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NEWS-TIMES Marlins back on a roll
The Marlins are rolling again, having 

won eight of their last nine games.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Nora Shook, Beaufort

Cristino Vega, Sea Level
Richard Groben, Morehead City

Wilma Goodwyn, Newport
Luther Yeomans Jr., Harkers Island

Katherine Rice, Whitakers

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — The 
town is making progress 
toward opening to the pub-
lic a 56-acre tract it bought 
earlier this year along the 
White Oak River for use as 
a natural area and passive 
recreation park.

During the town board 
of commissioners’ monthly 
meeting Tuesday night in 
town hall off Sherwood 
Avenue, Town Administrator 
Chris Seaberg said a local 
contractor, Bogue Sound 
Septic and Grading, has 

begun work to remove 
downed trees and damaged, 
dangling branches from the 
heavily wooded future park. 
In addition, the town is in the 
process of putting up small 
metal directional signs on 
three hiking trails that wind 
through the property.

Speaking during the 
commission meeting, 
Public Works Director Don 
Redfearn thanked a local 
business, Carteret Heating 
and Air, for helping make 
the signs at no cost to the 
town. They’re being affixed 
to trees along the paths, 

which existed before the 
town bought the land for 
$2.8 million in April.

The purchase was funded 
through a successful $2.5 
million bond referendum 
last November and the sub-
sequent bond sale.

Until Hurricane Florence 
hit the area last September, 
the trails had been in good 
shape and the town envi-
sioned them being open to 
the public soon. But the cur-
rent target date, Mr. Seaberg 
said Wednesday after the 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The annual Stuff the Bus 
school supply drive will be 
Friday through Sunday, Aug. 
4, and community members 
are urged to donate items 
to be distributed to students 
with financial needs.

Volunteers are also need-
ed to assist with the event. 
They will collect items at 
Staples and Walmart in 
Morehead City. The collec-
tion times will be 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
and 1-6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 
4.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — More than 10 
months after Hurricane Florence caused 
widespread damage to homes, businesses and 
hotels throughout Carteret County, contrac-
tors to carry out 
the repairs are 
still stretched 
thin. 

The problem 
primarily stems 
from the fact 
there simply 
aren’t enough 
skilled work-
ers in the area 
to carry out the 
large volume of 
repairs neces-
sary after last 
September ’s 
storm, accord-
ing to Carteret 
C o u n t y 
E c o n o m i c 
Development 
Director Don 
Kirkman. 

“This is 
a challenge 
across the board 
for both the residential and commercial side, 
and it is still ongoing today,” he said. “…It’s 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
State fisheries managers have 
released a new overview of 
commercially important fish 
stocks, and a commercial 
fishing advocacy group and 
the state branch of a recre-
ational fishing conservation 
nonprofit seem supportive of 
its results.  

The N.C. Division of 

Marine Fisheries released its 
2018 fisheries stock overview 
Monday. According to the 
DMF website portal.ncdenr.
org/web/mf/sso-archives, 
the data is used to priori-
tize development of fishery 
management plans and sub-
sequent plan amendments. 

One highlight of the over-
view is a finding that, accord-
ing to the most recent stock 
assessment completed earlier 

this year, the southern floun-
der stock is overfished, mean-
ing its stock has dropped 
below a certain threshold 
and is undergoing overfish-
ing, which means the fishing 
effort is more than the spawn-
ing stock can sustain. 

As a result, fisher-
ies managers are work-
ing on Amendment 2 to 
the Southern Flounder 
Fishery Management 

Plan. This amendment, if 
the N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission adopts it at 
its meeting Wednesday 
through Friday, Aug. 21-23 
in Raleigh, would implement 
measures to reduce both the 
commercial and recreational 
harvest by 62-72%. 

According to division sta-
tistics, commercial watermen 
landed about 903,000 pounds 

DMF: southern fl ounder ‘overfi shed’
Harvest cuts in works following release of new report

Fishermen are overfishing southern flounder 
according to state fisheries managers, who are 
proposing a large reduction in the harvest. (N.C. 
Division of Marine Fisheries photo)See Flounder / Page 5A

Contractor 
shortage 
continues
Residents, businesses 
struggle to find workers 
months after Florence

‘It’s a huge prob-
lem still. Many 
businesses are 
unable to reopen … 
Finding someone 
to do the work can 
be the difference 
between reopening 
and not.’

— Don Kirkman
Carteret County 

Economic 
Development 

Director

just very difficult to find workers, it’s been 
tough on everyone.”

Mr. Kirkman said there was a labor short-
age in the county even before Florence, 
particularly in the construction trades, but the 
aftermath of the hurricane helped highlight 
the problem. 

Jerry Jones, owner of GA Jones 
Construction and mayor of Morehead City, 
agreed with Mr. Kirkman’s assessment about 

See Shortage / Page 5A

Organizers call for donations, volunteers

Janice Conley of Cedar Point donates school supplies at Walmart during last year’s Stuff the Bus school supply drive 
for needy children. School supplies will be collected this year Friday through Sunday, Aug. 4 at Staples and Walmart in 
Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

A vol-
unteer 

loads sup-
plies in a 
shopping 

cart at 
Staples in 
Morehead 

City dur-
ing last 

year’s 
Stuff 

the Bus 
event. 

(Cheryl 
Burke 
photo)

Stuff the Bus 
scheduled

See Bus / Page 4A

FOWLER

TRUAX

Mayor, commissioner prepare 
to step down in Cape Carteret

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — With 
a potentially pivotal election 
approaching after a sometimes 
tumultuous couple of years in 
town, two elected officials – Mayor 
Dave Fowler and Commissioner 
Minnie Truax – chose not to seek 
reelection when voters head to 
the polls Tuesday, Nov. 5.

In interviews Thursday, both 
said they are leaving office after 
long careers in public service. 

But they also said they’re con-
vinced the town is in good shape, 
better than at any time in recent 
years, and with a bright future 
likely if visions set in the past 
few years are enabled to come to 
fruition.

Ms. Truax, who is complet-
ing her sixth year on the board 
– one two-year term and one 
four-year – said she decided to 
step down in part because she’s 
been involved in government 

Town hopes to open trails in fall

See Down / Page 5A See Trails / Page 4A
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