
Saturday will be most-
ly sunny but rain is pos-
sible on Sunday. High 
temperatures will be in 
the low-70s and lows will 
be in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Julianna Edwards, who 
is a student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret hosts succesful event

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Political sign rule changes considered, Page 2 

SHS basketball teams beat WCHS, Page 7

SES students discuss Christmas plans, Page 8

A study by the N.C. Department of Transportation this 
spring has indicated a stoplight is warranted on Queens 

Creek Road at the Swansboro High School and Queens 
Creek Elementary School driveway. (Pete Rulon photo)

Stoplight approved, funded

Commentary

Vaccine 

mandate

is destined

to fail
By Wim Laven

I live near Middlefield, 
Ohio, the center of the 
fourth largest Amish settle-
ment in America. I regular-
ly see the horse and buggy 
operations on the road. 
Who am I to tell these peo-
ple that I know better about 
how they should live than 
they do? Very few Amish 
people are getting the 
COVID vaccine and Amish 
communities have experi-
enced some of the state’s 
highest rates of infection 
and deaths, but they are liv-
ing according to their faith 
and God’s will.

I know its compli-
cated. More than 5 million 
people have died from this 
pandemic (747,000 in the 
U.S.). There has not been 
consensus in the U.S. or a 

coordinated global response 
and this has certainly made 
things worse. Many of these 
problems impact popula-
tions differently, a process 
that develops common 
understandings is necessary.

I made the choice to 
get vaccinated on the first 
day of my eligibility and 
I understand that the end 
of the pandemic may well 
depend on many more 
choosing to get vaccinated. 
I am, however, challeng-
ing the strategic choice to 
coerce people into getting 
shots they do not want with 
mandates.

Strategic thinking 
requires us to look at 
the underlying interests 
and values of the parties 
involved. It is easier to 

Performance 

marks 35 years

Teresa Boykin, seated at right, 
and members of the Crystal Coast 

Choral Society are pictured at a 
rehearsal. (Contributed photo)

The Crystal Coast Choral Society, 
under the direction of Finley Woolston, 
will celebrate its 35th anniversary by per-
forming the Christmas concert, “A Gift 
for the Season,” over two weeks.

The first concert will be on Sunday, 
Dec. 12, at Swansboro United Methodist 
Church beginning at 3 p.m. A second 
concert will be Sunday, Dec. 19, at All 
Saints Anglican Church in Newport, also 
at 3 p.m.

The concert will feature many favorite 
arrangements, including “Runnin’ Down 
to Bethlehem,” “Christmas Hallelujah,” 
“Judah’s Land” and Handel’s “Hallelujah 

Chorus.”
“As a gift to their loyal and devoted 

audience, the CCCS will not charge 
admission, although donations are always 
gratefully received,” said Donna Winkler, 
choral society publicity chair.

Due to ongoing COVID-19 restric-
tions, audience members will be required 
to wear a face mask for the duration of 
the performance. Face masks will be 
available at the door.

“The CCCS is especially excited to 
present their 2021 Christmas concerts 

(See MANDATES, page �)

SPD 

seeks 

donors
Donations for 

Swansboro Police 
Department’s Christmas 
program “Shop with a 
Cop” will be accepted 
until Friday, Dec. 10,

The program is 
designed to foster 
positive relationships 
between youth and offi-
cers while supporting 
families in the com-
munity who are in need 
during a season where 
all should experience 
joy, according to Teresa 
Stanley, SPD administra-
tor.

Stanley said the 
department has part-
nered with Swansboro 
Elementary School to 
select students in kin-
dergarten through fifth 
grade to shop at a local 
store to purchase gifts 
for themselves as well 
as a gift for a member of 
their immediate family.

Each child’s shop-
ping money will be 
based on the amount of 
donations received.

During the shop-
ping trip, police officers 
escort the children and 
assist them in selecting 
appropriate gifts.

After shopping, chil-
dren will wrap the gift 
purchased for their fam-
ily member while getting 
to know the officers.

Bringing children 
together with law 
enforcement through a 
program like this fosters 
a trusting relationship 
that will remain with 
the youth, according to 
Stanley.

Monetary donations 
are accepted at town hall 
or online by visiting the 
town of Swansboro’s 
website: www. swans-
boro-nc.org and utiliz-
ing the Online Payment 
Option – Express Pay.
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By Jimmy Williams

A traffic signal will be installed 
on Queens Creek Road at the 
intersection of the driveway that 
serves Swansboro High School and 
Queens Creek Elementary School.

When that will happen has 
yet to be determined, as the N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
is awaiting official word on 
funding, according to Andrew 
Barksdale, public relations officer 
for Divisions 4 and 6 of the N.C. 
Department of Transportation.

However, funding is on the way, 
according to two state lawmak-

ers representing Onslow County, 
Rep. George Cleveland and Sen. 
Michael A. Lazzara.

DOT officials took a look at the 
intersection in the spring, according 
to Barksdale.

“NCDOT’s Division 3 traf-
fic unit reviewed the intersection 
of Queens Creek Road and the 
Swansboro High School/Queens 
Creek Elementary School driveway 
in April 2021 and it determined 
that this intersection warranted a 
traffic signal,” Barksdale said in an 
email. “The cost of this project is 
estimated to be $550,000.”

The cost is actually $556,000, 

according to Cleveland, and that 
amount has been set aside for the 
project out of state contingency 
funds.

“I have had complaints on that 
problem from the time Walmart 
was being built,” Cleveland said of 
traffic on that roadway in an email. 
“I have never asked the Speaker 
for any contingency funding for 
roads so I went to him and asked 
for the funds to get the project 
done. He was not happy with the 
total amount I was asking for so in 
negotiations it was agreed that if I 
could get Sen. Lazzara to ask for 
and receive half of the funds from 

the Senate the Speaker would give 
me the other half.”

Lazzara indicated he was more 
than willing to take part. In an 
email last week, he said, “The 
funds are approved and it will be 
on the DOT meeting schedule for 
December for approval.”

With the full project funded, 
$556,000, half from the Senate and 
half from the House, Cleveland 
said, “I would think the work 
should start in the not-too-distant 
future.”

And that is good news for 

(See CHORAL, page �A)

(See STOPLIGHT, page �)


