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POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
NCHSAA’s decision to push 

fall prep sports?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

CARTERET COUNTY

Carteret County reports 8 
COVID-19 cases Thursday 

Carteret County offi cials 
reported eight additional con-
fi rmed cases of COVID-19 
Thursday, bringing the overall 
total to 443 cases to date.

Of the known cases, the 
county reports 41 are consid-
ered active, down from 54 active 
cases reported Wednesday and 
down sharply from the 100 ac-
tive cases reported Tuesday. 

The county provides COVID-
19 case updates weekdays via 
its website, carteretcountync.
gov. The website also contains a 
map of Carteret County showing 
COVID-19 cases broken down 
by zip code. The map does not, 
however, differentiate between 
active and recovered cases.

Since the fi rst COVID-19 case 
in Carteret County was con-
fi rmed in March, 396 people 
have recovered and six county 
residents have died. The most 
recent reported death occurred 
July 25.

Health providers have report-
edly conducted 6,072 tests to 
date, with 194 test results pend-
ing, as of Thursday.

MOREHEAD CITY

NEWPORT

The Newport Town Council 
will hold a special meeting at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the town 
hall boardroom. The meeting 
will be available to the public 
online via Zoom. 

The council may consider 
awarding a contract for road 
repairs at the meeting. This 
contract is related to reimburse-
ment from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for 
Hurricane Florence in 2018. 

Requests to participate in in 
the meeting online via Zoom 
may be sent by email to Assis-
tant Town Manager Teresa Fulk 
at tfulk@townofnewport.com. 
Requests must be sent by 3 p.m. 
Monday. 

Newport Town Council to 
meet Tuesday

NORTH CAROLINA

As people across North 
Carolina are using greenways 
and trails in record numbers, 
their input is needed to develop 
the Great Trails State Plan. 

The Great Trails State Plan is 
an N.C. Department of Trans-
portation-led effort to identify 
existing trails and defi ne what 
actions need to take place to 
connect those trails statewide. 
The plan builds on local and 
regional trails to identify one 
overall trail network focused on 
connections to state parks and 
populated areas.

NCDOT seeks input on Great 
Trails State Plan

See Mast  Page 10A

CARTERET COUNTY

Josie Kornegay, Swansboro
Shirley Brinker, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Francis Wallace, Pine Knoll Shores
Sarita Shaw, Morehead City 
Edna Smith, Newport
Walter Gregory, Newport
Benjamin Goodwin, Hubert
Phillip Dixon, Broad Creek

Joyce Jones, Havelock
Bobby Penny, Newport
Annie Pollock, Newport
Lonnie Childress, Carteret County
Bernard Clairmont, Newport
James Lyczkowski, Richlands
Joshua Guiendon, Otway
Andrew Kollarik, Havelock

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A 
group of parents has retained 
legal counsel in an effort to have 
the Carteret County Board of 
Education reinstate the fresh-
man class at the Marine Science 
and Technologies Early College 
High School.

“Our plans are to get the 
freshman class added back 
and to prevent the Board of 
Education from continuing this 
ongoing crusade against MaST,” 
Jaymie Kerstein of Newport, 
who had applied for her fresh-
man son to start at MaST in 
August, said.

Attorney Ann Paradis with 
Gahagan Paradis of Raleigh said 
Thursday she sent a complaint 
and motion for a preliminary in-
junction in Carteret County Civil 
Superior Court on Thursday. The 
complaint asks that the board 
open enrollment to a freshman 
class pending the outcome of 

CASH
COVIDBRINGS

TO

Breakdown of the amount of 
money each municipality is expected 
to receive from the Cares Act

Atlantic Beach  $33,655
Beaufort  $94,768
Bogue   $16,435
Cape Carteret  $49,551
Cedar Point  $33,273
Emerald Isle  $85,249
Indian Beach  $2,851
Morehead City  $212,863
Newport  $106,802
Pelletier  $16,637
Pine Knoll Shores $30,085

Carteret’s windfall

Sunday 
August 23

Monday
August 24

Tuesday 
August 25

Wednesday 
August 26

Low 5:26 a.m. 6:16 a.m. 7:10 a.m. 8:10 a.m.
6:01 a.m. 7:05 p.m. 8:14 p.m. 9:26 p.m.

High 11:45 a.m. 12:03 a.m. 1:00 a.m. 2:02 a.m
-------- 12:44 p.m. 1:46 p.m.  2:53 p.m.

Parent Jaymie Kerstein of Newport sits with her son Sean, who had hoped 
to attend the Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School 
this year as a freshman. Ms. Kerstein is among a group of parents who 
have retained legal counsel seeking to get the freshman class reinstated. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

the case and preserve “the status 
quo for the CCPS and MaST 
school as existed during the 
2019-20 year.”

The complaint further states 
that the board violated the 

requirements of N.C. General 
Statute 115C-72(a)(1), the due 
process clause of Article I, Sec-
tion 19 of the N.C. Constitution.

Ms. Paradis is requesting a 
hearing be set for 10 a.m. Mon-

day, Sept. 7. 
The school board voted in 

June to not allow a freshman 
class this year, citing budget 
concerns. The board voted to 
allow only sophomores and ju-
niors to continue this year at the 
school, asking MaST offi cials to 
focus on building up the num-
bers in those two grades.

Then, the General Assem-
bly agreed in July to allocate 
$200,000 to the school, which 
meets on the campus of Carteret 
Community College in More-
head City and allows students 
to earn college and high school 
credits simultaneously.

While MaST parents had 
hoped that would cause the 
board to reconsider the decision 
and reinstate the freshman class, 
BOE Chairperson John McLean 
said because the funds weren’t 
recurring, he and other board 
members weren’t comfort-
able doing so. The sole board 

Parents sue Board of Education to keep MaST

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

With another round of federal funds from the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act on the way, the county’s 
municipalities are planning how they will spend their share of the 
relief money.

Carteret County previously received approximately $1.38 million in the fi rst round of 
allocation from the CARES Act, a more than $2 trillion bill passed by Congress in March. 
Those initial funds went largely toward technology upgrades to bring the county into com-
pliance with COVID-19-related safety guidelines.

A second and fi nal round of CARES Act funding will soon be distributed to counties, 
with Carteret County set to receive an additional $1,348,328. The state is requiring coun-
ties provide 25% of their total CARES funds to municipalities, so with a total alloca-
tion around $2.7 million, the county’s municipalities are slated to collectively receive 
$682,162.

Assistant County Manager and Finance Director Dee Meshaw said the county is divid-
ing the municipal funds on a per capita, or by population, basis, with the totals for each 
town (See chart below).

Each municipality was asked to send a list of requests to the county on how they plan to 
spend their share of the funds, which are then due to the state for review by Tuesday, Sept. 
1. Ms. Meshaw said the state has not yet indicated when the CARES funding will be 
distributed to counties, but added Carteret County plans to reimburse municipalities 
as they spend the funds.

The CARES Act funds are subject to numerous requirements and may be spent on 
medical or public health expenses, payroll costs, items that facilitate compliance with 
COVID-19-related safety measures and a few other spending categories. Funds may 
not be used to make up lost sales tax revenue.

Like the county, most municipalities indicated they plan to spend the 
bulk of their funds on technology improvements. With virtual public meet-
ings becoming the norm, many towns plan to upgrade their audiovisual and 
telecommunications equipment to better conduct those meetings. Some will 
also purchase technology to better facilitate teleworking and other remote work, 
such as conducting building inspections. 

“We are grateful for the ... funds and will put them to use for these needed improve-
ments in creating safer/remote meeting spaces, remote workspaces and in improving 
public health communications to our community,” Emerald Isle 
Finance Director Laura Rotchford said.

Indian Beach Town Manager Tim White said since the town 
is receiving less than $3,000, not enough to make any major pur-
chases, it is looking to spend its funds on payroll expenses.

Offi cials in Bogue and Peletier told the News-Times last week they 
were not aware of any CARES funding coming their way, but Ms. 
Meshaw said as of Thursday, the county had received plans from each 
of the county’s 11 municipalities, including Bogue and Peletier. 

Ms. Meshaw said the county will use the remaining funds from 
the second round of allocation – approximately $660,000 – on 
further COVID-19 compliance measures, 
including for:

• Improving sanitation 
and social distanc-
ing measures at the 

Municipalitiessettoreceivefederalfunds
insecondroundofallocation
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