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Outdoor 
movie series

Catch some of the 
latest family-friendly 
flicks this summer 
with an outdoor movie 
series.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Mary Lloyd, Newport
Harvey Scott, Harkers Island
Lenwood Lee, Morehead City

Paula Crowfoot, Graham
Eugene Wolbert, Newport

Matsy Phillips, Morehead City
Linda Turner, Atlantic

Louise Warner, Havelock
Terry Holt, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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City council hesitates on tax increase
Fiscal 2019-20 proposal includes 5-cent hike

NOTICE GIVEN

County to withdraw from regional library board

TDA anticipates busy holiday weekend

State: shop
for, obtain

policies now

Hurricane prep

CHS seniors
end era with
walk-through

good financial standing and a tax 
increase is not necessary to oper-
ate at full capacity next fiscal 
year, Mr. Eggleston said, but the 
city needs some sort of revenue 
stream to fund capital projects.

“The thing I would caution 
you is where we’re left next year 
without a mechanism to create 
capital funding,” he said of a 
suggestion to eliminate the tax 
increase.

Manager Ryan Eggleston pro-
posed a 5-cent property tax 
increase as a means to generate 
more funds for capital projects 
planned in the next few years.

The proposed 5-cent increase 
would bring the ad valorem tax 
rate to 40 cents per $100 of 
assessed property value. Under 
the current rate of 35 cents, 
Morehead City ranks around the 

middle of the pack in terms of tax 
rates of the county’s municipali-
ties. If all other towns maintain 
their current rates, the proposed 
increase would make Morehead 
City’s tax rate the second high-
est in the county, only behind 
Beaufort’s 41.35 cents.

However, some council mem-
bers expressed hesitancy to raise 
taxes, at least in the upcoming 

fiscal year. Councilman George 
Ballou said the increase could 
be a burden to residents who 
may already be experiencing 
financial hardship due to last 
year’s Hurricane Florence.

“We’ve just gone through a 
major catastrophe in Morehead 
City and there are families that 
are still in binds and trying to 
get their bearing. I don’t know if 

it’s right to have any increase,” 
Mr. Ballou said. “...Especially 
because we could do it without 
(a tax increase), working toward 
knowing that next year we might 
have to do something.”

Some of the other council 
members asked Mr. Eggleston 
to consider a less significant 
tax increase, perhaps around 2 
cents instead of 5. The city is in 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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MOREHEAD CITY — 

Council members have about 
another month to decide whether 
they will levy a property tax 
increase on residents in the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

The council continued bud-
get talks that began earlier this 
month during a special work-
shop Tuesday at the municipal 
building on S. 8th Street. During 
the May 7 budget meeting, City 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Only a handful of peo-
ple attended the N.C. Department of Insurance 
informational meeting Tuesday evening.

The meeting was one of several put on 
by DOI and a number of other piggyback-
ing agencies, including the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, in eastern North Carolina 
communities. Other locales in recent weeks 
included Brunswick, New Hanover, Pamlico and 
Wayne counties. 

The DOI picked the locations due to the 
widespread effects of September’s Hurricane 
Florence. 

“We feel like there are a lot of people in 
these areas that are still hurting,” Chief Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Michelle Osborne told the 
crowd gathered in the district courtroom in 
Beaufort.

Dr. Osborne said the purpose of the meetings 
was to teach residents about best practices for 
navigating insurance claims in the days leading 
up to, during and following a storm. 

“This event is to first of all give citizens of 
North Carolina the opportunity to come out and 
voice their concerns about their claims, especial-
ly about Hurricane Florence,” she said. “It’s an 
opportunity for us to (learn) how to do better in 
preparing citizens for the storms and make sure 
they know what coverage they do need.” 

Dr. Osborne said the pending hurricane sea-
son made the meetings particularly important. 
She said there is no way to tell if or when North 
Carolina will be hit with another storm like 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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OCEAN — Croatan High School seniors, 
dressed in graduation regalia, were greeted with 
cheers and high fives Wednesday as they walked 
the halls of three county schools.

In an effort to inspire elementary and middle 
school students to graduate, the seniors toured 
Bogue Sound Elementary, White Oak Elementary 
and Broad Creek Middle schools. Students who 
attend those schools will end up at CHS if they 
stay in the district.

CHS Principal Kay Zimarino said the school 
has presented the senior walk for the last few 
years, hoping to inspire the next generation of 
graduates.

“This is the largest group of seniors we’ve 
had participate. It’s a lot of fun for them because 
many of them attended these schools,” Ms. 
Zimarino said. “We want our younger students 
to see that with hard work they’ll be doing this 
someday, too.”

CHS senior J.P. McLean said he enjoyed get-
ting the chance to encourage future graduates.

“I hope we’re inspiring them and that they 

Librarian Susan Mathis shelves books Thursday at the Carteret County Public Library at Beaufort Plaza in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
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BEAUFORT — Beginning in 
fiscal year 2020-21, Carteret County 
will no longer be a contributing 
member to the Craven-Pamlico-
Carteret Regional Library Board.

County commissioners decided 
to pull out of the Regional Library 

Board, which oversees the tri-county 
system, following a closed session 
discussion during their Monday reg-
ular session at the administrative 
building. County Manager Tommy 
Burns said the decision was unani-
mous. 

He said the reasoning behind 
the withdrawal largely stems from 

the belief local management of the 
county’s participating libraries could 
prove more streamlined. 

“The county felt that it was more 
feasible and prudent to run the 
libraries locally instead of through 
the region,” Mr. Burns wrote in 
an email. “Carteret can also run 
the libraries locally within the same 

budget parameters. The regional 

board approach was beginning to 

grow into a larger, more top-heavy, 

organization and the county felt that 

the administration of the libraries 

was more efficient at a local level 

within the county.” 

Larry Moody with Oceanana Fishing Pier and Resort in Atlantic Beach prepares to 
paint a swing set Thursday ahead of the holiday weekend. (Dylan Ray photo)
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CRYSTAL COAST — With 
the promise of sunny skies and 
plenty of activities to do over the 
long Memorial Day weekend, 
tourism officials expect a strong 
turnout of visitors to Carteret 
County for the upcoming holi-
day.  

To some, Memorial Day rep-
resents the unofficial start of 
summer and vacation season, 
and many take the time for a 
weekend getaway. Crystal Coast 
Tourism Development Authority 
Executive Director Jim Browder 
said it seems all indicators point 
to a strong holiday weekend for 
tourism in Carteret County.

“It should be a good week-
end,” he said Thursday. “It’s 
looking like great weather and a 
lot of events are kicking off, so 
there will be plenty to do.”

Some events taking place this 
weekend include a Kayak for 
the Warriors beach run Saturday 
morning, the kickoff of the sum-
mer concert series in Jaycee 
Park in Morehead City Saturday 
evening and an event honoring 
military members at the N.C. 
Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores 
Sunday. 

Mr. Browder said he also 
feels optimistic for the weekend 
because of a promising travel 

INSIDE TODAY
Find fun Memorial Day weekend events for the whole family on the community 

calendar, Page 11A.
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