
PROBLEMS WITH NARCOTICS?

252-764-9023

THERE IS A SOLUTION
BEAR ISLAND RECOVERY SERVICES

A medication assisted opioid treatment program of excellence.
Serving Carteret, Onslow & Jones Counties.
Dr. Brack Jefferys, LCMHC, CCS, LCAS, RN

1150 Cedar Point Blvd. • Cedar Point, NC

Be
co

m
e

a
su

bs
cr

ib
er

!

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Low:  9:29 am 9:25 pm
High:  3:04 am  3:18 pm

Sunday, Jan. 2
Low:  12:09 am 1:23 pm
High:  6:48 am  7:08 pm

Saturday, Jan. 1
Low:  5:54 am    -------
High:  5:54 am  6:12 pm

Friday, Dec. 31
Low:  11:33 am 11:15 pm
High:  4:59 am  5:16 pm

Thursday, Dec. 30
Low:  10:33 am 10:20 pm
High:  4:03 am  4:18 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021 Vol. 110 - No.104 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Coastal Living
Merrell Farm- New Year’s Tradition, 9A

Sports
2021 Fall sports players of the year, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 11a
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MOREHEAD CITY

EMERALD ISLE

See NONPROFITS Page 2A

by the numbersnc budget bill

mcelraft not running for reelection 
Increase over last year’s budget
á4.3% 
billion

North Carolina’s 2021-22 budget

‘very generous’
See MCELRAFT Page 2A

*Numbers from Carolina Journal

$25.9

Amount personal income tax will be 
lowered to over next 6 years

3.99% 
The amount the child tax deduction 

will be increased to per child

á$500
The amount the budget funds for a 

raise for teachers

á6.7% 

The amount set aside for low-wealth 
schools

million$100

The amount of new federal funding for 
broadband expansion

billion$1

Amount for funding for the state 
capital and infrastruture fund

billion$5.9

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Pat McElraft of Emerald Isle, who has 
represented Carteret and Jones counties in 
the state General Assembly for eight con-
secutive two-year terms, said Tuesday she 
will not seek reelection to the state House 
of Representatives in November 2022.

Rep. McElraft’s term expires on Jan. 1, 
2023.

Before being elected to the state House 
in 2006 to replace Rep. Jean Preston, who 

successfully ran for the state Senate, she 
served three terms as an Emerald Isle com-
missioner and part of a term as a Carteret 
County commissioner.

 “I think it’s time to let someone 
younger and with new ideas come in,” the 
soon-to-be 75-year-old Republican legisla-
tor said in an interview.

 “I’ve done more than 20 years in public 
service and had a sales job for 30 years. I 
think it’s time to spend more time with my 
husband, children and grandchildren.”

Rep. McElraft said she has enjoyed “ev-
ery minute” serving the people of Carteret 
and Jones counties and is proud to have 
represented them and helped them during 
often hard times, including hurricanes and 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Around the county, municipal leaders 
sang the legislator’s praises in the wake of 
learning of her impending retirement.

In an email, Emerald Isle town manager 

 “I think it’s time to let someone younger and with new ideas come in. I’ve done more than 20 years in public service and had a sales job for 30 years. I think it’s time to spend more time with my husband, children and grandchildren.”‘‘ - representative pat mcelraft

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As 2021 draws to a close on Friday, 
county nonprofi ts are hoping for a last-
minute rush in tax-deductible donations 
this week.

One organization that has seen a signifi -
cant increase in items coming into its thrift 
store is The Salvation Army.

Maj. Aaron Goldfarb with The Salvation 
Army in Morehead City said Thursday, 
“This is always the time of year when we 
see an increase in people bringing dona-
tions and shopping.”

To accommodate those wanting to drop 
off items to get a tax-deductible credit for 

2021, The Salvation Army thrift store will 
be open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. New Year’s Eve. 
Receipts will be provided upon request.

Items sold through the thrift store help 
support the operations of the store, as well 
as go to support the organization’s social 
services, fi nancial assistance and disaster 
relief programs.

Monetary donations are also welcome, 
which are used for the same programs. 
Maj. Goldfarb said with the recent torna-
dos that struck states in the midwest, The 
Salvation Army is also accepting dona-
tions that will go toward the organization’s 
disaster relief efforts in those areas.

Donations for tornado relief efforts can 

be made at salvationarmyusa.org and make 
a note it is for disaster relief. For those 
wanting to make a local donation that can 
also be used for tornado relief, Maj. Gold-
farb said checks can be donated to The 
Salvation Army, with “tornados” written in 
the memo line.

Residents wanting to make donations 
toward The Salvation Army’s local efforts 
can donate online at salvationarmycaroli-
nas.org/moreheadcity. Donations can also 
be made at the organization’s offi ce at 2800 
Bridges St., Morehead City, NC 28557.

Hope Mission of Carteret County is also 

Carteret County nonprofi ts hope for last minute end-of-year donations 

Salvation Army Thrift Store employee Judy Allen places price tags Thursday on some of the many clothing items coming into the store as residents rush 
to make end-of-year donations. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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