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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with high 
temperatures in the 
low-80s and lows in the 
upper-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
MiraBella Ferraez, who 
is a student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point-DOT negotiating sale

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for a tribute to the Swansboro High School Class of 2021

Read the ninth and final chapter of the Appalachian Trail series, Page 5

Several boats receive big payouts at the Memorial Day tourney, Page 8

Humphrey Farm 
of Hubert hosted a 
carnival on Saturday, 
May 29, complete with 
rides for the young 
“thrill-seekers.” In up-
per left photo, Ravyn 
Williams of Jackson-
ville, who attended 
with her mother Chata-
ra Williams, prepares 
to ride the merry-go-
round. In photo at left, 
siblings Gabriel and 
Grace Spiegel of Ha-
waii enjoy a ride. The 
Spiegels are spending 
the summer with their 
grandmother Becky 
Blevins of Hubert. 
(Pete Rulon photos)

Farm time

Commentary

Bill clouds 

transparency
By Melissa Price Kromm

Four out of five 
Americans, across the 
political spectrum, consis-
tently support transparency 
when it comes to contribu-
tions to organizations that 
spend money on campaigns. 
Unfortunately, a grow-

ing number of states, now 
including North Carolina, 
are advancing so-called 
“donor privacy” bills to 
block public access to 
information about who 
is spending big money to 
secretly influence our vote 

Park welcomes 

six interns
By Zack Nally

Hammocks Beach State Park in 
Swansboro welcomed six new interns last 
week.

The college students moved into the 
recently renovated intern barracks on 
Bear Island, the hub for studying sea 
turtle, shorebird, environmental education 
or administration programs.

They arrived in town on Saturday and 

Sunday, some familiar with the state’s 
coast and others in completely new terri-
tory. They’ll spend the next 10 weeks tak-
ing advantage of the uniquely positioned 
state park, applying tagging techniques, 
ensuring safe nesting for sea turtles and 
shorebirds, and getting a better sense of 
how state parks operate.

Meet the interns …

(See MORE, page �)
(See INTERNS, page �)

Onslow 

reopens
The Onslow County 

Government Center 
in Burton Park has 
reopened to the public as 
have many county func-
tions as of this week.

According to a report 
from Glenn Hargett, 
assistant county manger, 
masks are not required 
for those who are vacci-
nated, except in clinical 
settings, including the 
Consolidated Health and 
Human Services Agency 
building.

Masks are required at 
the Albert J. Ellis Airport 
because of TSA require-
ments.

Persons are allowed 
to wear a mask if they 
desire at locations where 
they are not required for 
vaccinated persons.

Onslow County’s 
public libraries have 
resumed normal hours. 
The Swansboro Branch 
Library is now open 
Monday-Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m., Thursday, 
10 a.m.-7 p.m., and 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The Onslow County 
Museum in Richlands 
is now open Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Everyone deserves a team of experts.
We’re part of the Mayo Clinic Care Network, giving us 
special access to Mayo Clinic knowledge, expertise and 
resources — and giving you the confidence of knowing 
you’ll receive high-quality health care, close to home. 
See how we all benefit at CarteretHealth.org/Mayo

CANCER CENTER

3500 Arendell St.  |  Morehead City, NC 28557

Budget presents challenge
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro’s budget for 2021-22 
reflects the effects of the pandemic 
shutdown as well as the “hangover” 
from a string of recent hurricanes, 
as the total represents a 12 percent 
decrease from the budget of the 
current year, 2020-21.

Planning for this fiscal year 
has been a challenge, according 
to the budget message from Chris 
Seaberg, town manager.

“The town is close to com-
pleting the final recovery efforts 
for Hurricane Florence (2018), 
Hurricane Dorian (2019) and 
Hurricane Isaias (2020),” Seaberg 

states in the message. Those 
storms, especially Florence, have 
had significant financial impact on 
the town.

But that is not all: “In March 
2020, COVID-19 threw a pro-
verbial curve ball that not many 
were expecting, nor planning for,” 
Seaberg said. “This event pushed 

town staff to limits no one could 
ever expect, but all have perse-
vered. We continue to battle this 
pandemic but thankfully vaccina-
tions are being administered. One 
would hope that we might return 
to a ‘normal’ routine in the near 

(See CHALLENGES, page �)


