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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Feb. 8
Low:  2:49 am 3:26 pm
High:  9:07 am  9:26 pm

Sunday, Feb.12
Low:  5:48 am 5:46 pm
High:  11:39 am  -------

Saturday, Feb. 11
Low:  4:55 am 5:04 pm
High:  10:54 am  11:29 pm

Friday, Feb. 10
Low:  4:09 am 4:28 pm
High:  10:15 am  10:43 pm

Thursday, Feb. 9
Low:  3:28 am 3:56 pm
High:  9:40 am  10:03 pm

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023 Vol. 112 - No. 12 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Coastal Living
ART FROM THE HEART: Show set in old 
Kmart building Feb. 11-25 will feature 
work from children and adults, 1B

Sports
West Carteret honors boys assistant 
coach Lancaster for 25 years of ser-
vice with basketball program, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

PELETIER

MOREHEAD CITY

peletier commissioners accept overby’s resignation

See PELETIER Page 2A

See FESTIVAL Page 2A

by the numbersstates & federal funding
1) california

 $436.10b
2) texas

$269.00b

states with highest total amount of federal funding

3) florida
$237.70b

4) new york
$220.60b

5) pennsylvania
$155.80b

6) illinois
$131.80b

7) ohio
$125.70b

8) north carolina
$113.10b

9) michigan
$105.10b

10) maryland
$105.10b

1) virginia
 $1.77b

2) wyoming
$7.10b

states with lowest total amount of federal funding

3) north dakota
$7.90b

4) vermont
$8.00b

5) south dakota
$8.90b

6) delaware
$11.50b

7) montana
$12.20b

8) rhode island
$12.60b

9) alaska
$13.00b

10) new hampshire
$15.00b

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

At the suggestion of Mayor 
Dale Sowers, Peletier commis-
sioners Monday night agreed to 
wait until next month to pick a 
replacement for Steven Overby 
who resigned from the board 

Board will pick 
replacement in March

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

Sweet tooths and chocolate enthusiasts 
had a treat this weekend at the 20th annual 
Chocolate Festival at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center in Morehead City.

The festival attracted more than 5,000 
visitors who were eager to be part of the 
delicious celebration, according to event 
coordinator Judy Hailey.

“The outpouring this year has been just 
great,” Hailey said. “Normally we have to 
go hunt and recruit bakers and vendors, but 
this year they just came automatically.”

Hailey attributed the large turnout to an 
increased push on social media, along with 
several days of rainy weather that spurred 
people who were eager to get outside when 
it cleared.

The festival featured a cake auction, a 
50/50 raffl e, door prizes and several choco-
late-themed activities.

One of the highlights of the festival was 
the hourly pudding eating contest, where 
participants of all ages raced each other to 
clean their plate of pudding without using 
their hands.

On Sunday, members of the military and 
their families were invited to attend free of 
charge.

Visitors had ample opportunity to browse 
and purchase delectable treats from local 
chocolatiers and confectioners while indulg-
ing in a variety of chocolate-infused dishes 
from food vendors.

Jan. 12, less than one month into 
the second year of his fi rst four-
year term.

The board met in its monthly 
session in the town hall off 
Highway 58 and accepted 
Overby’s resignation by a 4-0 
vote.

Mayor Sowers suggested 
the board members come to the 

March 13 meeting prepared to 
make nominations for people to 
replace Overby, who in No-
vember 2021 led the election 
ticket with 112 votes. When he 
resigned, he cited frustration that 
changes he sought to bring to the 
fast-growing western Carteret 
County town had been stymied 
by those with whom he had 

served and by lack of involve-
ment by a suffi cient number of 
residents.

Monday night, Mayor Sow-
ers said that as when the board 
last year picked former mayor 
Walter Vinson to replace Walter 
Krause – who had resigned for 
health reasons – those 

SWEEEEEET!
Annual Chocolate Festival held in Morehead City

Participants smile after fi nishing a chocolate pudding race Sunday at the Chocolate Festival. Races 
were held every hour on stage Feb. 4 and 5.

From artisanal truffl es to cocoa-based 
cracker dips, there was something for every-
one to try.

Attendees Joe and Sheri Fountain of Hu-

The Crystal Coast Civic Center was packed Saturday, Feb. 5 for the 20th annual Chocolate Festival as 
thousands of people showed up to satisfy their sweet tooth.

bert explained the festival is something they 
look forward to every year.

“Mainly we come here for the chocolate-
covered bacon, but my wife also has this 
thing for the wine slushie,” Joe Fountain 
said. “The kids are also enjoying it, minus 
the pudding eating contest. We couldn’t get 
them to get on stage.”

Mary Roundtree, owner of That’s Good 
Chocolate! travelled several hours from the 
Raleigh area with friends and family to set 
up her booth at the festival.

After retiring as a nurse at an early age 
because of a heart condition, Roundtree took 
up making chocolate treats with encourage-
ment from her children.

“We have some different things, regular 
pecan toffee, spiced latte toffee, straw-
berry toffee, banana pudding toffee, milk 
chocolate rocky road, dark chocolate rocky 
road, pecan turtles and chocolate cake,” 
Roundtree said. “So far it’s going well. It 
takes a couple weeks to prepare, and we 
were exhausted last night.”

Another vendor, veteran dessert-maker 
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