville, filed 
an appeal with the U.S. 
Supreme Court in January 
to reverse a lower court’s 

decision in July 2018 that 
favored the state. In June, 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed to hear the case.

Oral arguments are 
scheduled for Tuesday in 
Washington, D.C. Nautilus 
Productions LLC is repre-
sented by Derek Shaffer 
and Todd Anten of Quinn 

Emanuel; Susan Freya Olive 
and David McKenzie of 
Olive and Olive, P.A; and 
Joe Poe of the Poe Law 
Firm, PLLC.

Nautilus Productions 
LLC and Mr. Allen origi-
nally filed the lawsuit, Allen 
v. Cooper, Dec. 1, 2015, 
in federal court. Mr. Allen 

contended North Carolina 
pirated footage he had taken 
of Blackbeard’s flagship, 
the Queen Anne’s Revenge. 
Then, the state passed 
“Blackbeard’s Law” to jus-
tify its actions, according to 
Mr. Allen.

Blackbeard’s Law main-
tains that the state has sover-

eign immunity that prevents 
it from being held liable for 
damages.

The state maintains it had 
fair-use rights of the materi-
als, but Mr. Allen filed a 
suit in 2015, claiming use of 
the materials violated fed-
eral copyright law. The state 
also maintains it did not use 
the copyrighted works for 
profit.

cially for Thanksgiving.
“We’ve got the pretti-

est collard crop we’ve had 
in 10 years,” Joe Merrell, 
owner of JW Merrell Farms 
said Wednesday. “We tried 
new things this year to get 
them started.

“I sowed seed about two 
months after Florence hit 
last year. We did six differ-
ent plantings in five fields. 
We’re preparing to plant 
another crop in a few days 
for next year.”

Collard greens, in the 

‘People want to buy local 
to support the community and 

support local farmers.’
— Lisa Pigford, 

produce manager 
at Piggly Wiggly

‘We’ve got the prettiest collard 
crop we’ve had in 10 years. We 
tried new things this year to get 

them started.’
— Joe Merrell, 

owner of JW Merrell Farms

‘They’re beautiful. They’re 
a little late because of the 

weather. Ours will be ready by 
Thanksgiving.’

— Sandra Simpson, 
Simpson Farms in Bettie

FARMERS REPORT BUMPER CROPS

COLLARDS

Joe Merrell, owner of JW Merrell Farms in Beaufort, checks out his bountiful crop of collards Wednesday. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Water droplets rest on collard leaves in one of the fields 
of JW Merrell Farms in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Staple veggie 
soon to grace 

holiday tables

ELECTION 
2019

Inside today:
Find profi les of 
the candidates 
in the Beaufort 

municipal 
election. 

Pages 6-7A

NCGA could pass comprehensive storm recovery bill
BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — State 
lawmakers are in the pro-
cess of considering a bill 
that, if approved, would ear-
mark more than $200 mil-
lion for disaster recovery 
from every major named 
storm since 2016. These 
include hurricanes Matthew, 
Florence, Dorian and 

Tropical Storm Michael. 
Wednesday night, House 

lawmakers passed an 
engrossed version of House 
Bill 1023 to the Senate for 
consideration. An engrossed 
bill means a bill that includes 
various amendments tacked 
on during the voting pro-
cess. Thursday, the Senate 
passed a bill with different 
language and some provi-
sions added or deleted, and 

both chambers appointed a 
committee to work out the 
differences after an adjourn-
ment until Nov. 13.

First filed on Oct. 22, the 
House bill earmarks $280 
million in funding for storm-
related recovery of last 
year’s Hurricane Florence, 
2016’s Hurricane Matthew 
and this year’s Hurricane 
Dorian. 

A bill passed by the state House of Representatives 
last week could provide funds for resilience planning to 
help towns avoid repeats of floods like this one during 
Hurricane Dorian in Atlantic Beach. (Mike Shutak photo)See Storm / Page 5A

See Crops / Page 5A

See QAR / Page 4A

Polls 
to open 
Tuesday

See Polls / Page 4A

Hospital 
declares 
Case its 
new CEO

CASE

North Carolina hospital in 
2019 named in the Top 
100 Rural & Community 
Hospital by iVantage 
Health Analytics. 

In addition, CHC was 
the only hospital in the 
region to earn Top 5% 
for Outstanding Patient 
Experience nationwide 
by Healthgrades in 2018 
and was named one of 
American’s Best Hospitals 
for Orthopedics by the 
Women’s Choice Award 
in 2019. The release also 
states in 2017, CHC was 
recognized as a Most 
Wired Organization, one 
of 13 North Carolina hos-
pitals to receive this rec-
ognition.

“It has been an honor 
to serve as Carteret Health 
Care’s CEO for the last 8½ 
years. I know that Harvey 
will continue Carteret 
Health Care’s commit-
ment to providing the best 
health care possible to our 
community while provid-
ing efficient and effective 

See CEO / Page 4A
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