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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Oct. 19
Low:  9:30 am 10:39 pm
High:  3:39 am  4:05 pm

Sunday, Oct. 23
Low:  12:30 am 12:53 pm
High:  6:40 am  6:57 pm

Saturday, Oct. 22
Low:  ------- 12:09 pm
High:  6:01 am  6:18 pm

Friday, Oct. 21
Low:  11:22 am 11:55 pm
High:  5:19 am  5:38 pm

Thursday, Oct. 20
Low:  10:30 am 11:19 pm
High:  4:33 am  4:54 pm
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ATLANTIC BEACH

MOREHEAD CITY

See REWARD Page 2A

by the numbers2023 best colleges & universities in u.s.
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1) duke university
2) unc-chapel hill

top 10 colleges & universities in n.c.

3) davidson college
4) nc state university
5) unc-wilmington
6) meredith college
7) queens university
8) salem college
9) elon university
8) catawba college

1) cal. tech
2) mIt

top 5 schools instudent-faculty ratio

3) carnegIe-mellon
4) princeton
5) stanford

1) central florida
2) cal state poly

bottom 5 schools instudent-faculty ratio

3) georgia state
4) southeastern
5) san diego state

1) rice university
2) georgia tech

top 5 colleges & universities in south

3) duke
4) vanderbilt
5) florida

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Recent renovations to the Carteret Com-
munity College Basic Law Enforcement 
Training building and fi ring range are wel-
come improvements for county law enforce-
ment agencies and students, according to 
Amy Snider-Wells, head of the college’s 
BLET and criminal justice programs.

“All of the police chiefs have shared 
how much they appreciate the upgrades and 
renovations,” she said during the CCC Board 
of Trustees meeting Oct. 12 in the Historic 
Camp Glenn Building. “We’re here to sup-
port law enforcement and public safety.”

Following the meeting, trustees toured the 
newly renovated BLET facility. Renovations 
include improved classroom space, a com-
mon kitchen and small dining area, a female 
locker room, new lockers for male cadets, a 
mat room for training and updated offi ces.

There’s also a plan to provide updated 
training equipment. Plus, the college’s hor-
ticulture students will soon be landscaping 
around the building.

Estimated cost of the BLET renovations 
was $349,000, of which the bulk came 
through county funds.

“The county has been very helpful with 
the BLET renovations,” CCC President Dr. 
Tracy Mancini said.

Snider-Wells thanked all those who made 
the renovations a reality.

“Thank you. We couldn’t do any of this 
without your support,” Snider-Wells said.

Dr. Mancini said she hoped the renova-
tions would show the college’s support for 
law enforcement and public safety in the 
county.

“These are our fi rst-responders, and we 
need to treat them with dignity,” Dr. Mancini 
said.

Morehead City Police Chief Bryan Dixon, 
who is also an adjunct law enforcement in-
structor at CCC and Craven Community Col-
lege, joined trustees for part of their tour. He 
agreed the improvements were much needed 
and welcomed by fi rst-responders.

“I went through BLET training here in 
1999,” he said. “The changes we’re getting 
are great.”

He further told trustees about state-of-the 
art simulator equipment for law enforcement 
training being used at Craven Community 
College.

“That’s one reason I also teach at Craven,” 

CCC Basic Law Enforcement Training facility 
improvements a welcome boost for agencies, students

he said. “We need that simulation training 
for our offi cers. We need those split-second 
decision-making skills.”

CCC Trustee Catherine Parker said she 
was interested in pursuing getting a simula-
tor for CCC.

“I’d like to add to our wish list to have 
a simulator here,” she said. “I want to keep 
that on our agenda.”

Chief Dixon estimated the cost of a simu-
lator at about $100,000.

Another suggestion Chief Dixon had was 
the need for a drive track where offi cers can 
train in vehicles.

During the regular meeting, Parker said 
she was glad that the college was helping 
county law enforcement feel appreciated.

“I’m so glad law enforcement in our 
county feel appreciated. With the climate 
across the nation, we have a lot to be proud 
of as a county,” she said.

CCC trustee Robin Comer, also a county 
commissioner, asked if the college was 
looking at adding telecommunication 
training to the BLET program. Comer said 
despite raising salaries and other efforts, the 
county is having a hard time retaining 911 
telecommunicators.

Dr. Mancini said Perry Harker, CCC 
vice president of corporate and commu-
nity education, has been discussing ideas 

with County Emergency Services Director 
Stephen Rae, including offering a job fair to 
showcase various public safety careers.

Snider-Wells said there are many other 
public safety careers available besides being 
patrol offi cers.

“During our BLET class, we take offi cers 
to the 911 center so they can see what is 
happening. This is an avenue of public 
safety other than being an offi cer. We need 
people in public records, and we need 
people in communications,” she said.

Trustee Wrenn Johnson, a retired More-
head City police chief, agreed it was critical 
to address the shortage of 911 telecommu-
nicators.

“We have a 70% to 80% turnover rate in 
the 911 center, and that is horrendous,” she 
said. Trustee Rosa Langston agreed the col-
lege should highlight other careers available 
in law enforcement.

“There are many career opportunities in 
law enforcement,” she said.

In addition to renovations to the BLET 
building, the college has also made im-
provements to its fi ring range in Newport, 
which is used by BLET students and law 
enforcement agencies. This has included 
tearing down a dilapidated tower, improv-
ing earthen berm where targets are set up, 
improving roads into the range.

EARLY V TING
THURSDAY,OCT.20

BEGINS

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

The reward has increased 
concerning the fatal stabbing of 
a 65-year-old Apex man who 
was murdered at Atlantic Beach 
while preparing for a fi shing 
trip.

Police Chief Jeff Harvey was 
joined by SBI investigators and 

town offi cials Monday, Oct. 17 
as they announced a $30,000 
reward for information leading 
to the arrest of suspects wanted 
for the murder of Randy Miller.

While details remain slim 
due to the ongoing nature of 
the investigation, Chief Harvey 
discussed a few developments 
concerning the fatal stabbing of 

Miller.
“We are now confi dent that 

the vehicle used by the suspects 
is a four-door silver color Infi n-
ity,” Harvey said. “We have 
also sent all physical evidence 
from the scene, from the victim 
and from a vehicle breaking in 
the area, to the State Bureau 
Investigations Forensics lab for 

analysis.”
Police previously said they 

responded to the call at 5:45 
a.m. Aug. 29 at the 307c unit 
of a triplex on West Atlantic 
Boulevard.

When offi cers arrived, they 
found Miller lying in the drive-
way with neighbors and friends 

police offer $30,000 reward in atlantic beach murder

 

Carteret Community College Basic Law Enforcement Training students practice arrest skills during a 
class Oct. 12 in the newly renovated BLET building. (Cheryl Burke photo)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=d2bc57eb-4e4e-5b2c-af0e-f8c824159776

