
Rain is possible both 
days with high tempera-
tures in the low-60s and 
lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ayla  
Vega-Nunez, who is 
a student in Elizabeth 
Schrecengost’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point cleanup underway

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow Memorial offers monoclonal, Page 3

Town commission questions meeting, Page 5

Sand Ridge pupils discuss the fall, Page 10

Campaign tents obscure the Rotary Civic Center – the 
Swansboro Polling Place – on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
as candidates and their supporters line up to greet Swans-
boro residents heading to the polls to choose a mayor and 
three commissioners. At left is Scott Chadwick, working the 

lane with Jeffrey Conaway, candidate for commissioner. Just 
up the lane is Jennifer Davis, campaigning for her husband 
John Davis, candidate for mayor. Tideland News will post 
tonight’s results on the newspaper’s website, tidelandnews.
com. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Last day to campaign

Commentary

Consumer 

response 

often drives 

inflation
By Dave Kaplan

We look out at a beauti-
ful day, sunny, warm and 
with just the right amount 
of breeze. It seems like 
a day to be enjoyed for 
its tranquility and beauty. 
Accordingly, it is both 
interesting and jarring to 
bring up a subject that has 
caused huge numbers of 
people much anguish: infla-
tion.

The mere mention of 
the word strikes fear into 
the hearts of many. There 
have been many times in 
U.S. history when this has 
caused much destruction 
and anxiety from the rav-
ages of this economic killer. 
The U. S. has been rela-
tively free of rapid inflation 
for approximately 40 years. 
The last serious bout with 
inflation occurred around 
1980; it was successfully 
dealt with under the leader-

ship of Paul Volker, who 
was then chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board. In 
the years since then, prices 
have increased at a very 
moderate pace. That means 
low single-digit percent-
age increases in consumer 
prices.

That changed this 
spring, when consumer 
prices started to increase 
more rapidly. It is impor-
tant to remember one of 
Volker’s greatest achieve-
ments was to break the 
back of inflation. In order 
to do so, he drove interest 
rates to astronomical highs 
– 21-1/2 percent – and the 
country experienced several 
recessions.

Various columnists in 
the Wall Street Journal 
comment on the greater 
attention now being paid 
to inflation by financial 

TDA considers 

project funding

The TDA declined to provide 
funding for the parks and recre-

ation’s Swansboro festivals bud-
get. (Pete Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Tourism Development 
Authority, in a meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
21, decided funding requests from vari-
ous entities.

The special meeting, which took place 
virtually utilizing the Zoom platform, had 

been postponed from a week earlier.
For now, it is unclear if the TDA, 

which distributes funds collected through 
the town’s occupancy tax, will have a 
presence in the upcoming Swansboro 
Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor 

(See INFLATION, page �)
(See REQUEST, page �)

SHA 

meeting 

slated
The Swansboro 

Historical Association 
will feature a slideshow 
program at its November 
2021 Membership 
Meeting.

“Geography and the 
Tuscarora War” will 
be the topic of the pro-
gram, presented by Dr. 
David LaVere, UNC-W 
history professor, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

The meeting, which 
begins at 7:30 p.m., 
will take place in-per-
son at the Swansboro 
Assembly Hall at 502 
Church St., as well as 
online at the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center 
Facebook Page.

“The Swansboro 
Historical Association 
is delighted to have the 
author of ‘The Tuscarora 
War,’ David LaVere, to 
welcome you back to our 
popular quarterly in-per-
son programs,” accord-
ing to a press release 
from the association.

LaVere, a former 
Marine infantryman, is 
an ethno-historian whose 
specialty is American 
Indian history.

Attendees will be 
gently encouraged to 
join or renew SHA mem-
bership.

Seating will be lim-
ited and masks required. 
Visit swansborohistoric-
site.org to register.
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By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners are being 
asked to consider ways to strength-
en rules that protect the Swansboro 
Historic District.

A threat to the town’s district, 
much of which is recognized by 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, has emerged over the years. 
The threat is the demolition of 
historic structures. As homes are 
lost to demolition, the district is at 
risk of being downgraded by the 
National Register, and that could 
affect all the owners of historic 
structures.

In a joint meeting of 

the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners and the Swansboro 
Historic Preservation Commission 
on Sept. 21, town officials dis-
cussed ways to encourage and 
ensure renovation over demolition.

Mayor John Davis opened the 
meeting, which took place virtually 
utilizing the Zoom platform.

Davis said he had been in 
contact with Patrick Larkin, chair-
man of the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission, about 
considering changes to the town’s 
Unified Development Ordinance 
that could provide protections to 
historic structures.

“I thought there was an agree-

ment on some urgency,” Davis 
said.

Davis mentioned that he had 
also been on contact with John 
Wood, preservation and restoration 
specialist with the State Historic 
Preservation Office.

“There is some action that 
we can take to help,” Davis said. 
He said enforcement could be 
improved, and action is needed. “In 
the last three years we have lost 
two structures, and that hurts.”

Wood, who joined the virtual 
meeting, said that the town could 
consider enacting an ordinance that 
limits “demolition by neglect.”

“Demolition by neglect (is) one 

of tools that can be used,” Wood 
said.

For example, the owner of a 
historic home might allow the 
building the simply deteriorate to 
the point that it cannot be saved. It 
is a method that has been employed 
by some property owners who 
prefer to replace or remove rather 
than renovate. Swansboro could 
consider an ordinance that would 
force the homeowner to maintain 
the structure.

On a question from 
Commissioner Frank Tursi, Wood 
said that as historic structures are 

(See PANELS, page �)

Town hopes to save district
Loss of historic status feared as homes deteriorate
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