
Published Wednesday  
and Weekends

75¢

Coastal Living
Wings of Transformation - The Butterfly 
Gardens, 1B

Sports
Marlins finish first-half play entrenched 
in second place, 6B

Opinion
Biden’s big mistake on the 
infrastructure deal, 8A

Saturday/Sunday, July 3/4, 2021

Vol. 110 - No. 53

CARTERET COUNTY

See PROJECTS Page 2A

BROAD CREEK

See SUMMER Page 2A

road sections with poor safety  performance & rating
A look at the NC 24 corridor from  
Morehead City to Cedar Point
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nc 24  near hibbs rd.
u A stretch on NC 24 from Beauna Vista Rd. 
to Hibbs Rd.
u Rated 77.8 (out of 100 with 1 being 
safe and 100 being unsafe)

nc 24  near nine mile rd.
u A stretch on NC 24 from Cagle Rd. to Broad 
Creek Loop Rd.
u Rated 77.8 (out of 100 with 1 being 
safe and 100 being unsafe)
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nc 24  near bogue loop rd.
u A stretch on NC 24 from Red Barn Rd. to 
just past Bogue Loop Rd.
u Rated 77.8 (out of 100 with 1 being 
safe and 100 being unsafe)

Bogue Loop Rd.

Red Barn Rd.
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nc 24  near taylor notion rd.
u A stretch on NC 24 from near W.Hilltop Rd.  
to just past Taylor Notion Rd.
u Rated 66.7 (out of 100 with 1 being 
safe and 100 being unsafe)
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nc 24  near royal oak rd.
u A stretch on NC 24 from near Yaupon Rd.   
past Golfin Dolphin Rd. to Royal Oak Rd.
u Rated 66.7 (out of 100 with 1 being 
safe and 100 being unsafe)
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Golfin Dolphin Rd. Yaupon Rd.

Section Safety Scoring
Section Scoring: Points for highway section projects are 
scored based on three components: 1) Class Density Ratio 
– The crash density of the study area versus the average 
crash density of similar facilities; 2) Severity Index; and 
3) Critical Crash Rate Ratio – The actual crash rate for 
the study area versus the critical crash rate.  The point 
breakdown for each component is shown in the table 
below.  The points from the three safety score components 
are added, and then the sum is divided by three.  The 
project areas with the higher scores are considered to 
have the poorer highway safety performance.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Officials with the N.C. Department of 
Transportation recently announced engineers 
have resumed planning and design work on 
several projects previously on hold because 
of department-wide funding issues.

But changing cost estimates could con-
tinue to push back the timelines of some of 
those efforts.

Len White, NCDOT Division 2 planning 
engineer, shared the project updates during 
a Carteret County Transportation Commit-
tee meeting held via Zoom June 16. He said 
three major Carteret County projects that 
were originally paused near the onset the 
coronavirus pandemic more than a year ago 
have resumed.

According to Mr. White, work has picked 
back up on a project to widen Arendell 
Street from around 4th Street to Radio Island 
from two lanes to four. That project, which 
is still in the earliest preliminary engineering 
stages of development, involves the compli-
cated task of widening the high-rise bridge 
over the Newport River. It is expected to 
cost more than $120 million and is currently 
scheduled to begin construction in fiscal year 
2027. 

Next, Mr. White shared work has resumed 
on an intersection improvement project for 
the highway 58/24 intersection in Cedar 

NCDOT resumes work on several 
County area transportation projects

on schedule

Point. It aims to reduce congestion at the 
busy intersection by building additional 
dedicated right turn lanes, with construction 
slated to begin in 2025 at a cost around $6.2 

million.

Finally, Mr. White said a roughly  

Traffic sits bumper-to-bumper in this file photo of the high-rise Newport River bridge connecting 
Morehead City to Radio Island. N.C. Department of Transportation officials recently announced 
preliminary engineering work has resumed on a project to expand the bridge from two lanes to four. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Catherine Truitt said she supports 
giving local school boards the authority to 
decide if students and teachers should wear 
masks for the 2021-22 academic year.

“I think mask requirements should be a 
matter of local control,” she said Thursday 
during a tour of summer school programs at 
three county schools. “If a community has 
a low enough (COVID-19) positivity rate, 
they should be able to make that decision.”

The Carteret County Board of Education, 

during a special meeting Monday, began the 
process of revising its local safety policy to 
eliminate the mandatory mask requirement 
for students and teachers while in school. 
The requirement is currently mandated by 
the N.C. Department of Health and Human 
Services and by an executive order from 
Gov. Roy Cooper.

In addition, Senate Bill 173, “Free the 
Smiles Act,” passed the House June 23 
and has been referred to the Senate. The 
act would give local authority to boards of 
education to determine if students and staff 
should wear face coverings.

If the bill becomes law, County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said the 
board would hold a special meeting to de-
cide the matter for 2021-22.

County Board of Education member 
Kathryn Chadwick said Thursday she was 
glad to know Ms. Truitt endorses giving 
control to local boards to make that  

State superintendent endorses local control of mask 
requirements during county summer school tour

summer job
“

”
I go when I’m invited, and dr. jackson invited me to come and see what’s happening in carteret county. I couldn’t be happier with what I’m seeing in this summer learn-ing program. this is a tribute to the dedication of our teachers and staff. this has been a hard year and the fact that they are here and excited says a lot.”

- state superintendent of public Instruction catherine truitt

State Superintendent Catherine Truitt, left, talks with Broad Creek Middle School art teacher Melissa Hogan as rising 
eighth-grader Jacob Holloman works on an art project. Ms. Truitt toured summer programs at three county schools  
Thursday. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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