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$28.2M nourishment  
project completed

EMERALD ISLE —  “Hallelu-
jah!!!” 

That’s the word Carteret 
County Shore Protection Office 
Manager Greg Rudolph used to 
start an email to the newspaper 
Wednesday afternoon when he 
announced the completion of 
the dredging-and-sand-spread-
ing portion of the $28.2 Bogue 
Banks beach nourishment project 
that began in early February.
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EMERALD ISLE

Unlikely hero comes  
on four paws

A partially paralyzed and 
blind dog may not fit the tra-
ditional definition of a hero, 
but in Ann Carpenter’s eyes, 
Bella is all that and more.

That’s why Ms. Carpenter 
has entered her 11-year-
old Boston terrier/pug mix, 
a certified therapy dog, in 
the 2020 American Humane 
Hero Dog Awards.
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Group, churches feed  
first responders

With health care workers and 
first responders serving on the 
front lines of the novel corona-
virus pandemic, county groups, 
churches and businesses are 
finding ways to say thanks.

A Morehead City business-
woman, Jessica O’Neal of 
Swansboro, started a Carteret 
County Chapter of Front Line 
Appreciation Group, a national 
grassroots movement started in 
New Jersey that provides meals 
each day to health care workers 
and first responders.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
John Moran, Atlantic Beach
Frances Bell, Newport
Mary McCabe, Broad Creek
Earnest Baysden, Cape Carteret
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See Estep / Page 12A

CARTERET COUNTY

Coronavirus
For the latest information on  
COVID-19, visit carolinacoast- 
online.com/coronavirus.

John Brown III, Havelock
Ina Stewart, Newport
Anne Roth, Atlantic Beach

See Seniors / Page 12A

Robert and Elizabeth Estep pose with one of their four grandchilden, Joey. Robert Lloyd Estep died in 
Morehead City on March 28, becoming the county’s first Covid-19 recorded death, according to his 
death certificate on file at the Carteret County Registar of Deeds.

RUN,  
BIKE,  
SWIM
Carteret:  
A great place  
for triathletes

Sunday 
May 3

Monday 
May 4

Tuesday 
May 5

Wednesday 
May 6

Low 10:52 a.m. 11:43 a.m. 12:18 a.m. 1:16 a.m.
11:16 p.m. -------- 12:32 p.m. 1:20 p.m.

High 4:28 a.m. 5:27 a.m. 6:22 a.m. 7:15 a.m
5:05 p.m. 6:01 p.m. 6:54 p.m. 7:46 p.m.
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MOREHEAD CITY — It looked like a 

busy drive-through restaurant Thursday at 
West Carteret High School as seniors waited 
in line in their vehicles to pick up caps, 
gowns and congratulatory yard signs.

School staff, many wearing protective 
gloves, were handing out the items while 
students stayed in or near their vehicles to 
maintain social distancing.

Seniors were also turning in Chrome-
books, which were assigned to all county 
students when school campuses were closed 
March 13 and switched to virtual, off-cam-
pus learning due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

While students and educators held out 
hope Gov. Roy Cooper would allow school 
campuses to reopen May 15, that plan end-
ed April 24 when Gov. Cooper announced 
campuses would remain closed the rest of 
the 2019-20 academic year. 

While the decision was tough on all stu-
dents, it was especially hard for the county’s 
nearly 580 public school seniors, who have 
already lost prom and spring sports season 
and may not have graduation ceremonies. 
Many have already finished up their classes 
for the year.

“I believe that the governor’s decision 
was necessary for the safety of our state and 
county, however, it is still a bit disappoint-
ing,” WCHS Student Council President 

Madison Pittman said in an email to the 
News-Times. “Just the thought of having 
been in school for the past 12 years, all to 
have the best three months of our schooling 
taken away from us is disheartening,” she 
said.

Her sentiments were reflected last week 
in a News-Times online poll asking partici-
pants if they agreed with the governor’s 
decision to close schools the remainder of 
the year. As of the closure of the poll Friday 
morning, results showed 213 agreed with 
the governor’s decision, with 111 dis-
agreeing. An additional four wanted more 
information.

County school officials say offsite  

Seniors react to end of school year

‘It’s kind of sad’ COUNTY 
SENIORS

114

Following is 
the number of 
seniors expected 
to graduate from 
county public 
high schools:

East Carteret 
High School

196
Croatan  

High School

269
West Carteret 
High SchoolABOVE: This banner hangs on the sign of West Carteret High School in support of seniors who have lost many spring events due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. RIGHT: East Carteret High School seniors, from left, Shane Graham and Makayla Brazelton, hold up one of many 
yard signs congratulating seniors that are being handed out across the county to honor their accomplishments. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Robert and Elizabeth Estep 
loved to spend time at the 
beach.

When government officials 
suggested people begin to adopt 
isolation protocols in mid-March 
in light of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, the Esteps decided to 
spend their time in quarantine 
with their only daughter, Laura, 
and their four grandchildren. 
Their initial plans were to quaran-
tine in Holden Beach, a favorite 
resting spot that they had come to 
appreciate during their  49 years 
of marriage.

Virusbringsfamilytogether
onlytobethefinaltime

After a quick search, we found a beachfront 
house in Indian Beach,” she explained.

A close-knit family, Bob and Elizabeth 
had enjoyed a long and successful career 
together so family gatherings were standard.

Separated in age by six and a half years, 
Bob and Elizabeth grew up in Marion, Va. 
“My family moved to Marion when I was 
in 7th grade,” Elizabeth said. “I became 
friends with Bob’s sister who was my age.”

Bob graduated from the University of 
Virginia in 1962 when the college was still 

an all-male university. Elizabeth earned her 
undergraduate degree at Randolf-Macon 
Woman’s College and later enrolled in a 
graduate program at the Charlottesville 
school, much to chagrin of Bob.

“He would say, ‘they ruined my college,’ 
referring to the admission of females to 
UVA,” Elizabeth said. The University of 
Virginia, also known as the “Gentleman’s 
University,” had only allowed females in 
their graduate programs until 1970 when the 

Carteret County’s first reported death at-
tributed to COVID-19 was not recorded as part 
of the county’s statistics. Instead, due to health 
department protocol, the death statistic was ap-
plied to the victim’s home state.

Following is a story by special correspondent 
Mike McHugh, Swansboro area chamber of com-
merce director, who researched county records to 
identify the victim and subsequently to talk with 
the family for this story.

By Mike McHugh
Special to the 
Carteret News-Times

Speaking from their home in Rural Re-
treat, Va., a small hamlet nestled in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in southwest Virginia, 
Elizabeth Estes recalled their search for an 
appropriate beach house lead them to Indian 
Beach. “We always went to Holden Beach 
but when we called hoping for a home with 
a heated pool, we were unable to find one. 
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