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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
high temperatures in the 
low-50s and lows in the 
mid-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
John Leach, who is a 
student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Western Carteret’s year in review 

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro among top-25 of the coolest places to visit in America, Page 2

Appalachian Trail series continues with a look at walking sticks, Page 5

Swansboro High cross country teams log second-place finishes, Page 7

An Executive Order signed by Gov. Roy Cooper has au-
thorized the North Carolina ABC Commission to permit the 
delivery or carryout of mixed beverages as an alternative to 
onsite consumption. Randy Swanson, owner of the Boro in 
Swansboro was in a unique position to take advantage of 
the new rules. “It just so happens, I got a canning machine 
in The Boro a few weeks back for our 12 craft drafts, 11 
made by North Carolina breweries, so our guests can enjoy 

them at home. I now offer canned cocktails to go!” he said. 
In the photo at left, Ryan Swanson, Boro manager, mixes a 
drink as usual. With the drink poured into the can, he places 
the can in the machine, which seals on a lid. Under the new 
rules, once the customer is home, the top gets popped and 
the drink can be poured, photo at right. “The machine seals 
the contents like a soda can,” Randy Swanson said. (Pete 
Rulon photos)

Cocktails to go

Commentary

Remarkable 

delay recalled

as USPS works 

through 

strange times
By Barry Fetzer

Many of us had delays 
this past Christmas season 
in receiving letters and 
packages. A warning ban-
ner on the US Post Service 
tracking website explains 
why, “Unprecedented vol-
ume increases and limited 
employee availability due 
to the impacts of COVID-
19. We appreciate your 
patience.”

I’ll second that. We 
all should be more patient 
about “grains of sand on the 
beach” like mail delivery. 
There clearly are far more 
important things in life to 
worry about. Especially 
during a pandemic. And, 
anyway, this is the season 
we’re supposed to focus on 
gratitude for what we DO 
have.

Still, I mailed a package 
from the Stella Post Office 
on Dec. 8 that has yet to 
be delivered to my kids as 
of writing this column on 
New Year’s Eve. The pack-
age stopped being tracked 
by the Post Office on Dec. 
20. And we received from 
Ohio a simple, First Class 
Christmas card on the day 
after Christmas … post-
marked on Dec. 12.

But I understand delays. 
Stuff happens. Packages get 
misplaced. COVID is real 
and is impacting employ-
ees. No one is perfect. It 
isn’t my intent to disparage 
the Post Office, a vital orga-
nization served by many 
fine people.

Ah, but those Christmas 
season instances of Post 

Tideland Trail 

smooth walking

The Tideland National Rec-
reation Trail in Cedar Point fea-

tures several bridges crossing the 
marsh. (Zack Nally photo)

By Zack Nally

Cold temperatures are now the norm 
with winter upon us, but that doesn’t 
mean the trails of Swansboro and its sur-
rounding communities have lost their 
value.

One of those trails, the Tideland 
National Recreation Trail in Cedar Point, 

is an easy, pleasant loop that starts and 
finishes at the parking lot adjacent to the 
Cedar Point Campground.

The trail itself is fairly wide and even, 
made up of tamped-down gravel and dirt 
and is well maintained. The walkway is 
free of roots and impressively bump-free, 

(See LOST, page �)
(See SMOOTH, page �)

County 

following 

vaccine 

direction
Onslow County 

has begun scheduling 
COVID-19 vaccines for 
citizens.

Victoria Reyes, com-
munity relations officer 
for the Onslow County 
Health Department, said 
the county is following 
the state’s direction.

Only a small amount 
has been made avail-
able in the county at 
this time, she said in 
an email discussing the 
potential distribution, so 
scheduling is limited.

“As more vaccine 
becomes available, phy-
sicians will be able to 
provide,” Reyes said. “I 
just don’t have a time-
line for that.”

While the county 
will follow the state’s 
guidelines for provid-
ing the vaccine to folks 
in the various groups, 
Reyes said she is unsure 
how the notification pro-
cess will play out. She 
referred to that aspect of 
the vaccine rollout as “a 
work in progress.”

“The state’s regis-
tration website CVMS 
would be available for 
… individuals to register 
online when it is their 
time,” Reyes said. And, 
she added, the Citizens 
Phone Bank – (910) 989-
5027 – is available for 
assistance with registra-
tion, at least initially.

“Things continue to 
be ever-changing and the 
Onslow County Health 
Department continues to 
manage the changes as 
they come,” Reyes said.

Hospital-Medicare at odds
Naval Medical Center unable to file Medicare

By Jimmy Williams

Janet and Jerry Theriault 
moved to the area about 20 years 
ago. They were introduced to 
Swansboro and Onslow County 
by way of their son, who spent 23 
years in the U.S. Marine Corps.

The couple is retired and they 
live on their Social Security ben-
efits.

Like a lot of folks who live in 
the Swansboro community, they’ve 
utilized both Onslow Memorial 
Hospital and Carteret Health Care 
over the years. In early 2020, 
they were introduced to the Naval 
Medical Center Camp Lejeune. It 
has been an unpleasant, and possi-

bly costly, experience for them.
The ordeal began on Jan. 22, 

2020, when Janet went to visit her 
insurance adjuster to talk about 
the couple’s homeowner’s claims 
and coverage in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Florence.

Janet said she had just sat down 
to speak with an agent and she 
attempted to pull her chair for-
ward. As she did, it went over and 
pitched her onto the floor.

“I didn’t have anything to hold 
onto, and hit my head.” Although 
she maintained consciousness, 
Janet said she was stunned. “I 
didn’t want to move, so they called 
an ambulance.”

The Onslow County EMS crew 

took her to the Naval Medical 
Center Camp Lejeune.

Janet said she was surprised by 
the destination.

“The ambulance took me to the 
Naval Hospital,” she said. “I didn’t 
want to go there.”

She was treated at the hospital’s 
trauma center for about 4 or 5 
hours and released, she said. On 
her exit, when she presented her 
Medicare in order to cover her 
bill, she said she was told, “‘You 
are going to have to bill your own 
insurance.’”

She didn’t hear anything after 
that from the Naval Hospital until 
June 3, with the balance due July 7, 
when she received a bill for $1,616. (See PATIENTS, page �)

She did say she was surprised to 
see that a large portion of the bill 
was for lab work to determine if 

‘The ambulance 

took me to the 

Naval Hospital. I 

didn’t want to go 

there.’
Janet Theriault


